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THE SHOW STOPPIN’ SUNBIRD

The greatest crowd stopper at both Melbourne and Sydney boat shows, must have been
the Sunbird Motor Sailer. From the momentit arrived at both shows, it was an instant suc-

cess. S0 much so

amnsing cim ket vt sy GOULd not see the boat for people.

on Sydney's Pittwater, to {ake one
out and put it through its paces,

The standard Sunbind 25 {5 one of
the bigger trailer yachts that people
clalmed was too big-for tralling but
now [t slzehas been accepled nlong
with more recenily designed tratter
yaehls whichhave grown to 28 . 1n
length.

The increaslng popularity of
traller yachts has fired the enthu-
siasm of rnany who found dinghies
toc demanding and large keel
yachts too expersive. Now they
have crafts thai have all the
comforts of an ocean golng yacht at
the price they can afford. As aresult,
many of Lhese newcomers are Young
famflles who want safety for their
children and the fun of sslling
without the need for eonstant deep
concentration.

Some of these famllles have come
from powerboats and, allhough
often competent seamen, satling is
quite Tew to them. They want a
basie salling boat that Is easy o
handle but st hanker for the btg
engine that they are used to. The
Sunbled 25 Molor Saller was
designed to fill these requlrements
and 1 does so extremely well

The hull {5 ldentical with the
standard model, as s the foredeck
and cabin right back 1o the after
bulkhead. From thereon, things ate
very different.

{continued on page 6}
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Sun Bird 25 Motor
Sailer

Melborme builder Chris Hall,
who established new, high stan-
dards of finish In fibreglass
yachts with hls Sunmald 20
trailer-saifer and ita bigger foliow-
ort. the Sun Bird 25, has succass-
fully explored the motor-sailer
theme,

His Sun Bird 25 motor sailer
stmply adepts the hull of the pure
sailing verslon by utllixlng a long.
shallow  batlast keel and 3z
three-biaded propelfer in an
aperture between the keel and thé
rudder, The beamy shallow hull
form is an eiftcient motozing shape.
A centreplate drops through the
keel to improve windward salling
efMetency.” -

The boat is enormously roemy -
both down below, where there is 5 1.
10 In. headroom, and in the
doghouse, enclesed by windows,
which has'§ ft. 4 in. headreom.

‘The galley sensibly located close
to the open air In the doghouse, {0
starboard, 1n a moulded fibreglass
unit that Inludes a recess for the
stove, fridge, sink and cupboards, ‘
The checker-board pattérm wooden
cutilng board lld provided as
standard,

The moulded-fibreglass helms.
man’s pedestal seat has a stowage
bin. Other stowage is avallable tn

that we had a lot of trouble getting aboard for a good look. You

s

(continued on page B
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Five Sun Bird 25 trailer yachts success'fullycompteted a427-mile criss-cross cruise of Bass Strait. Right from the beginning,
the owners and crews of the five Sun Bird 25’s planning a Bass Stralt crossing, visiting the Ken and Furneaux groups on the way,

agreed that the emphasis would be on safety and setting sensible daily objectives.

Ezch boat was equipgied with

quickly went for the second as the

marine CBradloand cnewithsingle ™ wind cilmbed to 35 krots.

side band to keep in contacl with
Melbourmne =l Hobart radios. We
carrled such necessary ltems as life
Jackets, fiares, safely hamesses,
frst aid kits, spate fitel and ground
tackle,

We set about provlstening with
the thought that it would be seven
or efght days before we would be
able to replenlsh supplies of food,
water and fuel. Fortunately the Sun
Biré is equipped with a fridgefice
box designed o use fee as the basic
cooisnt supplemented by running
the refrlgeration for about iwo
hours a day.

We began to wonder whether it
would al fit — canned food, dried
food, extra water telght gallons in
2-gal. piastic containers supple-
menting the 20 gal. tank), fish trap,
Ashing lnes, foulweather gear,
charts, elc., ete. But our worrles
dlsappeared a3 we began to pack.
The "Bird" had ample lockes space
to hold oulr mountain of suppies.

To maintain our battery power,
we knew we would have to tun our
motor for atrout iwo hoursa day. o
how much fuel would be need? Sun
Blrds are fitted with a
Birds are fitted with a single-
eylinder Volve dlesel which is
extremety ¢conomical. Qur tank
held 12 gatlons. about 25 hours
running. We decided.to take an
extra five gallens in & fercy can
stowed on deck, just in case.

Our party assembled st Port
Welshpool on February 8. First to
arrive were Tom and Shicdley
Delaney who were toleadour group.
They hed salled o Port Welshpool
from theilr home at Flinders in
Westernport Bay. Tom. & former
professional fisherman, had spent 4
lat of time working in the waters of
the Fumeaux group and the east
coast_of Tasmanla. We were to be
grateful on many occastons for both
hislocal knowledge and fsherman's
“nose™ for the wéather. He presence
gave us z feeling of security.

Next day. depariure day, dawned
fire with a8 mild north-westerly
wind. We motored 1o the 4 chaanel
marker, holsted full main and na 2
headsall and reached off southward
with the wind freshening. As the
wind gusted to 28 knols, we fook in
the first slab jn the main and

5% 52

We had cleared Westernpart
channel and with the wind still
fresherdng decided to make for the
cover of Entrance Point and wait
out the blow. Entrance Point is 2
shallow, poor ancherage, offering
the bare minlmum of protection

even right in ¢close, So with the tide .

falling in our already-shallow

location, tunch consumed and the
breeze having steadled loamund 30
kmois, we changed down to no 3 ib
and headed off due south against
the wind, which by now was from
the southwest.

Although the sea was lumpy, with’
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plenty of 85ing spray, the Sun Blrds
behaved beautifutly, logging a
constant six knots to windward.
Avout four miles from Refuge, the
hreeze dropped away eomplelely,
leaving us {0 motor into the breath-
takingly beautiful Refuge Cove.
‘There were many boats in Refuge,
among them game fishermen
sheltering from the blowio a imber
keteh from the Pacifie Islands en-
joying the beautiful gnchorage.

Melbourne Radic passed on a
forecase of south to south-westerly
winds Lo 20 knots for the second and
longest teg of our trip, the 49-mile
passage to the Kent group of
istands. Day dawned fine but over-
cast as we up-anchored and
motered southeast into the Hght
swell. There wasn't a breath of wind
uniil about 9 am. s0 we motored,
charging our batteries and enjoying
the panorama of Wilson's Promon-
tory, Rodonde and ihe Moncoeur
1stands, As predicted, the wind
came in from the south-west and we
revelled in the broad reach fo the
Kent Group. Most of the Sun Binds
set spinriakers when abreast of
Hogan Istand and salled at speedsof
up to9.4knatsfor thelast20milesof
the passage.

We salled Into West Cove on Erith
Island In bright sunshing, And aswe
anchored. we were greeted by glrls
whao swam out elad enly In sun tan.

West Cove les on the west side of
MurTay Pass which separales the

three maln isiands of the Kent
Group, The sandy beach s
incredibly clean and white. Onecan
clearly see the bottom in 30 /. of
water. :

‘The annual Erith Island Ball was
held Lhe pight we armived — by the
colony of young people known as
the “Erith Mob" who regularly take
up resldence on Erith during
February each year. The Exilh Ball
turned out to be a barbecue an the
beach with 3 talent quest after-
wards — a fun night far all.

But arcund midalght. the wind
had freshened and backed to the
south, causing one of cur boats o
drag ils ancher with almost dlre
consequences. We hastily retumed
to our beats, upanchored and
followed Tom Delangy to Garden

- Cove, a more pretected anchorage,
for what was left of the night.

Forecasts for the third day of our
voyage were agaln south {o south.
west at 20 knots, so we set sall for
West Sister Island off the nerthern
tip of Filnders Island Sailing eon.
ditlens were fabulous. Under full
main 2nd Aumber 2 we were making
around 7 knots, In bright sunshine,
As the conditions were perfect and
the wind veered more westerly, we
decided the change our destination
to Killiecrankie Bay on the north-
west coast of Flinders Island

Killecrankle proved to be a
delightful spet — a wide, sweeping
beach beneath towering granite
outcrops with an anchorage
sheltered hehind a natural rocky
inlet in the southwestern comer of
the bay. It houses a small fshing
fieet of four or five boats and after
some negotiations with the fisher.
men we spent the evening enfoying
asucculent eray (each), achaland a
beer around a beach fire.

The glass was felling rapldly on
day 4, the sky overcast and some
drizzle was falllng. Our schedule
was ta make for Whitematk to
collect supplea and then pushonto
Lady Batymon,

" Tom Delaney's [ocal knowledge
came o our rescue. Most andous
that we leave Whitemark as quickly
as posslblie, Tom sald: *When the
giass falls like this and we have
misty drizzle, four timesout of fiven
blow Is imminent.”

Blow It did. As we left Whitemnark,
the wind sswung 1o the northwest at.
20 knots. Within minules it was 25
knots with vislbillty down 1o about
500 yards. Inwent the first reef With
gusts to 30knots, Inwent thexecond
reel.

The wind was on our starboard
quarter and weran at Rknote for the
protection offered by the Islands of
Franklin Sound some 15 miles
dlstant. With visihiiily worsening
wll the time, we frequently lost sight
‘ofthe other boats In our convoy. As
we entered Franklin Sound, the
wind strengthened to3gknolsinthe
gusls and the sea bultlt guickly to
short, steep, confused waves.

Yhile we hung onto the fully

N

reefed maln and no 2 jib, our tog
needle stuck on the maximum 10
knots for long periods. With the
gusts reaching 42 knots, down came
the main. The log need rematned on
1% knots with the boat under no 2
}ib only, The wind was still streng-
thening as we repched ihe
protection of Trousers Paint but the
seas were much smoother in §ts fee,

Puring this wild, surfing ride we
were thrilled by the way our Sun
Birds  handled. They were
amazingiy stable, relatively dry and
above all delightfully responsive
and centrollable, At no stage were
we out of control,

We matored the last mile to Lady
Barron through the tricky, shaliow
passages and moored alongside the
sturdy lecal cray and shark boats at
the jetty. B

Over the fiext three ddys, Fthrihe ~
weather worsening and the wind
reaching a peak of 62 knots ¢in our
sheltered pasition), we gol to know
some of the island people and
learned how hospitable they can be.
They were - wonderful, always
offering to help In some way og
another from providing fresh Ash or
crayfish to everyone tomaking thefr
homes avatlable to the girls for hot
showers. :

We finally left Lady Batron, after
replenishing our supplies, In bright
sunshine and smooth $2a8, heading
for Swan Island about two miles off
the northeaster tp of the
Tas-manian mainland. Some of our
party motored on, into the maln-
land, to complete the Bass Stralt
trosstng and collecl a souvenir
handfel of Tasmanian sand.

Having reached our halfaay mark

- ey

in time we decided not to sail any
further south hut commence our
retum vie the east coast of Flinders
Isiand, visiting Babel, the Sisters
and Hogan Islands on the way.
We completed the clscumnaviga-
tlon of Cape Barren Istand, again in
biight sunshine. MIf they had a
warm chlmate down here, lhere
would be a resort hotel on every
beach”, sald one of eur parly. The

" beaches were the whitest and

cleanest we had ever seen and the
water was crysial clear. With the
rugged mountains added, the

T scenery was magnificent and

unspolled.

We returned to Lady Barron with
the aim of colleciing final supplies
and heading north. Unfortunately,
the wind was agalnst our deing this
by the east coast 50 we retraced our
path via the west cosst to Killle- .
crankle — an enfoyable day’s sall of
about 50 miles.

Next day we enjoyed an easterly
bregze which gave us a 20-mile
spinnaker run to Deal Tsland, We
arrlved in time foz @ swim and funch
at Fast Cove — anather fewel with
white sand, the shelter of high cliffs,
and watlables hopping aleng the
beach

Deal Island has one of the maln
lighthouses tn the southern
Australian system, maintalned by
two families who keep the station
Jetty and houses In  metfcuious
order, 'They welcomed us, enter-
talned us toafternoon coffes, offered
showers and finzally drove us the 3
km. to watch to process of lighting
the light. : -

‘The view from the top of the Ught-
house is breathiaking. One can see
Flinders Island to the south and
Wilson Promontory to the north-
west plus all the reefs, Islands and
rocks between. Deal Island 9 allve
with wildlife. The wallabtes are the
most preilfic. About 15,000 of themn
accupy an #frea of about elght
sqliare mites. Unafmid of man, they,
will accept amorseloffered from the:
barbecue.

With the weather forecast un-
favorable, we declded tomake arun-
for Port Albert on the mainfand. We
sel off in low cloud and mist. As the
day progressed, 1L became evident
that unless we motored, we covld
net reach our destination before
nightfal,

Feg closed tn and visibility was
down to about 50 yards for several
hours, Seme anxlous momenls
foltowed the sound of a large ship's
{og hom somgwhere to the north-
¢ast. Sounding every three minules.
It passed to the north of us. golng
west. We kepl a sharp lookeut after
that. The fog cleared and we were
relieved to find we were just one
mile west of the Port Albert channel
beacens.

Arriving at the Port Albert Jetly
on February 24 having salled somme
427 naublcal miles in 14 days, we
adlourned to the pub for a celebra-
tion.

