TRAILER SAILERS are among the most popular sailing craft in Australia
and come in an amazing variety of shapes and sizes. We've tested four of the
maost interesting for this special report. The Tropic 52

New Zealand design, the RL28 is one of the biggest available, the Princess
has no board box to clutter the cabin and the Status 19 is a racing day sailer.

) is ar1 nteresting

Date with aPrincess

The Princess is a bilge board trailer
sailer which offers more accom-
modation than any other yacht
her size. PAUL HOPKINS tried
her out.

JOHN LUCKE loves Finns, He sailed
one of these Olympie torture machines
on Botany Bay for a few seasons and
when the time came for him to think
about a boat for all the family he
decided on a TS with the flowing lines
of a Finn,

“A Finn is a lovely boat to sail
upwind,” he said as we sailed his
Princess TS across a surprisingly calm
Botany Bay. “You'll find a similarity
between this boat’s hull and a Finn's
underwater lines."

John's Princess is a complete
departure from the run-of-the-mill GRP
trailer sailers. She has twin bilge boards
which  house  inside the bunk
longitudinals to give a completely
unclutiered cahin floor.

The Princess has more interior usable
room than some boats metres longer.
First appearance can be misleading as
this TS doesn't look very big when Tirst
sighted. Its raised deck sweeps up tﬂ_llm
companionway  bulkhead, coamings
sweep down Lo a pinched-in stern and
the gunwale line divides the hull in two
linlike on some boats where the
gunwale just happens Lo be there, on the
Princess il is a definite separation line
petween hull and tophamper.

In profile this newcomer looks
someLhing like a small Hood 23, yvel gets
awayv with the raised deck hetter.

John says it's only an average

Pinched in stern a fa Finn. Sinplicity is the
keyword of this desgn
seams 1o work best,

Medium-flow sails

skipper, yet, in the 1976/77 season his "

Princess and a sister ship won 500
percent of the handicap races with'
Botany Bay Sailing Club TS division.

There are only a few other TS classes
that give him much bother off the stick
— one being the smaller TS16, the
original trailer sailer,

The original Princess was launched &
few seasons back and was all wood, It
proved a success and a clubmember
asked John to build him one. Thats
how John, a plumber, got into the
boatbuilding industry in his spare timeé
He glassed up the original GRP hull
himself — the one we sailed but now
has a contract GRP moulder do the
hulls while he (John) finishes them off

The Princess is not meant to be &
luxury TS and it is not. However, it hasl
a lot going for it It is roomy, easy e
sail, last, well built, easy to trail — sl
INex pensive L

Sail away price of §4995 is good, &
for that figure you get a boal vou cal
actually sal! Advanced basic hall ‘
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1 met John and his crew on the beach

in front of Georges River Sailing Club
He had the Prinecess anchored bow - out
with the stern a few metrez from the
beach. She looked a neat little package
and definitely offers the TS sailor
something different

At 549 m overall she's as hig as a

Careel 18, wet she looks smaller.

Waterline of 4.87 m and beam of 2.1 m
combine to give length upwind
sailimg and power to keep on her
L]

We didn't have much wind for our
sail sy eight knots from NE
but a friend took her out in a 30 knot
wo .511'11}' a Ill' W WEEHS aleér an Li Was

impressed by her ability to cope with
stronig winds with full mainsail and
storm jib.

It is interesting that John Lucke has
achieved his TS racing record without
any sail adjustment controls, He has a
good suit of medium flow sails which he
hangs on the spars the same way each
week — and goes sailing.

He believes concentration and sheet
irim are more important than a
caluntop covered with control lines. He
has a point and one which could be
considered by the twitchy line-twitchers
who sometimes get so confused they
really don't know why their
performance isn't good

The Princess carries some weather

helm — which John likes and is as
easy to sail as any trailer sailer [ have
skippered I sailed her from

Sandringham Point to the airport
extensions, fiddled around there to try
to get some pictures of a bunch of fairy
penguins feeding on small fish and ran
back to Georges River before the fading
llrl‘l‘f_l'

She went exactly where I pointed
her, didn't fall away after each tack and
seemed to clear her narrow transom
quite well. None of the frothy drag seen
on some broad-sterned trailer sailers wat
evident,

I'he steel bilge-boards see to da
their job well; both were left down
although the windward board could be
pulled up if you are re keen. 1 onee
built & Moth with bilge boards and
experimented with it Tor a season. The

-

Continued on page 83
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Easy to trail behind a small car
and easy on the pocket —
these are just some of the
virtues of the Princess 18, mini
TS. Story by JAMES HILL.

espite the increasing numbers of
Dyachts and trailer yachis there is

no doubt that most people stil
enter the sailing world via the wet and
shakey deck of a sailboard or similar off-
beach sailcraft.

For novices, the first hours of sailing
are often a baptism by water and spray as
they alternate between skimming over
wave tops and taking unexpected
submarine dives below the surface. Al
this point some sensible people give
sailing up as a bad joke, but many, for
some perverse reason, love the drama
and dampness and become hooked.

Due to limited funds, the novice who
wants to be skipper usually goes straight
into something smali and cheap which
can be slung onto the roof of the car, or
towed behind the car on a lightweight
trailer.

