TEST: AUSTRAL 8 CLUBMAN

Eight Is ENOU

New-generation TS boasts the speed,
space and special touches to win
Australia’s premier award.

OUR trailer sailers. three

IMS-crs, two motorsailérs,

twor open davhoats, one One-

Design racer, and a classic

cruising vachi oo .. if it
came from a true love at Christimas
you'd gleefully accept any. Problem
was that Maodern Boatings test team
had 1o separate them for the sake of
Judging the 1993 Australian Sailboa
of the Year.

To carry the tithe, it was el the
regipient should have those extra
touches which make it stand up and
be couned o a world elass crafl
Ultimutely, when the judging criteria
was applied. i went not o the morg
Fancicd names — Cavalier 395,
Movthshore N5SX, Farr 38, Benetea
Evasion. Cataling 25, Elliow 7 or 11-
Metre One Design, The one that
seored on all coums was the Austral
& Chibman TS,

“Austral who? denounced the
critics, until seeing for themselves the
Clubvnan s performance. space.
handling ease and brilliant Ninishing
touches. Then they were silenced
Capping the anmouncement, the boat
went on o win the 1994 National
Trailable championships held o
Victoria's Western Port Bay.

Here is truly an inspirational 26-
foal trailable yacht, one that doesn’t
just aspire 1o be the best built, [l
also the best appointed, And it should
steeeed, unlike other aspirnts which

have suffered from over-

Mark Rothfield tells

. @ hull that performs
well on all points of
sail while also
swallowing a six-berth

accommodation plan
SRR T e T

capitalisation. becouse it has been
developed s a steady poace, m
between other puying jobsy and was
refined by Scon Juson, Say no maore.
Whist sets v apart? Well, it's liule
tonches of elass, such as o moulded
cabin canopy — u la Beneteaw — 1w
gonceal aft=ked halyards, o outboarnd

well in the starboard seat, o moulded
one-prece tillerfrudder case, cockpit
drainage channels, eustom-fabricated
mast base, recesses for Nings, ete.
And it’s the big things too, like a hull
that performs well on all poims of
sall, while also swallowing  six-
berth secommodation plan,

All are examples of design
excellence that we normally only
associate with imported products,
The real surprise, perhaps, is that it
comes from Austral, Certainly the
build quality has always been there
— dlown 1o using chromed brass
frames for cabin windows — but the
South Australian-based manufacturer
b= better known for its stowl,
displacement trailer sailers { Austral
20 & 24) and seagoing cruising vacht
CAustral 300 Simply, proprictor
Adrimn Keough and sons Michael and
Scotl decided seme time ago that the
market conld also susiain o new-
generation performance boal,

Michael roughed up a bhuell model
wndd sent 1t Jutson, a renowned

ABOVE: Pointing ability is
excellent thanks to Jutson keel
and rudder profiles.

OPPOSITE: Well-planned cockpit
for three to handle sail controls,
with room for human ballast.
Handy cockpit engine well:
dinette on centreboard case.
BOTTOM RIGHT: Down-wind the
bow lifts to promote planing.
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