On Jo-An 2, we used 18 gallons of
fuel and 40 gallons of frexh watern
Cost ol provisions and {fuel,
fneluding those bought along the
way, was less than $200. We thought
we had an excellent boat belore we
teft, we were convinced of it on our
return.

— Australlan Saiilng.

Sourced, stored & provided, courtesy of dohn Crawford Marine. "GLD's Used Boat Specialists Since 1964"
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AUSTRALIAN CHAMPIONSHIP TROPHY. ™"
: WINNERS -~ .
Sunmmaid 20 ‘ .
DIVISION A
Ist CURRENT AFFAIR J. BERNETT VIC,
2nd ALOUETTE P. DRANSFIELD IWC:
3d JOAN H H.DAVIS VICH
DIYISICH B {Afiet Countback)
1st LALI A QUINN
2nd TANAHE G. E!.AR'ITN :\‘J‘T'[g;
3rd SERENTTY . J. RLOPRGGGE VIC
DHYISION C
1st SOLATRE G. McFARLANE
2nd DIAMOND BLUES R.HAUGHTON :{gg:
Frcd LAZY DAYS [. SOMMERS WIG)
Sunbird 25
Est JO-ANN B J. MERRILLEES
nd MURPHY 8§ LAW E. HALL :&g}
3rd TORTLE : 5. PHILLIPS VIC)
LADY SKIPPER 4
Ist FAMILY AFFAIR SANDRA CONNOLLY
" JUNIOR SKIPPER

1st SHADRACK CHRIS BIBBY

1.{HoWw:Xtie Litlies

; The.nudists of Bass Strajt are accustomed to having thelr

beat the Bass

g p{t\}:acﬁlri\('aded from tima 10 1ime by cruising yachismen, But It
was p {098-up whose eyess opened widest when a fleet of five litths:

boats hove into view and parked lhe_maelvés along Erfth ixiand's

famed nuddy beach.

. It is, after all. an extremely
secluded spot, ouf heee in the Kent,
group many nautical miles from

- nowhere.

And the five smart little yachts
were trafler-satless,

Now. 1t is a rare sight {0 sep five
yachts -of any kind cruising in
company out in the dire Stralt.

Bul traller-sailers!

Were they mzd? How onearth had
they gol there? Where were they
going? Were they {n need of assis-
tance and-or certifying as lunatlcs?
Who on earth were they?

The answers to thesé qilte rea-
sonable questions are; Nat reslly.
Without much difficuity, Tasmanta
or bust. Far from it.

And the boats, all Sunbird 23s,
were Lazy Days'II, skipper Tom
Delaney; Summerwind I, Biil
Randall; Jo-an II, Joh Merrilees;
Ripper, Bruce Richerdson: and
Margie Too, Chris Hall

‘This fntrepld bevy of Hitle
beauties set out from Port Welsh.
pool, celled in at Refuge Cove, said
hellow to the Kent Group naturists
tlooking them straight in the eve il
Ene time, of course), idylled around
Flinders Island, then Swan islend,

MEANDERING DOWN THE MURRAY

Somecne sald, that when Colom-
bus salfed west with his three boats,
he dldn't know where he was going,
when he arrived he didn't know
where he had been. Times have
changed, for when three Sunmalds
and one Red Baren Catamaran
went North from Melobolirne last
August, their skippers knew they
were bound for Echuca on the
Murray. They knew where they were
2t all times (well, most of the time),
thanks to the excellent charts they
carrled, and when they got back
they knew that they had crulsed
some of the most beautltul and
intezesting river scenery in thelr
boating experfence.

We rendezvoused at Thomsons
Beach in Cobram for a 1.30 pm.
start. The sun was shining warmiy
end as we relaxed on the sand, Bob
Dack was heard {0 say "Il we get no
further than this I'lt be happy'’.
However, we did get further than
that - £30 tiver mites further.

State forests skiried the iver and
we were delighted with the beautiful
trees. many of which are old and
gnarled into fascinating shapes.

Theriverhasmany snagsbut they
were easy to navigate at the river
level, afthough a watchful eye had
to be kept. The current was swift
and, of course, this heiped our fizel
consumptlan considerably.
Although we had hopefuliy holsted
sajls, the winds were nof favorable
add reluctantly we had to motar
almost the entire way.

/Our first stopping place was
Tocumwal. The lown Jetty was
empty &nd blg enough for us ali to
tie up to. Tecumwal has some
interesting old butldings but lacks
the prospercus appearance of
Cobram. Very close Lo owr meoring
place is an enormous synthetlc
murray ¢od which 1s used as a
wishing welt Lo raise money for one
of the loeat organisatlons. There
were the usual remarks about “the
biggest one”, ete.

Arearly start next moming found
us lowering cur masts topass under
the Tocumwal bridge. but you alt
know how easy that is en a
Sunmafd, then on our way
domnstream.

we saw hundred of cockeys. galas

parrats and waterbirds. The nofse

made by the cockeys was deatening
Bt 1L was Jovely to see themin such
numbers, Nying free, .

We stopped for lunchon one of the
sandy beaches and locked for the
white breasted =ea ealge which Is
found In this area, but apart from
Newville, who saw & blrd similar to
the deseription, we looked in valn

Each night we found a sultable

f et

stopplng place where a campflre
was qulckly it and after dinner our
talented guftarist, jolned by two
¢latinets and a mouth-oigan
enterizined us wilh the ¢ld songs.
‘There's semething speclal about
songs arcund a campire, and we all
had feelings of well-belng onretring
1o our comfortable bunks,

AiBarmah, asmall tawn, we fllled
water and petrol tanks and our food
supples, although the store here Ls
not overstocked, The Fub putona
good counterlunch, despite the fact
that the lady cook had gone
shopping fof the day and lef the
publican to do the cooking. He was
somewhat shocked when ten of us
watked in for lunch, but did &n
admirable job,

After leaving Barmah we came to
the entrance of the Barmzh and
Moira Lakes and although the
thoeughtof a brisk sall wastempting
we could see they were very shallow
and s¢ continued downstream.

Moting on our charis that P.8.
Murrumbidgee had bumt along the
way and that the remains were stil
visible, we walked along the river
bank end came across a few metal
stauncheons. After searching we
found more and finally could make
out the shape of the baw of a boat
They were protruding from the
ground about §7, and we wished we
had brought shovels tadigabit and
see what else we could find.

At the entran¢s of the Goulburn
River we passed a few rather poor
looking houses and were zmazed
that this area is nol used more.
However as we approached Echuea
the river became slightly buster.

There was ample room for us to
passunder thelovely old bridge and
we were delighted tos¢e ahead ofus
the tall wharts of this historlc place.

Echuca has great chamm and we
Enew that we would enjoy out stay
here. 11 was founded In 1850 by a
convict — Henry Hopewood — who
after serving only S months ofhis 14
year sentence, settled on the south
bank of the Murray. He buil an inn
and sheps just seuth of the wharf
and soon after put a punt across the
river. He soon hzd a monepaly on
river erossings, made a greal proft
from them and with great foresight
bullt the elegant Bridge Hote),
where people walting for the punt
gquenched thelr thirst. This hotel is
beautifully restored and used as a
restaurant where one can eat in an
old world, candle 1it stmosphere.

We were surrounded by
‘Australian  history  frem  the

moment we stepped askore. There
18 a faseinating wharl fonce 1

mettes above the summer level of
the river. The reason for the fofty °
structure {sthe seasonal fluctuation
of fdver levels at Echuca, Here we
explored P.S. Pevensey built in
1910 and completely vestored, one of
the 100 river boais thal once
steamed thousands of miles up and
down the Murtay.

In the cargo shed are three moddels
depicting vartous aspects of the
history of the Port, which In its
heyday was the most important’
inland port In Australia, and & 6
minute video — visual of the Port
story, ail of which we found very
interesting. :

Once outside the wharf there are
steam-engines, an enormous iog
buggy built entrely of redgum.
museums full of relics from the past,
the Steampacket Hotel — one of
only 3or4 ofthe 85 hotelsleft, and a
hast of things to keep you intrigued.

Al tn all, we found our trip had
Just about everything we could wish
for — except perhaps salilng, and we
hope next year's crulse some more
people shalljoln usin seelng more of
this might Murray River, Coming? -

— Enid Webster
“Undine”

set foot.on the Tasmanian maln-
land, and came home,

Just jtke that? Yes, George, more
or tess just like that.

In 10 days of actual sailing, this
intrepid Litte fleel covered H0 sea
miles, metoring when there watn'i
enough breeze to push them along
at five knots and very sensibly
staying ih when things looked too
dodgy outside.

They had only two frights, which
as any Bass Stralt addict will tell
vou Is not bad golng It blew up
really nasty as they were onthe way
round to Lady Barmon at the
southern end of Fiinders Isfand.

Tom Delaney, who is coxswain of
the Western-por? plitot boat when
he's net cruising hls Sunbird, shep-
herded themallintasafe anchorage
in the lifile fiching harbor.

They sat oul the blow for three
days. It was force 10 at times, which
{sno breeze forlidtle yachis tobeout
in. Or even big ones. .

Sitting it cut had 1ts advantages.
There were many fine meals of
crayfish.

The other trauma was when Chris
Hall found anuncharted rock round
the back of Cape Barren Istand and
lest his propeller on it and a bit of
rudder.

Volvo, with whom- Hallhas quite
a bit of clout, fNlew out a new prop in

24 hours and a local abalone diver
Rtted it on underwater in five
minutés Aat.

HNow It's not the sort of Jaunt that
any tratlable yacht should- tackle,
far from tL. Safety was Uie Reynote of
this ¢rulse. Nothing was left to
chanee,

They plcked February asa time of
year when weather records show the
dreaded Straft [s at its most benlgn,
The longest lag of the crulse was 60,
miles. There was no night sailing.

And there was plenty of
experience among the skippets.
Crulsing Incompany meant that the
old sea degs were alweays onhand to
pass on thelr wisdom i necessary.

Irthe sunbird saga [nspires you to
rig your trailable yacht and tackle
Bass Strait solo. the word from
Delaney, Hall, Richazrdson and Co.
1s PON'T! 1t took teamwork and -
large lumps of experience to keep
the crulse happy.

The Sunhird squad logged a couple
of new Bass Stralt spectes, [neldent-
ally. Ori Flinders Island they dis
covered the Cape Barren Gobbling
Qoose, otherwise known s a feral
turkey, which Fmved fuite edlble,

And on Wison's Prom they
tecorded, rat for the Jast titne, the
Refuge Cove Beer'n'fags Bot.
Really, fellows Uf yeit're going on an
extended crulse do provision

-yourselves adequately with the

thalr virtues and values. .
‘Three and 8 hsall years ago,
Melboume yachisman Chris Hall
decided to have a go at the tratler
szller scene In Victoria with a deslgn
from New Zealand that he called the
Sunmatd 20. The sueccess of the
move ts shown In the sales of the
craft with almost 240 Sunmalds on
the water and demand st steady.
With the success of the 20 footer
and the development in Australia of
targer trailer sailers. It was loglcal
for Hall to look ta a larger verston of
the Sunmald and the result in mid
1477 became the Sunbird 25 It's
selling well, proving to many of {ts
buyers to be an obvious step-up
from tie smalier troiler sallers.
Seen by seme manufacturers and
dealers as being the pacesetier in
the TS field in Victoria, no-one was
surprised to see Hall go 2 step
further when he released a metor
salter verslon of the Sunbird at
Melbourne's Saitzoat 73.
While the release of the 25 TS
could bre reasonably assumed in the
light of its suecessful “little

brotirer”, the motor saller was a

Sourced, stored & provided, courtesy of John Crawford iMarine,
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The Gippsland Lakes seem to be Sunmald and Sunbird .

country, judging by the number of them around the prea. Rik
Dovey takes & hard look ot the Sunmald twins and discusses

— OR
BOTH

gamble. Hall displayed a wide,
toothy grin when he polnted out
that within lwomonthsefitstelease
he had sold nine metor saflers.

To iry out the new boats I
accepted his offerof joining a Sun-
maid/Sunbird Association regatta
at Geelong. The weekend produced
two days of full gales and a third
comparatively “pleasant” strong
north easteriy. Asmore thanadozen
beals remalned al thelr berths 1t
was hardly surprising to find their
crews had turned thelr atiention to
shore attractiens. and one look at
same of the bieary cyes explained
some of the worst slabreefs U'veever
een as tho erews began thelr slogs
hame. fgnoring “Captain
Bligh-type” Insinuatlons, [ jolnad
two crews who gulped down lots of
cofiee before'leaving the break-
water,

Erle Liftle and his thzee teenage
children gave me the thrillerof thelr
sunbird ‘T8 which Esic had bought
second-hand only a weekearlierand
was preparing for a traller crulse to
the Barrler Reef and back. The first

vontinued on page §
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SUN BIRD &5
-~ MAXE T
Rl A L] i ed
ﬁig eister of the popular Sur
Maid 20 thls new maxi fraller yachi -
seis new standards In €émall yacht

comfort ... she has an Inboard
dleset too!