Particularly if you are woung and
energetic, the best end of the sport is the
oft the beach skimmers. Whether it is a
Hobie cat or a sailboard, a small sailcraft
will give the ultimate amount of speed and
thrills. However, there does come a time
when one can lire of small-crafl sailing.
Living in a wet suit can get pretty
unpleasant, especially when the after-
won breezes get cooler and a hot
shower is a good half hour's drive away,

There is no particular point at which the
small off-beach sailboat sailor decided to
move up lo something bigger. Some
people make the move after less than a
season in a sailing dinghy, while others
might spend many years before deciding
to go into a yacht or trailer sailer,

Mo matter how long the small-boat sailor
has been sailing, the decision to move up
to something bigger can be summed up in
ane word — comfort. A larger, ballasted
sallboat may not always be dry, but it will
always be a heck of a lot more
romiortable to go sailing in. A bigger boat
nat only allows the small-boat sailor to get
oul of wet sulls, but also enjoy the

PRINCESS 18

_Princess is
right royal value

9%
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ign which not only gives excellent

deck space but helps keep the cockpit dry. The rig shown here Is standard, but the latest

boat has a one-piece window.

pleasure of being able to sail further in a
day without anywhere near the effort of
the unballasted sailcraft.

The problem with moving up for most
small sailboat sailors, however, is that
they are not always financially ready to
make the move. Unlike other hobbies or
sports, salling presents a very big dollar
commitment between the starting oul
stage and the serious addicted stage.

Particularly when the average small
sailboat enthusiast flicks through the
classifieds, the overall impression can be
that there is a big gulf between the
ownership of a dinghy, or sailboard, and
the ownership of a trailer yacht. Most
secondhand trailer yachts start at least
$10,000 and most new boats start at
more like $18,000.

Many small-boat sailors are put off at
this point because they feel they have to
rake up too much cash to bridge the
ditference between what they will get for
their own craft and what they see in the
paper., The fact is that the commitment
need not necessarily be as great as they
thirike,

Many people seem to think they need
to buy & TS of at lsast six meltres to gel

r”‘

something worthwhile in terms of interior
accommodation and cockpil space. In
reality six metres is nice to have but if you
can't afford it you might find that a TS of
only five to five and a half metres can do
the trick.

The classic Hartley TS 16 is a good
example of a low-cost trailer yacht which
is hardly more expensive than a sailing
dinghy or Hobie cat. However the Hartley
is as much a dinghy as it is a small trailer
yacht and its low level of ballast doesn't
make it immune to capsize.

Many hundreds of Auslralian sailors
have found the Hartley TS 16 just what
they want but in the last decade several
other mini TSs have arrived on the market
which offer more in the way of stability
and creature comforts.

The Princess 18 is a fine example of a
post-Hartley type mini TS designed to be
both suitable for fibreglass construction
and safe family cruising. The Princess
18, in many ways, is an ideal stepping
stone for dinghy and off-beach sailors
making the move into bigger boats for the
first time. Designed by an ex-dinghy
racing sailor, John Lucke, the Princess
18 is nicely positioned in size and price to

bridge the gap between dinghy prices
and average TS prices.

Although it offers four berths and an
interior which can match many six-mefre
TSs, the Princess 18 can be bought ex-
factory in a complete, sail-away form for a
very reasonable $11,850. Considering
that one can spend at least $8,000 these
days on an Olympic 470 or Hobie 18, the
Princess seems 1o be quite good value.

John Lucke designed the Princess 18
very much as a graduate class for ex-
dinghy sailors. Lucke had been a top
Olympic Finn sailor for many years, but
when the desire to sail with the family
surpassed his enthusiasm for racing glory
he decided that what he needed was not
an expensive yacht but a lightweight
trailable boat which could be rigged in
much the same time as a dinghy.
Apparently Lucke couldn’t quite find what
he was looking for in a TS at the time and
so set to and designed it himself.

It is quite obvious that Lucke drew
inspiration for his petit trailer sailer from
the Finn dinghy. The Princess is a much
fuller sectioned boat but has the same
nicely rounded topsides and the neatly
pulled in stern sections. Like any trailer
saller of this size, the Princess employs
extra beam for stability, but unlike the
other designs it does not have the
typically broad transom that beamy
seclions and a flat bottom encourage.

In performance terms the Princess is
not as fast as a Hartley TS 18, but then it
is a much heavier boat with proportionally
more weight devoted to ballast in the hull
and centreboards. One of the interesting
aspects of the design is the use of twin
“bilge"” centreboards so the cabin floor
space would not be cut up by an intruding
centreboard case, The twin centreboards
are made from galvanised 12mm steel
plate and pivot up into moulded centre-
cases which also serve as the bunk
fronts. The centreboards each weigh
45kg which helps stability a bit but is not
nearly enough to keep the boat on its feet
in strong winds. To give the boat yacht-
like stability the middie bilge area has lead
ballast moulded into the floor. There is a
total of 113kg of lead in the bottom of the
boat and this is enough to pop the boat
back from a total knockdown, even if both
centreboards are fully raised in their
cases

Apart from having open floor space
between the bunks, the other design
aspect which makes the Princess a
particularly roomy boat below is its deck
mould design which has the sides of the
cabin right out flush with the topsides
There is, in effect, a raised deck ahead of
the cockpit which not only gives excellent
siting headroom over all the bunks
below. bul also makes the deck roomy
and easy to move around on. The flat
deck is ideal tor sunbaking and it heips
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