PART from the Hartley
TS16, probably the best
remembered trailer sailer in
Australia would be the
Boomerang 20. Since 1968 it has
provided many people with their first
taste of trailer yachting and has been
an ideal stepping stone for those
wishing to get into keel boats.

The combination of low cost, easy
trailering, low maintenance and a
simple but efficient rig ensured its
success. With the advent of radically
shaped, lightweight racing TYs in
recent years, however, the Boomerang
was looking decidedly outdated.

For Graham Prowd of Boomerang
Yachts it was also becoming
uneconomical to build the decks
because the original moulding had
come from an early timber boat and
was nearly worn out. So in early 1986
the first B63 was launched.

Mot just a facelilt, the B63 is a
substantially new boat utilising the
tried and true Boomerang hull, but
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Boomerang is a familiar

name to the many who

started their sailing in one.

The latest model,

Boomerang B63, looks
set to follow the
marque's tradition.

JEREMY BANNISTER report

and pics

with a new deck and rig. As Graham
reasoned, there was no point in
altering a successful hull shape with
the added consequence of increased
cost to the client,

The most obvious change has been
to the cabin top with a sleck new
shape and integrated flush-fitting

perspex windows lo give it a much
more contemporary look.

By starting afresh he was able to
include a large (standard) poptop
without upsetting the lines; it's also
much stronger and provides full
headroom when open.

The cockpit is the same size as
before and can seat four adults as long
as they know each other well, but has
been moved aft a few inches thanks to
the removal of the lransom seat which
used to house the mechanism for the
drop keel winch, This operation is

now performed by a 3:1 pulley system’

directly above the keel, the tail of

which runs along the roof of the cabin®
and can be adjusted and cleated while

sitting in the cockpit.

It is surprisingly easy to lift the
120kg keel with this system because
of the Teflon plate in the case and a
moulded lip in the hull for strength
and to guide it more accurately, It can
be fitted at 4:1 or a higher ratio if
required, but with extra rope needing
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