Just what Is a maxd trailer-sailer?
To Melbourne yacht manufacturer
and experienced offshore racing
sailor, Chris Hall, it s the evolutien
of TS's to a stage where they can
mateh a 20 foot yacht or cruiser for
Iuxury touches such as standing
headroom and & shower,

As builder of Vietoria’s most
popular TS, the pretty litlle Sun
Maild 20, Chris also had some
definite [dea about how he would
tmprove his next tratler-sailer. For
inslance, he felt that for quick exits
off awkward launch ramps and for
really efficient engine power, he
would ilfe an inboard diesel, no less,
in his next Ts.

After seeing the interest in a
bigger breed of trailer yacht build
up in hls home state In 1975, Chris
decided to commission the designer
of the Sun Mald, New Zealander
John Brocker, to come up with a
maXi tratter yacht. Chris did not
start oul with any real imitatipns
on slze, but after much study of
overseas designs, and werk with
Brookes in New Zealand on a
mock-up of the boat, he setiled ona
husky, shertended 25 foater.

At first glance the Sun Blrd 25, as
,the new maxt was to be catled, -
looked to be rather bulky on 2
iraller but this imege was sa0n
dispelled when people saw the boat
afloat. She certainly is a high-stded
chunky-lpoking beat, but all the
same she has 4 certain style and
character that makes herappealing

under sail,

At her debul In the 1936
Melbourne Sai! Boat Bhow, the Bun
Blird demonstrated her popular
appeal when It come to winning
wives who were tired of cramped
cabins and faqilittes that really were
not quite like home.

VWith an Interior layout that
rivalied lzrger cruising yachts sueh
as the Columbia 27, Pacifie 27 and
others in the standing headroom-
category, the Sun Blrd won many
non-boating for the first time.

Chrls Hzkll says the most remark-
ahie thing about the success of the
Sun Bird was that It didn't really
take from the existing ranks of traile
sallor owners. Most buyers weze
first {imers whe had a runabout as
their previous boat.

‘The Sun Bird has an Interdor that
is really comfortable, by any
standards.

She measures 25 foot along the
deck and with high freeboard and a
beamy hull, she has the fnterlor
space of some bigger yachix Witha
bears of 8" 2" tthe maximum traller
width allowedin Australiaiiapering
only slightly in the a@ sections, the
boat retains alot ofroomaround the
cockpit area

The interior could have been
badly orgenised under poorer
management but Chris Halliwha is
something of a perfectionisty put a
1ot of time into working out the
interior with designer, John Broake.
The resull is one of the bost planned
stock interforsthat I have seeniran
Austzallan or overseas stock yacht,
Without even a hint ofcrowding you
dn get six full sized berths, 8ix foot
hWeadroom. a four s¢ater dineite,
targe galley. enclosed forard cabla
and raom for 2 shower.

A yacht is fer salling, and not just
lving in. so with thisinmind. T took
the oppartunity early in (978 to test
£all the Sun Bird oa her heme
ground — the grey waters of Port
Phillip Bay.

Qur outing consisted of a grand
taur of ihe not so terrifte launching
facilitles of Port Philiip followed by
a launching of what seemned to be g
watermay oul of the Engllsh mid-

lands,
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Exploring Port Stephens and Myall Lakes

Five Victortans Sunmaids and
oine Sunblrd spent a very happy
time in January, 1915 a! port
Stephens and the Myall Lakes,
W.EW. — namgly Maureen and
Gavia Hogan, Shirley and John
Sulllvan, Florence and Alan Miller,
Margaret and Gil Lunberg, Betty
and Beb Dack and Kay and Bill
Randall. Alsopresent were acertaln
Roomorao and Adventure 22 —
Judith and George Ramsay,
Carelyn and Trever Heale — who
keptus bright company, Lo¢al Port
Stephens  Sunmaider  Peler
Maynard and his wife, Ondrea
extended terrific hospitality to
some of these fun-seeking people
tincluding ourselves) when we
arrived at Nelson's Bay in the
middle of a2 48-hour downpour. Tt
was really great ta know that
somebody up there loved us!

Boat tamps In the area are
sHuated at Litlle Nelson Bay
{known locally as Little Beach}
Nelson Bay, Salamander Bay and
Soldiers” Poind 13 ramps. al the
lattery. These at the first three bays
and one of the Soldiers’ Point ramps
facenorthward, while the remaining
twa 8.P. ramps have a southerly
aspect, which gives plenty of chalce
according {0 wind conditions, tide
howaver must be kept Inmind with
a range of six to seven [feel.
Satamander Bay has limited
turning space near the ramp, bt
compensates by having a hotel and
jetty handy. pius caraven park
across the road where cars and
trailers may be left .

We were surprised ul the size of
Nelsons Bay — a bustling resort
town with a wide range of shops
Shoal Bay to the east is a very
beautiful fesort which caters well
for the fourist. The local R.§ L Club
{s avaltable to visltors and provides
a very good cotinter tea atmoderate
prices.

No sponer had the sun shone
than we were laun¢hed and away
acress Porl Stephens, salllng in
behind Corrielslandiothe entrance
of the Myall River and the town of
Fea QGardens. Now here is a
misnamed towm, for weexpected no
mere thah & kiesk and found
instead a fully fledged small town
spread along the waterfront Fhe
ladies were eecstatic to find a
well-serviced laundremat in frent
our chosen anchorage. Wenotedthe
chieap counteriunch at thelocal put
and the more expensive restaurant
with deluxe take.away food
theautiful cheeses etel). The local
caravan park provided clean
showers at reasonsbie cost, Alan
and Florence lnunched at Tea
Gardens and were invited lo Join
our group. Randalls discoversd thal
the bridge nearby Is to be treated
with care by Sunbirds which, ltke
keelbeats, have to wall for low tide

in order to have suffictent mast-
Toom, 10 Sunmatds — ne problem,

We motored up the river some 20
wiles to the Broadwaler {the first
iake), Choosing a course to dodge
the shallows we sailed for Legge's
Camp a} Bombah Polnt to te up
overnight, The camp was rather a
nin-down affalr, but a well-stocked
shop was well patronised. The
fallowing day we motor-salled up
river to Boolambayte Loke, past
Violet Hlll and enteved the final and
Jargest lake Myall Lake.

As we thatlered on radio to
determine whlch parl of the fake
might provide a sheltered
ancherage for New Years Eve, a
fdendly N.8.W. volee bought inta
the conversatlen warning us of
mudflats and inviting us {o Jein his
group of yachlles at Tickerablit
fovely namelt Just past the
entrance to the fake. The welcome
was tremendatus, NaW
Sunmaiders from the Botany Bny
Yacht Club swam out to greet us.
grabbed our anchers and had us all”
tied up before you could say " YouTe
enjoying yourself too much, you'd
better go to bedi" We found
irallerable yachts of many kinds
present plus a few keelboats and
crulsers, and about 60 people
happily saw the New Year in around
a camp fire on the beach

January ist was good sailing
weather so we enfoyed a good beat
to the far end of the lake at Burnigall,
We foitnd no tewn, far that {s a mile
or s0 away from the water. but jusi a
sawmili (cedar was logeed here
years ago). While some folk declded
tospend anightar twoona pleasant
beach at Naraml, we salled back
past Tlckerabit to Johnsons HiL
near Goat Island. Ex-Victorlan
Gerar Nehemiah, his wife Hamke
and daughter, Wendy, Joined us
here jn theiz Boomerang the
fellowing day. Qerard and Eric
Skewes (former Vietsrian TS 18
man) have gone into the boat hirlng

husiness at Port Stephenswith four -

RE 28's/

Newsoftheapproach ofasouther-
1y buster sent us scunrying back to
Tickerrabit that night. Lundbergs,
Sullivans and Maynards, who had
delayed at Nelsons Bay. jolned us
here. A certaln small boy in the
crowd decided that Gil was ‘g nice
strangerand even thoughthehada
few toys lucked away below deck!
Mistyralndidn't detec the kids from
having & good birthday party under

- bezch umbrellas.

Having decided to try another
section of the Myall Rlver we
motored up to Buladelah, a sleepy
titdte town on the Princes Highway
which has a fion-self-service grocery
complete with blg weoden counter
and a friendly butcher's shop
completely enclosed in fiywire

. after

teurlosities to us elty slickers!. The
next day saw us metoring back
down river. making friends with
czulser people Sue and Jim
Atterldge from Elanoza, Sygney. We
were struck by the friendlinesst
of all boating people in the area
— they even speak to each other?
Befote turning to the mainstretch
of river we just had 1o sail across
Breoadwater and try the surf at
#ungo Brush, Qur guest, Canadlan
exchange sludent Heather Sirra.
had never exXperlenced surd before
and we could not get her oui! After
lingering for a day or two we headed
hagk to another pleasant overnight
riverbank spot before returning in
the heat to Tea Gardens, This time

we stlrred the old town with our

prawn and oyster waterfront pariy,
washed down with 1% gailons of
white wine, Bill Randail's Sunbird
weas the objeet of the townsfolk's
aftentton and, no deubt, gossip.

A good sall back Lo Port Stephens
for the Dacks (the others preferred
1o motor] and we tled up in Fame
Cove overnlght ~ - the best
all.weather anchorage In the
estuary, popular with keel boatsbut
havirg very little beach. We were
happy tohave Eric Skewesand Pam
sail over to greel us. The rext day
farewelling Hogans at
Salamander Bay and many swims
zt Soldlers” Polnt. we retumed to
Fame Cove, On our last szlling day
at Port Stephens we had a lovely
spinnaker tun to Shoal Bay and
were mpressed with it beauly, its
ocean swells and its ey water, Had
time permitted we could havé had
an ocean sail. Our overnight
anchorage was on moorings at
Little Beach while visiting the
R.&L. and the Skewe's home.

It hurt to puil the hozts sut and
farewell our friends, but we had time
for an oavernight visit to Lake
Macquarie and a week in Sydney.
where we spent several nights tled
up at g frlends marinay at
Balgowlah, North Harbour after
launching at Manly. [} was reaily
good to have a chinnee to satl in The
Harbour, We're convinred {t's the
enly way 10 see Sydney! We finally
achieved our alin of o sail with Anne
and Jim Brown on their Fost Coast
31 when we jolned them for a
mid-week race which took place just
as g eold front went threugh —most
exciting!

After some Sydney hospitality —
seafoed restaurant ete. — weZelt on
our return journey around the ¢oast
{a Melboumne. We can recommend
the area for scenic Interest. good
sailing and good company. 1t helps,
of course, to have your own mad
salflng mates along.

— Betty Dack.

This boat has got it Maid

The new Sun Mald 20 mode! has besn made more comfortable and efficlent with four
full size bunks. lts popularity Is attested to by the faci that a Sun Mald Assoclation has )

been formed in Adelakie with a membership of more tharn 20 boats.

The new medel can be Inspected
al. Adelalde Outboard Service,
baws Road. It costs about 510,000

The main improvement s the
relecation of the centreboard in the
cabln to make mote space aval-
able.

Sun Mald 2015 a ballasted centre-
board gleap of medium dispiace-
ment designed by New Zeatander
John Brooke to race competitively
In the quarter-ton or Junlor
Ofishore Group divisions,

1t §s also designed to provide safe,
comfortable family cruising with
facltities and accommodation
usually assoclated with larger
yachts.

FEaosily handled ashore orafioat by
& crew of two, Sun Mald can be
moored or trailered to the sea.

The hull deck and interior are

moulded separaiely in foreglgsg (o

Lleyd’s speeifications.

The lead balizst is moulded and

bolted into the bottom of the skeg.
‘The galvanised stee] centreplate s
raised and fowered by a simple
winch,

TFotal bzallast and centreplate
welght s 163 kilograms to give 0 45
p.c. ballast ratio. Coupled with
advanced deslgn in the holl shape
this gives stability and perfor-
mance.

The ¢abin is roomy with_ four
bunks and better than .37 metres
headreom. There are 11 [farge
storage areas below bunklovel with
cupbeard and tocker space above.
Sink, ice box and stove sheif are
bullb-in.

The cockpltls selfdraining with a
46-centimetre bridge deck with
spray moulds comfortably angled
Six adults can =it {n the cockplL

Fhe rig uses anpdised sluminium
spars, heavy duty tsmvlenesalls with
arong ofh‘:ad £alls for conifortable
parformance

The John Brocke deslgn rellects
nearly 50 years of practical design
and safllng experience, The hand-
lald s0lid fibreglass construction Is

4n excess of Lioyd's requireménts

Mr Ken Robertson of Adelaide
Oulboard, says the safely features
include a seif-righting and
sell-draining cockpit As the cenle
case Is integrally moulded Into the
hult, thera 1s no danger of leaks
developIng there. The lead ballast
does not exert salling strains on tne
centreplate or its casing.

The fuel tank 15 built In for an
awxlliary motaor.

The boal comeswithalNo. 2genoa
and malnsaf] with roller reefing
with the spinnaker equipment and
traller extra.

Specificatlons Sun Mald: length
6096 meises, beam 228 melres

.graught (plate up) 38 centimetres,

p'ate down T metsd, displademént ¥

. 817 kg., ballast 263 kg.

