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| draft long keel

i sailing her with

Sonito 22 is

a rising star

TESTED BY PETE

TO SUGGEST thatthe Australian
trailer-sailer market is getting a
little crowded would be an

understatament‘
Already there are upward of 70 traii-
able 3 ¢achts on the market — wiich to

some extent mirrors the demand which
has developed for this type of boat in
recent Vesars.

At 29f¢ . the Bonito is about the mid
range of trailer sailers but it gave the

‘JT.\D‘”ES%!OH of demgamucn blg r boatas
it sat on its trailer.
ag

The boat :ra easily into the water t
float well above her boot oomnv This
made me think that pernaps she would
prove (o be tender.

We were on a lee shore and, with some

| eraft, COLl‘lG have peen in trouble Gettmr

+he Bonito has a shoal
that makes her easy to
sail without her board down.

However.

As a martter of fact, we found ourseives
ntreboard fully raised
ana not nnawm it at one time.

We trie¢ to find out just how much

i difzewncn the board really made and,

apart from a slight difference in Dalance,
there was not much effect. The boat
points just as well, board or no board.
But. as usual, I am getting ahead of
mvseu.
There is a well-designed stern board-
ing ladder that is incorporated in a solid

| pUSDpI'C. It is in two mncecz sections so
| that, when

lowered, it extends below
waterline and is well ciear when raised.

The rudder is a swing-blade type with
lower support pin as well as the usual
gudgeon and pintal. The blade itself is
heid down by a line that can be made fast
in a jam cleat.

The cockpit comes aft to the transom
and has a mainsheet travelier mounted
on & bridgedeck that runs athwartships
| at the cabin bulkhead. There is plenty ot
room for a full crew and we proved this
by having five adults aboard without
anyone complaining that he

cramped.

An outboard well is
enc and has an easily-fitted plate to seal

ffwnen notinuse. ltisofa shape that
azlqws the motor to pe tilted up and lie
inside out of the way without having to
remove it from it§ mountin

was

itted at the alter

R DABBS

The decks were extremely solid and

with an aggregate 30 stone on the
foredeck, there was no tendancy to
spring. This was due to a sandwich

construction incorporating a balsa core
on all bearing areas.

The non slip treatment Was 8s g004d as
you would expect in glass and this,
together with wide sidedecks and two
wire safety rails, made going forward
safe ang easy.

The foredeck is unciuttered with cieat

ary line for inland cruising. A stron
hatch cover means the forecastle is not g
deorwea of space.
rig is simple — & li i
‘or mv liking. The mastis taperedfort thel
top section and is held up by 8/4 forestay|
and swept back lowers |
Ron Smith of Arahi Marine, wno is|
marketing the vacht in N.5.W. was in-1|
clined to agree that there could well be a|
backstay which can be easily rigged. for Z
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