SAIL, POWER OR BOTH...,

+onlinued from page 4.

thing that struck me wasthe quality
of tke [inish. Cansidering the
popularity of the Sunmaid I was
expecting to see a first class finlsh,
and T was not disappalnted. Even
after a year's salling by Its previcus
owner the glass work was stili top
noteh, and the thought and crafts-
manship that had gone into the
interior was of the same standard,

With the wind a steady 17*lo 15
knots and gusHng to 25 knots I was
expecting pleaty of pinching and
hauling on the tiler when the crew
hoisted their Number Two genot
and the mainsail with enly ene reef,

" But when we got out inta the open

Bay it was a pleasant surprise.
While we wete a litlle overcan-
vassed, the Sunbird never became a
handful, and with Iintelligent
feathering in the gusts 1t was still
easy nandling pushing along at a
steady slx knots on the wind,
Puiting the craft about, pulling
away onto a reach and gybing were
all  handled witheul  fuss,
considering the fact that the crew
had salied on the beat only three or
four times. Erle had owried at !
Sunmatd before and he feels that
the larger Sunbird 1s easler to
nandle and more folerant of
mistakes.

Keeping both salls full ond
pulling in the gusts supported hls
argument While weather helm butlt
up as [s only natural, it was net to
reach the stage of having to be
halugd back &8 I've found on some
other similar trailer salters. The
Sunbird {s a well balanced craft and
Teould ind no vices. Withthe strong
winds this was no day for
spinnakers but they are avallahle
and thelr area of 546 3q. feet, would
improve the performance con-
siderably in light winds, The kite {s
optional 1o the stage that Hell sells
the Sunblird and pew owmers will
find the standard complement
adequate.

“The Sunbied 25 TR selis for $16.950
complete for sail away except for
engine and trailer,

The Sunbird takes the Yolvo
Penta T hop. dlesel which, in the
fult inboard version costs $2,700,
and wuith stern drive costs $2.950,
The tilt tredler cost $1.875 (July
J978L

hand. All halyards and sheets [ead
afts 10 the cockplt with Melsner
winches for sheets and halyards,

Alumintum teg rafls, pushpit and
pulpit with al-round lifelines
provide security on deck.

Gunbird cwners will have to find
extra ¢ash for instruments such as
legs and compasses as they are not
provided in the basic sale, bt Chris
Hali pravides all ihe necessary basle
safety eguipment.

He does not selt his crant at
various stagesof completion fortwo
reasons. “1 find 50 per cent of our
buyers want everything, so that's
what they get. Also by knowing
what equipment we sieed for orders
we can buy in buik and s0 keep
prices down.'*

‘There's a considerable jump in
price 1o the Sunbird Motor Satler.
She sells for $22,000, but s lot more s
provided in the same basle huil for
the extra money.

Hall felt there was a wide open
market  for motar  sabfers.
particularly in Victorla, and felt the
be.st place to start with the proven
deslgm of the Sunbird.

Hall has almed to provide fami-
lies with a crulsing boat with plenty
of space and comfort.

A consirahly lengthened cockpit
with ralsed doghousze are Ihe ob-
vious visual alteratlons. .

“Fhe cockplt has been lengthened
al the expense below of one berth ™
and Lhe galley. The galley goes
cutside into the ¢cockpit under the
protection of the doghouse.

The helmsman " uses wheel
sleering on the port side under the
deghouse with proteetion from
wrap-around apmour.  glass
windows, The aluminium frame
includes sliding side windows for
communilcation with the foredeck.
His seatisthe fce box. and the wheel
console includes full instrumen-
tation.

Overhead there fs 2 square
perspex Lkatch for observing the
mazinsall, however its not nearly
large enough or fat encugh forwerd
astheskipper presentiy hastoleave
his seat and lean right back to see
the IIf of the malnsall. With the
ralsed stern the pushpit has been
done away with and a swimmer's
platform s instailed on the tran-

Three sails are Included In the
purchase price. They are & numbel
two genoa t130 square feett. number
three 1ib 150 sq. feety, and mainsait
{140 sq. feel). Reefing is siab,

Accommodation js for six with all
berths excesding 1.829 m. in length.
‘Thisis made up of tae single berths
forward, a guarter berth, a settee
berth snd the lable folds down ta
form 2 double berth.

‘Therels standing keadroom fn the
fully carpeted cabin Marine head
and a spirit stove mounted on
gimbals are included In the specl-
fleatfon. Nointerlorspace Is wasted,
gvent to the stage where open side
lockers fill In those small areas
around the cabin sides that are
sometimes wasted. Erle Eittle and
his family should have little trouble
finding space for all thelr equip-
ment for thelr long cruise,

The standard perspex fore hatch
lets plenty of ight inta the for ard
cabin area and Is protected by an
exteror grifl.

On deck, the experience of the
smaller Sunmald shows in its blgger
brother, 'The layout of fittings 1s
simple with everything ecasy to

som. A buoyancy/storage tank
moulded Enside the transom
provides seating for three and
plenty of storage space. Rémovable
wooden siat seats line the sides of
the cockpit and provide extra
seating when needed.

With the doghouse getting in the
way, the motor saiter’s halyards are
winched and =et on the mast and
there isonly one genoa lead running
nft to the cockplt. The foresall is self
tacking which is a practical meve.

The doghouse makes rccess to
the feredeck more dificult than the
TS verston, however It's by ne
means difficult.

The motor saller is provided with
hree sails. The mainsall [s silghtly
smaller st 130 5q. feet, losing 10 5q.
feet for the hlgher boom. There is a
100 sq. feet fib which can be roller
reefed, and a 200 sq. feel reacher for
Hght airs.

Carrying extra welght, the M8 is
somewhat slower than the TS urder
sall. Bul despite its ungainly
appearance [ found it had the same
Fagy mptlonand it wagg pleasure to
BAA =R R N A A R

continued onpaga §
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TOM’S TASSIE

TRAUMA

Shirl and I woke at 0600 after
spending a pleasant nlght at anchor
in Kilierankte Bay Flinders Island

1t was nice lo see the other four
Sunblrds anchored arocund us. It
hzd beéen a wonderful trip with &
wonderfutl group. particularly the
wives who bad the confidence In
thelr husbands to share this adven-
uraus 1rip, they seemed to enjoy
every moment of it

-After cleaning up the beach from
the previous nights barbecue, the
group got underway at U8, After
clearing the land under moter, up
went the Mainsails and Spinnakers
sith z10t0 t2knot North-East wind
on out Starboard quarier, Away we
went at 8 knats, saillng at its best
This had be¢n the pattern for the
whole trip, except far the ihree days
sheltering in Lady Barron at
Filndezs Island.

After five iours of great salling the
wind started to moderate abeam of
the Kent Group. The amrangement
was to stay there for the pight. After
having beenout foz three weeks anrd
having sailed 468 miles since
feaving home and having ancther
three days ssiling to  reach
Westernport. We told the pther of
our Intentlon to press on over the
tadio, they agreed and wished usa
good trip home. 1 §ittle realised how
sarry [ would belaterintheevening.

e had to start the mator at 1400,
the wind had dropped to 3 knots. E
took the opportunity to check my
course with Chris Hall, and 7 could
nab see Hogan's which was the next
Esland on our course, My course
agreed with his. Ithenrealized there

" was a haze setillng over the Stralt,
at 1600 hours we took the saitsdawn
a8 there was only a lght alr of North
East, We opened the motorup to full
throttle. We could just see the top of
Mt. al the Prom: the rest of the Tand
wascempletely covered in thick fog.
1 reallsed we would not pass the
shipping Iane off the Prom cailed
Little Bourke Stieet till dark and
hoped the fog dld nol ceach that far

out to sea.

After a meal at 1000 we passed
Rododoats and stralght Into the
thickest fog 1 had ever experfenced
in 35 years of beating.

At 2000 a3 it got dark, the sails
were dripping, our ¢lothes were wet
as if we had been In heavy raln. We
could just see the faint glow of ihe
mast-head light, only 23 feet up we
could not see the bow, or even the
water afongside.

We declded to keep going till the
log showed we had travelled 73
ntiles, which should put us 2 mies
aff the coast, inside of the shipping
tane. Af 2230 we decided to drop the
anchor, 1 had tojoin the Splnnaker
and Genoa sheet ta the anchor line,
toreach the bottom in 35 fathoms of
water, the I51b, anchor line would
nothold, soI pulled Itupand puton
the 30lb, anchor on the line, and said
the Shirl it would take an hour to
pull it up in the moming.

Then we tumed the motor off as
the engine noise went frbm our ears
muchto my surprise we could heara
ship's engine beatingin the fog. it is
always hard to pin-polnt eftier the
dilrectionor distance ofanyshipina
fog as the malsture seems to echo
the sound but this seemed fzlrly
ciose and coming towards us. 1
declded to stay put, the chance of
our belng in the direct line of the
ships was very slim.

I have been five years working
alongside of and near o ships and
had a fair knowledge of proximity
by engine noise reallsed thls was
about & mite away and approaching,
Tirfed to keep calm but after thelast
two hours tenslon, my nerves
cracked. Running te the bow. the
anchor started to come in three foot
grabs, I'm sure i came in under 2
minutes the 30lb. anchor out of 35
fathoms.

My breath was rasping in my
throai. and T was shaking from
exertion, Shirl haé plugged the
spotlight in and polnting it in the
air but it was penetrating no more
than 12 {o 18 feet upwards. By this

tine thienglog nelse pithe shipmas, . Editorsnnts

very loud, the fog sceimed & be
vibrating with it. 1 started the motor

x

and opened it Nat out. z quick lock
sl the compass show we were
heading the wrong way. back out to
sea. I turned towards the Prom:
what an awful sensation not being
able to see the walter alongside the
Sunbird. it was like a nightmare of
Tunning your hardest from danger,
and not moving

After mpproximately 4 to 5
minuteslaterthe Sunbirdliftedona
210 3 foot wave and surfed forsard,
then on another. 1 throught we must
be in shallow water near the Ansen
Group of the Island. then realised it
was the bow wave of the ship. it has
passed us golig toward NSW. My
reliel was so great my knees turmned
to jelly I flopped down on the ¢ock-
pit seat, I could not swallow my
mouth was bone dry and my tongue
seemed twice Us nozimal size.

Theard Shir) in a tiny shaken voice
szy ~I feel sick™, her {ace was very
drawn and pale, she looked s¢
pathetic, huddled In her wet geat
and life jacket in the Starboard
comer of tae eeckpit. I palled mysell
togelher and started thinking
ratlondlly again the lide must have
béen' agalnst us. coming from the
Keat Group and ['d anchored in the
shipping lane. We declded to mator
in another 30 minutes, this shouid
put us approximately % ta by a mile
eff the Prom: mistake no. 2,
Apparently the tide had changed
and was pushing us along

After %2 an hour I dropped the
anchor. and stopped the mator, we
were shocked tehear waves breaking
onrocks. After t0minutes there was
a slight break in the fog, not more
than 209 feet away we could see
waves breaking agalns! a sheer oliff.
and the Prom )ght Nashed for a
second {0 our Ieft, then everything
disappeared in the fog again, We
were both relleved to know where
we were and horrified -lo reallse,
another 30 seconds motoring would
have wrecked us

Ttwas mldnight by Lhis time 8hirl
put the kettle on and we had z
cuppa and biseuits, We spent a very
uncomfertabile nlght with the
Sunbird Jumping around ln the
backwash of the cliffs. and my
standing in the cabin door In case
the anchor should drag. |

At dayllght the next moming 3t
was still impossible to see the Prom
only 150 feet away. At 0700 hours
breeze of Basterly sprang up. and at
0800 the fog started te break up,
looking at theland werealised haow
Tucky we were, as we could never
have got ashere if we had hit the
cliffs the night before_ There were i
ta 12 foct waves surging up a sheer
basalt cilif for % a mile elther side of
us, We rounded -the Prom and
heading fer 8an Rernoat 0900.it was
Incredible to sail inta a world of
sunshine, clear sky and visibility.
with the fog outsiae of us moving In
an unbroken banrk 1o the South
West as far as the eve could see.

Shirl recovered quleker then I, at
10401 put my head down for a quick
nap while S8hirlteok the tiler. Three
heurs Jater 1 woke, and we were
abeam of Cape Liptrap, hall-way to
San Remo. so much for the weaker

T SeX

We arrived at 5an Remo al 1930
and latd the night, swapping yams
with the local isherman, we lelt for
Flindezs at 0960 tn a 20-25 knot
Nerth-West wind. reefed Matn and
l}io, 2. we enfoyed every mement of
t

We arrived home at 1409 having
logged 624 miles since leaving home
three weeks before. 1 would like to
congratulate Chrs Hall and Co. on
the sailing fram the Kent Group
without sight of any Istand an the
Prom; sriving directly off the
entrance to Port Albert, the rule of
thumb navigation at its best.

Onecan't gowrong salling insuch
¢ompany. Shiri and 1 have siready
planned 2 trip ko the Hent Group
next January for two we2ks with
two other boats from the local
Yacht Club. T will bave tide lables
for the Prom and the Kent Groutp as
well as g varv efiicient fog hom

Tom Detaney Snr.

L e fived every

toment "of lha]r- \Elhjmr ehank
you for sharing It with us

SAIL, POWER OR BOTH ..

tandle under sall, admittedly at a
moresedate pace. The tesi boat was
not héiped by a poorly cut jib that
wattld have been easily re-cuf 1o fik
an Inefficient peak

The response to the wheel
steering was disaprointingly sfow
on the test satl, hawever that was
acknowledged by Hall and he has
since altered the pin positlen oathe
rudder stock and says that eured
the fault.

Under power the MS hardled well.
The engine size has beendoubled to
15 h.p. for this version. and the
Volvo Penta diesel has a reputation
fer reltabllity. 1t's qulet enough pot
te be a mafer intruslon after the
ralm of satl power Diezel of course
means reduced risk of fire and
recomimends ilself from z safely
paint of view. The spactous cockpht
with seating for eight and plenty of
standing room 15 undoubtedly the
featuré of this ¥acht. and it caters
well for those on board

‘The designier recegnised thzt the
larger cockpit would coltect ratnfali
and & canopy is provided that seals
the céekplé off completely when at
anchor or tied up.

Sunfog, compass and full englne
instrumentation are included in the
peice. the trailer being the only cost
exira.

conlinued from page §

Due to the nature of the activitles
over the weekend it was not possible
to waleh elther version being
faunched or landed. Owners of both
crafl said there was not problems in
handllng thelr eraft on the trallers,
although Hall says the mator salter
can be a handiul in bad conditions
As he pdds, the craft a¢ problems
OTL TOOTINES

The Sunhiréd 25 motor saiter
version Is a bold move iato a
relatively new area in this part of
Australlaand itis a well thaught out
craft. T feel it will prove Lo be popu-
lar amengst those with the time and
dollars to crulse or just “potter” in
comfort and who eafoy doine 1t

under both sall and power.

The Sunbird 25 trafler salter has
preved its popularity in Victerla
with more than 30 sold in the first 12
manths With a high standard of
finish. seaworthiness and pleasant
handling it is proving a good choice
for those wishing 1o move up from
the first. smaller trafler sallers. and
for those who wish 1o join the TS
fieet who have the experence and
skilt Lo handle a larger craf?

Sunbird TS, LOA: 762 m.25 i),
beam 283 m (Bt 2ink draftikeel
raisedy, 6.006 m. i1 . 8 i draft
tkeel lowered): 1219 m. 14 ft
displacement’ 0000 kg 13500 thoa:
baltast: 000 kg. 11206 1by

— Australian Seacmit.

VICTORIA

North Shore Marina

46A The Strand, Williamstown
{(03) 397 7312

The Show Stoppin’ Sunbird

tcontinued from page 1t

There is a huge coachouse with
blg armour glass front windews and
s}iding side windows set in solld
alloy framing. The top s fbreglass
and has a full liner. .

A wheel {5 set to port with a very
weall equipped instrumenl panel
that tells you sll you want to know
about the engine behaviour and 2
VIO log ‘reglsters .speed and
distarice.

A very blg shelf and fiddles is sél
ahead of the controls and weuid
easily take a radio and depth
sounder with space to spare for all
the blls and pleces that usually end
upatinebottomolbinsandlockers

The starboarnd in the coachouse is
fhe galley with sink supplled with
fresh water from a 20 gallon {ank
built into the bow. Thisisfitted with
a very smar} cover in the form of a
cutting beard and a two burner
spirit steve s mounted glong side.

In the fest boat, the owner's wife
had Insisted on a blgeer gas stove
and priller which was Just a shade
tog blg for the space allocated, It
stuek oul and got In the way. The
standard set-up would be detter.

There are cupboards below and a
flap table top for eating in the cock-
pit.

The skippers seal is upholstered
and set on abig Aibregiass base that
is. In faet, a refrigerator driven from
the bozts batteriés. And all this is
standard and included in the basie
price, belleve it or not,

Sial seals run fore and afy. along
both sldes of the cockpit and a big
uphalstered thwart issefat the after
end over a locker, blg enough to
take the i complement of salls. A
full ¥ner provides side pockets on
both sides and a platferm is set out-
side on the transom with a step for
boarding,

A Voivo 13 h.p. diesel suppHes
enough power to push the boat
along at a good T knots and will
cruise at 6 knots using only one litre
of fizel per hour. There is encugh
power In this engine to overide the
effect of wind on sails so that an
owTier who Is used to powerboats
will have ronfidence in his abllity to
control the boat at all times-

The engine Is set under the coach
house fipor and i3 fully accessable
via a blg halch that can e com-
pletely removed, Thereisahumpon
the hateh which 1 found a bit
annoylng as I kept mpptng over it
., but [ suppose there gre things on
Y every boaf 1ndf fake a little getilng
used to,

The ceach house opens into the
cockpit without any bulkhead so
that there Is a floar of about 8 f1. In
length where a couple of inflatable
mattresses could sleep  eXira
passengers.

A waterproof cover Is standard
equipment =2nd encloses  the
complete cockpit. It has entrances
on the port side and at the stern
These flaps have double sided
Zippers so that they can be opened
and elpsed from nstde or put.

Althotigh yots would [ivé up top,
the cabin is most comforiable with
pleaty ofreom, As the hullis of shoal
draft with long nammow Keel. no
centreboard plate case breaks the
floor area.

Right forward is & ¥ berth and
Brure Moonte who demonstrated
the boat for us, says that he and his
wife zlways sleep there so that they
can teave the dinetle made up,

‘The dirette is set to port with
comfortably uphclitered seating
and a large table. When the table is
drapped ghd the centre cushlons
are put 1n place, It becomes a full
length double burik,

Opposlte, 1o starboard. Isa settee
which extends slight beneath the
galley 1o make anather full length

" single bunk.

‘Fhere 18 storage under all bunks
and racks behind the setiee and
dinette with plate rack on the aler
butkhead. The foor is fully
carpeted.

A pump-out tollet Is el to star-
board with bilkheads to give prl.
vacy. The extenston cushion for the
starbeard bunk fits over the toilet
when not in use to provide exira
seating. A barred hinged hatch .
opens on to the foredeck.

Up top. there is a good sizes fore-
deck with ancher well that will hold
anchor, and line 25 well as at least
one bagged sail. A non slip surface if
effectively set on all walking areas.

Thati {s about the extent of deck
space as the sidedecks are very
narrow and the after section taken
Uup with cosch nouse and cockpit.
© The rig is basle belng of 2 three
quarter sloop with high boom to
clear the coach heuse. The mast ks
wel} stayed with forestay, beekstay.
capshrouds and fore and aft lowers

‘The headsail 1s amall and ¢an be
rigged as self tacking

Theday we went out for a sail, the
wind was light — far too light and
flukey 1o aitempt tosail through the
packed moorings. It seemed Lo be
blowing in a circle more than {nany
dirgetion. Belng 2 motor galler, thie
was th Ghvidig timé 14 fry'out the
ratddr part of tte deal! L

The Volvo 13 hp diesel burst inte
life at the touch of the buttton and
we Were away.

Thefirst Lhing!ha!ca.me tonotice
was the feellng of poweresuiser that
1 had within the coach house with a
small wheel in my hand bul the way
that the Sunbird could manoeuvre
al low speed gave It the ile. Power
¢rulsers are usualiy unmanageable
under these conditfons and need
constant spurts of power across the
rudder to lum them. The Sunbird
ghested along it kile revs wilh the
full dizectlenal conlro! that only

comtes with a keel yacht

After 2 couple of mites at crulsing
speed of 6 knols and a few bursts of
power at 1. we decided toholst some
sall. The rig is simple and the sallis
not overfarge belng the same as a
stondard Sunbird 25 yacht less 10
5q. {t. in the main. The headsall [s
the same as the small working libon
the sailing version.

We were lucky — the wind came
upalittle better and yaried between
15k, and zero far the rest of the day.
The batance was superb, As asingle
hander you would be able o set the
wheel and go {otward to change
satls without worry. Even when
we were hit by gusis and ealms, the
boat held her course without
coaxing.

I had expected the boat tobe anit
tender with so much top hamper
but, as was explained to me, therels
virtually no increase In weight and
the coach house rocof weighs &mly
200 1bs. 50 that the centre of gravity
is altered only stlghtly, certainly not
enough to offset the smaller
raainsall

When we were hil by a gust, the
heeling was'gentiyand nota sudden
laying aver.

Our speed was moderately good
but not neasly as fast as the .
standard Sunbied 25 yachl. The
boat has pot been designed as a
racing yacht. but as & family
eruséing yacht that s safe, roomy
and simple to sail. 1t has been fitted
out as a complete motor saller with
no extras and at the price, it would
pe very hard to find a boat in this
catergory to be lts equal.

Even the big DRS headsall which
doubles as drifter and spinnaker 15
included in the standard price. We
talsed this saitbefore calling itaday
and found the boat hardled It well
and moved along at o smart pace.

For the family man, partieulariy if
he were to be moving ffom power Lo
sail. the Suabird 25 Mator Sailerlsa
great boat —weli butlt. comfortable
eis§ Lo sail andratd veryrvely good
price REATTON

Sourced, stored & provided, courtesy of John Crawford Marine. "OLD's Used Boat, Specialists Since 1964"



Sunbird has surprise
beiow deck

Step below deck on the Sun Bird 25 and it
becomes difficult to credit that you are on board
a traifer sailer.

Plush upholstery, six berihs, a dinette and a galley to altract any sea cook,
on board this very

male or female, are some of the comforts of home to be found

roomy craft.
Trailer saflers — or
;atlable  yachts — are

rowing larger and more
sphisticated every vear,

The Sun Bird is no excep-

won o that.rule. This 25-
roter was Infroduced to the
{istralian Market jast year
s & naturat follow-on from
8 popular stablemzate, the
un Maid 20.

Mind you, the Sun Bind i3 getting
iirly close to the maximums that
pply on trallable yachls. Under
urrent N.S.W. towing regulating. it
i toe heavy for the average family
aloon, . :

1tisnotlfkelyeither to be the kind

{ boat famliles Wil keep in their
riveway to launch for & day's
Miing.

But it does have the advantage
nat untike a small, fixed keel yacat,
; <an easlly be moved from one
ruising  or raclig ground to
nother.

CRUISTNG

My test sail of the Surn Bird 25 was
perfect day on Pittwater from the
wrina of Newpori Boat Sales.
iruce Moonle of NBS introduced
he beat to me and a couple of
{ends and we set off for a couple of
ours of very pleasant unfussed
ruising.

In the light 5-10 knot breezes on
Yiltwater, the Sun Blrd performed
appily under main and No. 2 genoa
-both of which are standard equip-
rent. N
‘The steering was very Jight and
asy, with the swinglng blade
alancing nicely in the ful) doan
osition
The sheeting for the malnsatl was
articularly comiorlable and
snvenient and I liked the way the
afyard controls fed back to the
ockpit — via adequate winches
nd well placed cleats — sllowing

sophisticated tuning changes to luft
tensfans, i required.

The salls, by Hood et wel) and
the whole spirft of the rig meets the
family requiremments of not needing
ta cram togmuch sall or Compared
to boats of simllar size, the Sun Bird
carries a pretty small rig, but every-
thing Is well balanced and har.
monigus.

But it isbelow decks, thatthe Sun
Blrd has most appeal. The § A.
standing headroom,

The interjor mouldings are well
thought out and have a high
standard of finish - and pleaty of
generous lockers and cubby holes,
in the galley area one of these is
even compartmented for cutlery,

DOUBLE BERTH

. 'The forward cabin with 3 double
berth can be screened off for
privacy. Amaring toitet s fitted inits
%N compariment ta starboard, but
¢an be located under the forward
berth to xllow dry hanging space if
requested.

The dinette area 1o port converts
to adouble berth at night and there
is reom for two mere on the very
icng sette berth {0 starboard,

The galley area astern ¢f the
dinetis, is very weil planned, witha
moulded In Ice box, sink, gimbalted
slove and even a moulded recess for
the very attractive cube design

timber chopping board. which
would double as a chess ordratights
board for those quieter moments.

‘The only thing cut of place In the
galey s the socket for the keel
winch handle —the only clue to the
Sun Bitd's easy-to-llft swing centre-
plate.

My sole eriticism below was that
the finger holes in a couple of locker
swingand slide doors were too $matt
for me to use easily.

“Ihe cockplt s reomy and comfor-
table with two large lockers — one
of which goes down ta the hull 2nd
therefore a potentlal leak or
swampling problem. The other one
was sealed off — and was
quarter-full of water, lacking any
self drainage.

A v - :
These few faults aside, the Sun

Bird will ¢certainiy sppeal to the

famty who llke thelr croising

camforts, | ’
Sun Bird 25 Fact Sheet

LOA 25

Beam &' 27

Draft 1’8" to 4’
Displacement 3400 1b.
Ballast 1200 1.
Malnsail area 130 sq. it
Ho. 1 genoa 165 sq. ft,

— Manly Dai

SOUTH AUSTRALIA

Adelaide
Out_b_oard
Service

Daws Road,

Edwardstown

{08} 276 5622
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The Sunbird is a
smooth flying
yacht on wheels

Don't call it a trailer-sailer, it's a
trailable yacht,” the man said.

Wedidntgo too closely into the semantics, butitdses
seem‘Eeopla manufacturing and selling boats in the

upper

raket of what has been known until now as the

trailer-sailer market prefer to think of their boats as
yachis, rather than as the glorified day sailers which
pioneered the concept in this country.

‘There is a difference. Trailable
yachtsIn Australia. whichisa world
leader in the field, offer just about
everythlng their deep-keeled sisters
o — with 5ome impotrtant dif-
Terences,

There are a numbder of boais
coming on to the markel now —
from about 24 f.up te 23 L. — which
are as comfartable and
cominodlous as we have come to
expect from this size range,

They mostly safi well - same of
them are very fast tndeed. The only
reservation 1s that an owner weald
have 1o be very confident of his own
ability, the nature of his boat and
the expected weather coaditions
belore he atiempted anything more
than a dayllght outslde passage.

inside — or even in guif or reef
waters — they can he the fdeal
vehicle for a satisfying week-end er
tonger hollday period.

And they have the bonus of being
able to be towed for thouszands of

lometres to new and exciting -

waterwaysinafractionofthe timelt
would take to sall there

This week, The Australian Aftoat,
looks at the 23 M. Sunbird. a teal-
lable yacht which has bheen avai-
Jahle fn this countty only slnce the
Melbourne Boat Show in’'ma, but
which 34 Ausirallan familles have
already decided is the boat for them.

PERFORMANCE

A common misconception is that
any beal which s trallable s simply
& “'dinghy with a dunny, whose only
protection agalnst the vagarles of
sea and weather is a retractable
centreboard.

This might have been true in the
early days. Today, all manufze-
turers are eonselousof stressing {he
Built-1n safelty attributes of their
boats,

In the case of the Sunbird, Mr
Bruce Moonle, N.8.W. agent fot the
bozat, who operates from’ Newport
Boat 8ales, points out that sta-
bllity {s achieved by spreading 1200
1h. of solid ballast aleng the fufl.
length skeg keel.

Given a displacement of 3400 1y,
thisglves the Sunbird a ballast ratio
of 35 per cent — comparable with
many keel yachis of similar size.

The easily retractable 120 1b.
centrehoard's sole purpose is to
improve ahility to windward.

A high freeboard ensures that the
boat can take a powerful knock or
sustain a long reach In very heavy
weather without causing anxiety to
those aboard, '

On the day of the test, Sydney's
late-Summer notth-easler was
blowing down Pittwater atabout 15
knots aid (L provided a falr sample
ot how the boat handled in medium
going.

The Sunbird, under 130 sq. ft.
main _and 130 sq. [L.No.2 genoa,

Puinied el 3IEpley Ed gaod

‘.llghts .stand: .,
. B

reaching quahties and went sweetly
oR a run with the centreboard up.

There was no excessive wealher
helm and the tiller ¢ould. quite
easily be handled by a woman or
child — and, please. that is not
meant to be chauvin(stic,

But what really Impressed us wes.
the way the boat could be salled
single handed.

We had to pul ken Malts our
photographer, ashore on & wharfon
Scotland istand to obtatn some of
the shots we needed.

With Hruce Moonie doing It
almest all by hirnselr, the érop and
plekR-up were dccomplished with
ease — and that's not the easlest of
salling manoeustes in a 25 N, boat.

Mr Moonie claims the bost can be
rigged frem {zaller on the ramp to
safling in 15.minules We belleve
him.

' Also availzble In baslc sei)
eqiipment 1s a'%0 £q. 1. No. 3 genoa
and & 6550, {t. starm fib,

ACCOMMODATION
The Sunbird was not designed for
Randy Newman's Short People -—
there is a {ful 6 ft. standlng room In
most of the cabln

But that's only the start. There
are slx fifll-sized berths, a dinette,
full galley including a gimballed
spirit stove and 5 cuble feot refri-
gerator, enclosed forward cabin
withlasge veeberth and anenciosed
Hushlirng tollet.

The cabin s fully moulded and
lined end trim s in teak. Cushlons
are fabrie in the eabln and vinyt in
the cockplt.

None of this means additional
cost, but are included in what the
buyer takes awny. We'll deal with
cost later, :

Ventilatlen 1s by a forward
perspex hatch and a large siding
companionway hatch. Under way,
the cabin is very well ventiiated. At
rest the full head lintng provides
protection from  extremexz in
temperature. .

Given the spaclousness of the
cabln, the cockpH s surprisiagly
long, roomy and — importantly —
dry, Cockpit lockers are large and
there are handy pockets on each
slde.

SAFETY

Most of the safely cons(derations
surrounding this and ¢ther trai-
lable yachts have already been’
dealt =ith Bt [L Is worth stating
that the standard Sunbird comes
equipped with pulpit, pushpit,
stanchions and lifelines

The foredeck [5 roomy ahd slip-
proofed Eo glve a considerable
feeling of safety up forward. The
gsual provisos regarding
mandatoery safety equipment and
such things as riding navigation

ALY T

—The Australias, ~ =74 v 7
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We headed straight up the Hume Highway
for the September school holldays, taking just
13 hours from Melbourne to Sydney, jogging
along, allowing stops for meals. Following
Ring Road 3 we reached our destination,
Narrabeen Caravan Park (no particular
virtues—merely a place to lay down the old
head for the rest of the night). From here it was
a few kilometres to Church Point at the
southern end of Pittwater.

The most Hkely launching ramp
appeared 1o be the publle ramp at
the eastern end of the public car
park at Church Poiat, a stone’s
throw fromn the Post Office. The car
park {tself was large enoughtoleave
our car and trallet aleng with the
others — space is at a premium ail
along the waterfront here. While
waiting 24 hours for the Sydney raln
to cease, we took the opportunity to

buy Admiraity Chart No. 204,.

Gregory's Sydney and Neatby
Waterways map and Tide Tables at
the newsagent riear the Post Office.
The tidal range here I§ approx, 16
metzes, so it seemed preferable to
Tuteneh at full Hde. After alate after-
noon sall up the beautiful Pittwater
we anchored In Careel Bay jusi
south of Patm Beack. laklng care
7ol 2o move In teo closely to shore
into the shallows. A trip ashoze the
fellowing morning was neessary 1o
replace the filter in the fuel iine to
our outhoard mator. A short row in
the dinghy, a tide actepted Into
Avalon to a motor accessorfes
shop, a taxiride back—and we were
awayt

A light north-easterly gave us a
pleasant sail around the tip of
Lambert Peninsula, enjoying the
ocean sweli at the mouth of Broken
Bay. We had been advised not to
hugthe Peninsulatoo closely, butto
head towards Liens Island belore
turning into the centre of the
channel, particularly if congitions
were rough as turbulence can then
be experienced ¢lose inshore. After
follewing the western shoreline into

follawing the western shoreline of
the Peninsula we anchored for
tunch tn Refuge Bay. Thisatiractive
place Is shellered from three sides
2nd boasts a waterfall and many
avallable moorings. We had hoped
to meet Mrn and Anne Brewn here,
but the weather the previous day
wasn't sultable fer Jim fo sall his
new 32-foot East Coast Vivaclous
up from Rucheutter's Bay. In z
mixture of sunshine znd spring
showers we motored up Cowan
Creek and c¢hose the tributary
Smith's Creek for out night's
anchorage. On our public mooring
and In the company of several
crulsers, we spent our quietest nifght
ever on the water.

The fellowing day we enfoyed
motoring to Bebbin Head whlch
was fuii of smelly crulsers {the home
of Halvéisen) and very lew yachts.
$o it was back to Coal and Candle
Creek ‘ot lunch. Cottage Point at
the eniance 1o the Creek had a
store, fuel jéity, wine bar, blstroand
Coastgonrd radio base, However
our irg for stores and fuel was
furtasr along the Creek at Mlawong.
heme of the Clipper eruisers. The
MNaughtis Restaurant here was one
of the fe7 we encounterad an our
terways trip, but we did

Zail at Refuge Bay, ready to
off up the Hawkesbury Lhe
ay.
wasdelayeduntitlunch-
aure a favaurable tde {at
't water} n the area of the
.gad bridges. whare the

o , e, In steady ra.. shich

Jasted for the rest of the day we
moetared {more's the plty) fo
Brooklyn where we obtained the
best service of owur trip for food, fuel,
sce and showers. On befween Long
and Dangar Islands we wenf, and
around under the railway bridge, on
past Long Island and Kangarco
Foint ishop and fuel here) then
under the road bridge. The rain was
beginning to get us down at this
stage, so after stipping through
Milsen's Channel we followed the
coastiine down to Sunny Comer ()
where we tied up to the pontoon
ouiside Tom Bailey's Shipwteck
Restaurant,

Rubbing our frozen hands with
glee at the thought of the warmth
ard comfert of 2 good meal, a bottle
of wine and hopefully some
company, we dripped ashore to the
shelter of Tom's verandah. But
where was Tem? Alas, noxhere to
be seen, for hls restaurant opens
Wednesday te Sunday fortunchand
at week.ends, while we had
stumbled there on a Monday, Tom
wouid have been enroyed hod he
Known that he lost iwelwe
customers that evenlng. for W
Clipper Cruiger had pulled in with
two Donvale familfes aboard. Had
theweather forecast thatnight been
accurate {southerites expected) our
pontoen jefty would have keen
fdeal. However, when a true
northerly came in by abeut 7 pm.
we desserted our now uncomfor-
table berth and motored in the dark
for a iittle shelter in Peat’s Bight a
short distance away. The wind blew,
but waves could nat bulld up very
much in that fimited area, =0 we¢
slept quite well

int¢ the narrower reaches of the
Hawkeshury nowwe motoredstii!h
on Day & which was last fine and
suany, with a breeze that was
always on the nose no matier which
way we tuméd. After four hours of
windlng river, granite culerops.
steep timberad slopes, mangroves
and tiny settlements, we finally
reached Wisernan's Ferry, which we
carefully dedged, The town {iself
was a disappolntment. for from the
water the only featured were the
fercies {three (n aily caravan pazk
and akiosk Nofuelwasavailable as
recent floods had put watet in the
bowsers at the river, Not feellng

inelined to mater furtherupriverfor

fuel, we starled on our retum
journey and Salled for some
distance before the wind died and it
was back 10 the maoter. Darkness
overtook us before the liny town o!
Spencer and we 5pent a peaceful
night by the riverbank.

1n the morning of Day 5 we found
Spencer to be a pleasant accam-
modating little town with alt
necessary food and fuel A good
sheltered anchorage in behind the
smaltisland there wassoted. 8o ico
was the gathering of the town's
elderlies under & large waterfront
gumtree bearing the sign Dunkirk
Hotel". One grey-haired lady was
observed tr¥ing to row home in a
boat which wasstill polnting ast.ere
andl tled up to a convenient tree. tre
loral store-keeper came to her
rescue in_hls powerboat. 4«

LA N U LD EE B RitRIS ot Al TS A & iimie we Wb ok TR B

nar.ower cection of fiver ind “purd

wkesbury River Ramb

otirseives heading for Tom Balley's
— bna Wednesday! So naturally we
tied up and wired and dined Z—

most enjoyable. It struck us how

under-commercialised thé area (s
considering the {leets of cruisers
&nd houseboats and the sprinkling
of yachls passing by constantly, We
undersiand, though, that business-
men come In by fiving-boat te Tom
Balley's on occastons for lunch.

in nio ttme we were back in
Brooklyn and this time claimed a
coln-fn-the-slot hot shewer -~ our
fizst for a week, for which we would
have been prepared to pay
gonsiderably mere. A small lavndry
with automatic machlnes was also
noted there, 1t was also one of the
few places where a telephone was
avallable, so we iried agaln to
arrange a rendezvous with Anne
and fm — this time on Port
Jackson in two day's time. Mare
motoring and we were back In
Refuge Bay.

(contfnueﬁ on page 13}
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CORAL BOAT CRUISING

Over the past couple of years, many Sunmald people have taken thelr
boats to North Queensland and enjoyed either avisit of afow weeks orin
some cases a more extended stay.

Experiencein this area with both the Summald 20 and the Sunbird 25 has fed
to the compilation of these notes, the purpose of which is to give some

background on a visitto Queensiand and to dis

pal fears about the fong trip up

and back. One ﬁoint of total agreement from the group wha prepared these
(:]

notes was thatt

‘These notes should be read In
onjunction with the reference
00K mentioned later. The best
ime of the year to visit the troplcsis
“em July to October as the weather
atternis most stable then, and this
sthenon-cyclone season. Winds are
e South-East trade winds which
te very constant and whose
trength Is usually between 10 knots
ot 25 kmots, Shott lived Norther-
85 plnctuate the patfern every
ow and then. At this {tme of the
ear, the temperature is about 25
egrees . and very pleasant days
e followed by mid nights.
‘reparationof Boat and Car Before
eaving,

‘The trip to the Whitsundays s
bout 2700 k. so a therough check
of the car |s recommended. For
‘ood towing & Hayman-Reece hiteh
nd level ride bars are recom-
1ended. Mud Baps are worthwhile
o prevent stone damage to the
vat.

A pack rack on the car 1s
iecessary to carry the dinghy.
nsitre that your tyres (and sparet
re in good condition. A check
hould be madewith theR A.CV_to
&2 If there are any problems with
nterstate requirements regarding
owing (these seem to be rather
agueat thisstage) or withroadson
he proposed route.

Check the beat traller to ensure
hat §tis in good condltion; check all
7elds, bolis for tightness, timber
unners for soundness, and wheel
earings before departing. Installa
te. down from bow ring {a tum-
sickle and chaln is easlly arranged
nd s quite satisfactory) and & ile
own for the back of the boat A
0od rear tie down is availabte from
fte Yacht Shop, Warrlgal Road,
laklelgh. Make sure that elther
our car spare fits the traflet or you
&ve a separate trafler spare whesl.

The boal should be ehecked and
wepared for the trip. Most people
we the boat as a van on the way up,
o take this into account with your
racking. A ground mat (to keep out
he mud) and a suitable ladder (a
clding transom ladder Is ideal; an
rdinary ladder which can be ted
o the trailer for travelling 1s OK»
cakes access reasonzble, and
ampirg in the boat works well, For
ravelling, most rigging should
Hher be pernoved or secured wellto
aake sure no chaffing occurs with
he constant movement.

arga’is magnificent
can provide the holiday of a life-iime.

Hawkesbury
River Ramble

{Continued from page 12)

That 1s_almost the end of the
tory, for we moetored back to
Httwater and putled the boat autat
mehtime on Day 8. Or Day 7 we
aned Anne and Jim, but the galf
#ith them was not to be because of
ke "wet wintry weather. After
peiiding the afternoon socialising
‘n board “Vivacious', we jolned
hem st the Grulsing Yacht Club of
yustealla for 2 most delightful
linner, a fitting conclusion te a
105t pteasant hollday.

In general we found that a dinghy
a5 a necessity for the few places
fhere §t was possible to go ashore
steep slopes to the waterline are in-
fblting), A ¢osy campfire and the
ompany that goes with §t would
ave been welcome. However, the
rhele seling Ls delightful and ta be
ecommended,

The hoat should tavel as lightly
as passible. Food can be bought at
Mackay(prices same as Melbourner,
Water tanks part full — rfult tank is
another 1001bs. of water!). Hotmuch
clothlng 1s needed for the
Queenstand winter, though warm
gear 1s ‘required during transit
through Victoria and tnland New
South Waies.

There are some other things you
wlll need to do before Jeaving home,
such as cholcz of dinghy and cholce
of radlo, but we will deal with these
under later headings.

On The Road
The route recommended is the
Hewell Highway,” Lelchardt

Highway, and Burnett Highway to
Rockhempton and the Bruce
Highway up the coast, This route
Eoes through Shepparten, Narran-
dera, Forbes, Dubbo, Moree,
Goondiwindt, Mies, Banzna,
Bllgels, Mt. Morgan, Reckhampton
and Mackay. In general the road
conditlons are geod, although in
Queenslznd there are some narrow
sectlons, and glso some single land
bridges. Road improvernent wotks
are constantly belng done. In
Queensland night driving should be
avolded asthe number ofkangaross
and wandering stock has to be seen
e be belleved!

There arg ample caravanparkson
the route, or If you prefer roadside
stops ean be madde, and showers are
available at many gerages. For
example, they are avallable at Total
Statlon, Wyalong; Shell Service
Station, Cocnabarabran and Shell,
North Rockhampton. During the
run through New South Wales the
nights will be very cold. Typleatly,
the Melbourite to Proserpine run
takes 3% to 5 days depending on
your travelling style,

Hgowr car s thirsty or you wish to
travel iate you may need to carry
fuel, but petrol 15 avallablg at
reasonzble intervals,

DPuring the tdp, constantly check
the boat trailer as most travelilng
problems seem to have been in this
area Each stop for petro), ete. check
{yres (lemperature}, wheel bearings
(lemperatare), mber supports {for
cracks) and traller for any slgn of
bolls or wheel nuts comling loose.
Alse keep your eye on critical welds
and on the nuts on support bolts, as
well ps the boat tie dowmns.

Anchors could be considered

under safety equlpment and we
Tecommend a minimum of two with

a substantfal amount of ¢hain on -

each. Thirty feet on the main anchor
and twenty feel on the second
anchor would be OK. With shaip
coral heads it Is possible to lose an
anchor up there, znd care should be
teken to avoid anchoring too near
coral heads. .

©On Lhe general question of safety

- gear, 8 Sunmeald shouwld be set upin

accordance with the YYC Safety
Prescriptions, Category “C", There
may be periods when you are on
your ‘own for some days and
therefere all normal safety gear
makes good sense.

Radio is recommended, and tn a
number of areas a watch Is kepton
27,830 MHz at least for some of the
time. Macksy and Alzlle Beach both
have voluntary rescue services
whith keep waich durlng week-
ends and most week days, 27.910
LHz can be used as a chatier

channe!. If you are going for an °

extended peried or afe a “loner”,
consider instzlling a marine radle
with 2 MHz and ¢ MHz bands. As
wéll as having 24 hour contaet with

, and thal a visit to the Whitsunday area

Townsville (VIT! Rockhampton
{VIR) and Brisbane (VIB! good
marine forecasts are avattable at
any time for the askingorare broad.
cast three times aday. You cansend
snd receive telegrams also with this
servite, and it glves a rea) feeling of
security. :

The tide boek pul cut by the
Queensland Pepartment of Har-
bours and Mazine has a good sectlon
on radlo communication,

A first elass medleal kit should be
carried, and people should see thelr
doctor for a suitable treatment for
coral sores,

Coming from & Melbourne winter.
sunturn may be a problem, so the
ustial precautions should be taken.
A sun awning tboom tentl is also a
usgful addition.

Sandshoes  are  absolutely
essentlal inihisarea. ns the coralon
beaches Is rather sharp, and coral
sores ¢an follew scraiches A spare
pair of sandshoes is even worth.
while,

Ramps

‘The followlng ramps have been
tried by Sunmaid annersand canbe
recommended. Very low tides
should be avoided al most remps.

Mackay . Quter Harbour.
Excellent ramps. Pile berths are
available §f you see the Harbour
Master (Dick Wllson),

Shute Harbour — Reasonable
ramp at high tide, but parking is
difficult, i

Cannonvale — Shingley Beach.
Good ramp. BEWARE of overhead
power lnes! This ramp would be
difftcull in a strong north-eastery.

Gloucester Fassape — Monly's
Piace. Good ramp sheltered In all
condltions.

Howen — Small Bost Harbour.
Excellent ramp, all conditlons. Pile
berths also avallable in this

- Tocation.

Townsyiile — Ross Creek, Exeel
tent ramp, sheltered (n all
conditions,

€ar parking for an extended
period can be arranged at most
places and two places which have
been used are:—

Marlin Marine thetween Shute
Harbour and Alrlle Beach) - Tete-
phone 078 46 6453,

Peter Rule{Mackay)—Telephone
079 55 £396 or 079 55 1936,

Undercover parking is also
gvallable at Shute Harbour — Shell
Garage. Visitors to the arep should
note that Airlle Beach 1s the mzin
centre of the Wnitsunday area, with
shops, banks, hotels, caravanparks,
petrol supplles of boating equip-
ment can be obtalned at Marlin
Marine. -

-Navigatlon and Safety Gear

Navigatien around the area is
quite simple, and basle coastainavi-
gatfon techniques are adequate, If
youhave done very little (or nonetof
thls, Toghills' book "Navigation for
Beginners” ¢an be recommended.
The following charis are suggested:

Admirably Chart 252 (Whitsun-
day area only) or Aust Charls 823,
824, 825, B26 and 827 (cover the
whole area from Meckay to Towns-
¥illel.

€hart 50 which shows standard
symbols and abbreviations 1s alse
recommended. énd a hendy 1dea is
to make pholo coples of smail
section of the chart which can then
be Xept §n the eockpit.

‘The tides In the area need to be
consldered, as they can make a big

. dlfference to passages. Mackay nas

the greatest tidal variation, with
sprng tides of 6.1 metres 120 feath).
Tidal heights tend 1o get less asone
goes north, with Alrlle Beach
experfencing about 50% of the
Mackay tides. In general tldat
streams ‘ehd to the north, and the
strongest streams [n the area are

around the Whitsunday Passage ~

[tsell, A sef of tide tablesisesseniial,

both for consldering these streams”

and for anchoring. (See details later
under books). .

Dinghy, Dattery and Water
Contalners

Everyone who has crujsed thearea
agrees that a dinghy Is essential.
Muany islands do not have a Jetty,
and even when they are there it Is
not always possible to use them,
Youcanexpectiobeanchored most
nights.

For the weather conditions.
lpading, stabilily and towing, it is
considered that a 7 foot dinghy is
the minimum Stabllity and lead
capactty are problems below this
size. il a plywood dinghy is laken it
must have goed runners under-
neath as It will ground on the coral
quite often, The & foot plastic
Tamce dinghy {3 ideal and being
soft 15 kind on the “mother craft”.

Whilstmost people aresatisfied to
row their dinghles, a2 h p outboard
fs very useful! for the dinghy,
particularly if you Intend golng
fishing regularnly. A mounting hoard
on the pushpit for the dinghy
outboard is a good idea. Ali the
isual precautions apply and double
towing lines are advised idinghles
may belost due to g brokenlineland
floating Ines should be avolded as
they end up in the propellor very
quickly.

‘The battery in the Sunmeld has a
limited capacity, and people geing
north generally are on thelr boats
for a fonger perfod than normal.
‘The Sunmald battery (30 arnpere
2‘]““' seems to last about two

eeks with carefuf use of cabln
lights. I you do not charge your
battery from the motor, It may be
waorth considering = larget capacity
battery, but in zny case hatteries
¢an be recharged at Mackay, Shute
Harbeur, Alrlie Beach, Bowen and
Townsviile.

Water fs cbtalnable at Mackay,
bent Istand, Shute Harbour, Alrlie
Beach, Bowen ard Towmsville, and
if required ¢an be obtalned at most
resorfs by asking for it. We re-
cemmend laking two 2 galen
containers to minimise the problem
of carting the water to the boat,

Food Supplies, Refrigeration, ele,

Food -supplies at Melboume
prices are obtainable at Mackay,
Bowen and Townsvitle. Food at
Alrile Beach and Preserpine s more
expensive {but reasonable cholcel
whilst feod may be purchased at
many of the resorts, but Is more
costly again.

‘There are three cholces with
keeping fresh food, milk and drinks,
‘These are;i—

a. Fit a refrigeration unit.

b. Use the exisiing {ce box.

¢. Declde o do without ice at all.

Each methed has its devoless,
and one had to meke up ones own
mind. {a} s good, but you need (o
carry a power plant such as 2 200
watt Honda to charge your battery
dally. tb) fresh food on Ice ean be
kept {for up te 3 days: efter that you
st vistt & town erresort, or follow
i (o3 means you do withaut ¢old
drinks and fresh meat. but you can
go off for a week or more without
problems. Dry mitk tinstant), fresh
or canned vegetables and dried and
canned fooeds work very well.

Take some gear for cooking the
fish you eatch, and ahother good
[deaistobake bread occastonally. A
pressure cocker gn the metho stove”
works very well saving much time
and a Iot of meathe In bolting
chlckens forexamptle. Drinks canbe
cooled by hanging over the sidelh a
siring bag.

Bulk metho can't be bought at
Other than the maln towns, so ta e
plenty. Botties available at Alrile
Beach.

Washlng up can be done in sait”
water {save that preclous fresh
water) and BP Comprox Is a good
detergent.

There are laundretles at Mackey,
South Molle Island, Bawen, Towns-
ville and at Alrite Beach.

Resoerts

Resorts around the coast
welcome visitors, and we suggest
that immedlately on arrival gt aay
island you make contzet with the
resort ofMice, intreduce yourselfand
delermine the local rules. Lunches
znd dinners are available at mosl
tesorts ithey like perhaps an hours
wamning), thelr bars ate open to
visitors and some istands like you o
register, Various supplles are often
avallable anice {s available at some
resorts,

Places To Go

‘Thelist below coversareas vislled
by Sunmald people over the last few
years._ It 1s by no means exhatistive
but gives a geod start to the ares,
‘The plates are listed going narth,
and as the Trade Winds blaw in this
direction a trip from South to North
{3 always recommended. Comments
on anchorages refer {o SE winds.
Northerltes may alter the situation,

+ Mackay Outer Harbour — good
enchorage, 2 miles from fown. St.
Bees and Keswick Island — fair
anchorage, some swell. Semwlell
Island — very good anchorage,
beautiful island,

+ Bramplon Istand-Carlisle
Island —- good anchorage. great
resort. Graldsmith fsland — good
anchorage, beautiful 1sland.
Themas Istand — good anchorege,
beautiful istand. Shaw Island —
gooxd anthorage.

+ Lindeman Island — (day
anchorage only, stay at Shaw
Island).

¢ DentIsland {Coral Artst—iday
anchorages only, 7 fathoms o reef),

* Long Istand--Happy Bay —
excellent anchorage, very friendly
resort.

# Long Island-Palin Bay —
anchurage OK.

{Conlinued on page 14)
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National titles at Paynesville went well

QGippsland Lakes Yacht Club did
agreat jobin running the Series. We
gratefully thank the Commodore
John Hash, Committee-man Bob
Brown, and thelr many helpers, We
had fulluse of the Glub House, Thelr
auxiliaries lald on funches, fea and
coffee. and even barbecues which
were very much appreciated, The
G.LY.C. Junlor Committee
organised a fine disco for them-
selves and the vislting junlors. Our
New Yeat's Eve harbecue at the
Haill's property on Raymond Island
was nearty washed out by the only
heavy rain we had in two weeks.
However it cléared by about Hpan.
atlowing us fate starters to joIn the

SUNMAID
TRAVELS
THE
STATES

{Continued from pags 13}

* Whitsunday Istand-Cld
Harbour — excellent anchorage,
very pretty. Whilsunday Island-
White Haven Bay - excellent
aachorage, whitest sand:
Whitsunday Ifland-Guinare Intet —
excellent anchorage. Whitsunday
Island-HH Inlet — excellent shelter,
magnificent oysters.

+ Hazelwood - Island —
anchaorage, swell,

+ South Molle Island — falr
anchorage, significant swell.

- Shute Harbour — good
anchorage, have fo pay for water.

Hook Island-Observatory —
poor sachorage {day visit oniy).
Hook Island-Nara Inlet — good
anchorage, can be some swell Hook
Island-Butterlly Bay — excelient
ancherage. )

Altie Beach — good anchorage,
all facilitles here.

GCannonvale — good anchoroge.

s Hayman Island — day
anchorage only.

Double Bay — good anchorage.

Cirassy [sland - falr anchorage,
some swell, best oysters in area

Gloucester Isiand — geod an-
chorage.

o Glouncésier Passage-Monty's
Place — good anchorage,

Bowen Bmall Beat Harbour —
good anchorage.

Cape Upstart — good an-
chorage,

Cape Cleveland — good an-
chorage. .

« Magnetle Tsland-Horseshoe
Bay - good anchorage, very pretty
area.

Townsville Harbour-Ross Creek
— good ancharage.
& Resoris at these plages.
Matnland harbours.

fatr

Winds

Winds are predlctable 2t ihe tme
of the year suggested, Forecasts are
for eonditions on fhe open sés, and
yachtsmen should be aware.of local
effects. Fer example, with these
islanids 20 knot winds wil! produce
40 knot bullets behind hills and 6ver
saddles. This Is no dlifferent froms
other places, but ft Is more
noticeable at an Island because of
the isolation. Common sense 1s all
that s reguired. Know how 1o reef
safls [f in doubt, better less szil on
than maorel
Reference Books (recommended)

1. Officlat Tide Tables and Rotes
on Boatlng — $1.00 (1977 price) trom
Department ¢f Harbours and
Marine, P.0. Box 2183, G.P.O.

_Brishane, 2001,

2. Crulsing The Coral Coast: Alan
Lucas — $8.00 from most hook:
sellers.

3. The Crulsing Yachlsmean's
Gulde to the Whitsundays — $§1.00
CYC —- Mackay frem The Yacht

Cmp at Mackay., P.O. Box ,9:52, .

Maockay 4740,

“drowned"” eariy starters, We had a
lovely plenie day on New Year's Day
with a fun safl to Sperm Whale Head
Natlonal Park (Lady skippers over,
junter skippers back, some inter-
change with the Paper Tiger
peopler

The races themselves were varied,
‘The first four were in sparkling
breezes of around 15 knots, the next
in gusty 35 knots was very tough,
and the Jast was very light. Some-

thing for everyone.

Wilh the races completed, the
presentation Dinner-dance at ihe
Paynesville Moctor Hetel was
attended by most of our
compliment ef 200 plus people.
Everyone was relaxed and ready to
enfoy a good meal, a shortish
presentatien, and a good dance.
Kids and all, Thanks to Chrls Brad-
ford and Sandra Connolly, w2 had
an impressive display of trophies for
the Champlonships, the Heat
Whnners, Divisions A, B and Cofthe
SunMaidsand for the Lady Skipper
and Junior Skipper races and of
course the Sun Birds Thanks go te
Bolewells {who mould our boats)
and to Sun Mald Yachis — Chrls
and Enid, who presented the mag-
nificent Sun Mald and Sun Bird
Perpetual Trophles respectively.

For the first time, our Diviston
systems really worked. There was
great and continuing compatition
for the € divislon tinexperienced
and-restricted sails) placings, and
also for the B Division (il rig,
middle level performances}
placings. Most heartening. You O
Division Boats in particutar should
keep this golng.

FROM THE PRESIDENT

Well, It’s all aver? The Australian
Champlonships T mean. The Series
went off like everyone concerned
had hoped. There were 38 Sun Mald
entries and 8 Sun Blrds. The only
real disappointrment was the sparse
entry from cut-of-State. Two South
Australians came and that was §t.
There were incidents ashore —
several vistts to Balmsdale Hos-
pitat for minor allments, two mere
serlous. Kevin Bately of the South

Australian entrant Soelaris, fell on

the ferry 1amp and suffered con-
cussion serlous enough that he was
flown from Batrnsdale to Melbourne
for observation and tests.

Fortunately Kevin was OK In a few
day and returned to Paynesville in
time {o finlsh8thinthe4thheatithe
rough onejand {o win the final heat.
His crew, Phll and Les had kept
Solaris going In fine style while he
was away. However they are
entitled to wonder how they would
have been placed if Kevin, the
skipper had béen able to sall the
cemplete serfes, Mrs Snowball also
was admilted to Balmsdale Hos-
pital{or a few days with aninfection
leaving Greg and “Trapper’ short of
thelr good ctew. Also before the
serfes even began Chris Mrs)
Prakelt fell in the cockpit of
‘Christel’ and infured a leg and ribs

requiting their early return to
Melboune.

1 hope alf are fully recovered.
‘There were some mmilnor incldents

afioat and some resulting protests.
This 1s only to be expected in any
titie sezries racing with comptition
for starts and at-buoys. Skippers
need to kmow the rules ofracing, the
penalties for breaches and the
means for absolving themselves.
Protesting of breaches §s good — it
keeps skippets honest and
enhances racing. There seemed to
be no tesidual bilierness among
those Involved, which is 2s1t should
be.

SURMAMDS ON THEIR WAY: With srimniers ralsad
they headed lowards the finishing
thamplonshlp. Yach! 2011s sﬁppered by D, Szrgood,

ind fn one of the

thesa yachls made a colorful
Fve heatabelng contested to

acte onLake Victorla an
idka the national Sunmald
white2201¢ a"Family Alfaly™, skippered by K- Conno'ly.
‘Famity AHair™ gained tounh place In the fimt race.

EE R S I L A
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How to care for your

Sails are like people and therefore
to achieve maximum life they must be

looked after and cared for.

BREAKING IN
‘The [first time you use your salls
should be in the wWeather condltions
for which they were designed: Do
net g0 cut and put up your new
mainsall in a howllng gale the very
first tlme. You must learn hew to
sheet 1t and trim 1t and 2 good
breeze of somewhere between 10 or
18 knots is the best Hme to do this.
The same applles te your head-
salls and theimportant thing herels
te ensure that your get to know the
correet [ufll tenstons and sheeting
positions for all the verfous breezes.
The important rule with your new
sails is to get 1o know themn on the
- boat before you go out racing It Is
important to note sheeting
positlons cn all the sails, otherwise
you each time you put them on that
you have ta spend quile some tHme
getting everyihing right on the boat
and this cbviously costs tme onthe
race brack.

CARE OF YOUR SAILS DURING
THE SEASON
‘The most [mportant thing ta re-
member aterusing your sallsisthat
they should not be stuffed away in
the sail bags wel. Synthetle
sallcloths do nof ret, however they
do mildew and attheugh the cloths
are treated for this they will stifl
mildew if put away In a damp con-
dition. Therefore the most impor-
tant thing tododhter safiing isto dry
the sails. Semellmes this s difficult
to do, however a2 good system for
*ihls on aracing boatis foreach crew
member to take one sail home and
dry it, They de not need washing
each time although 1f possible, it {s
an advantage tohose the walt water
out-of the clath If they have become
very wet. The salt does not cause
any damage, however if the sall gets
encrusted with a lot of salt 1t does
make the saileloth more difficult to
dry and it tends {o get hard and
diftcult to dry and it tends fo get
herd and difficult to pack. ARer the
sails are dried they should be folded
carefully and rolled up. then put In
to thelr Bags. The easlest way to do
this Is {0 lay the foot of the safl out
atang the deck and then fake the
rest of the sall down on to the foat,
and then roll the sail up focosely.
Some boats with grooved
headstay systems have what wecall

turtle bags and if your boat has

these it becomes antomatic that the
salls are always flaked and pul into
baps. The mainsall should #lways
be folded. Usually the easlest way 1z
aver the main boom and then rejled
and piit in the bag. If you leave your
mainsail on the main boom the
overhaul should be eased and all the
battens should be removed. You
should have a malnsall cover to
cover it If you leave 1t exposed to
the sunlight the ultra-violet rays of
the sun will weaken the fitres and
the satlcloth will eventuafly become
quite weak and tear easily.

ENDOF SEASON MAINTENANCE

At the end of each season you
should foke yous sails ashore and
try {0 find a nice ¢lean path or
samething stmllar and lay each sall
ctt, hose tt down, dry It carefully

andlolditup. Itisagoodideaat this
time to bring the szils back tous to
have them completely checked over
and we will store them for you. We
offer a complete overhaul and
reconditionlng service during the
winter menths.

As far &5 washing Is concerned. at
the end of the season yeu can either
wash the safls in a both or on =
conerete path or out on & lawm.
When sails are used they may get
varipus {ypes of stalns on them and
nere 1s a guide for the removal of the
DT COTIUTION OfES.

Blood

Hoak the stalned portien in cold
water containing half a cup of
ammeniatohaliagalloneof water, If
residual stains are st present after
this treatment, damp the stafins
with 1% selution of ammenta tohall
a gallon of water. If residual stalns
arestill present afler this treatment,
damp the stains with 17 solution of
ammenia in water, allow to stand
without érying for 20 minutes and
then rinse put thoroughiy.

Mildew

Scrub Hghtly with a dry stuy
brush ta rembve es mueh of the
rmould growth as possible and then
steep the stalned portion for two
hours {r cold solution of bleach
isodium hpechlorite) at a strength
of approximately 1. A proprietary
brand of quld bleach may be used
according o manufacturers in-
structions. Wash thoroughly In
water and repeat the weatment if
necessary. after the final washing
there Is a residual smell of chlorine,
this may be remaved by immersing
for a fewminutes in a 1% solutlonof
sodlum  thiesulphate  (photo-
graphers hypor. Rinse thoroughly
-with water.

OIl, Grease and Waxes

Small sialns of this nature can be
removed by dabbing with trich-
lorethylene er by the use of pro-
prietary staln removers. Heavy
statnlng s best removed by
brushing on a mixuire of detergent
and solvenl. This can be prepared
by dissolving one pari of tissapel
HX {for any other strong detergent
In two parts of benzene or white
spirils, These “SelventDetergent™
mixtures should be brushed well

Into the fabric, left for about 15 -
minutes and then washed off with -

warm water. A weil venttated place
should be selected for carrying out
this treatment, and precautions
should be exerclsed if the solvents
are inflamunable. These ireatments
will zemaove olls, greases, petroleum
Jelly and most Jubricating mixtures.
But they will not remove stains
caused by the fine metallic parlictes
often associated with lubricants.
Such stalng can be removed by
methods described opposite afier
the oil or grease has been
eliminated

Metallic Stains

Stalns caused by metals. in the
form of rust, verdigris or fingly
divided particles, can be removed
by elther of the following metheds.

N.SW. DISTAIBUTOR

MOONIE MARINE BROKERS

Bruce Moonie
(02) 519 2488, AH. (02) 929 0150

a - I

faiImmerse the stalned pottionina
5% solutlon of oxalle actd dis-
solved inhotwater rl g2 ofoxalic
acld disselved inexch pint of hot
water). The hands and the fabzie
should be washied very thoreugh-
1y after using oxalic solutlons, as
this chemical is peltonous,

b Immerse the stained portienina
warm sclution containing two
of concentrated hydrachloric
aclad plus 100 parts of walter,
Wash off thoroughly with water,

Pitch and Tar

QOrganic solvents such as perch-
lorethyle trichlorethylene, trich-
lorethane or white spirits may be
dabbed on Lo the stain ta effect
removal. Again care should he
obzerved when using [nftammable
solvents

Vamish

Dab the stain first with trichlore-
thylene and then with & mixture of
equsal parts of acetene and amy-
lzcetate, Shellac Vamish Is easily
removed . with  alcahei  or
methylated spirits. Paint strippers
based on alkalis should not be used
onthesefabrics. Wash thoroughlyin
water afterwards.

Thls covers the main polnts in
washingsails. Ttisimportant o look
afteryour snilsat gl times andifyou.
do this they wiil give you.many
years of good service.

— By courtesy Hood

THEY ALL LOVE
THE SUNMAID

She has fo be ihe salting success
of this recession-ridden stagfialed
age,

N
She's the Sun Mald 20— and it all
started about 18 menths agewhena
blackbearded satlor called Chris
Halideclded It would be nlce loown
a little bbat of his own.

He went along to give the once-
over Lo a hul} shape he fancied, and
ended up buying net only the yacht
but the agency as well,

“The bloke told mehe'd make just
$18 in bwo years”, says Hall.

Chris, 24, a blee-water man witk
two Sydney-Hobarts and about
15.000 sea-miles behind him. has
certainly improved on that. Call
him the traiter-sailer tycoan

He started bullding in the #ont
yard of hls Mt Eliza home, just
Rimself ard his wife.

Now he has an eyecalching
workshop-come-showroem on the
Nepean Highwey at Carrum, handy
fer Taunching in the Patterson
River.

In the 18 monpths since he
mastered the art of laying-up g r p.
he has sold 138 of his smard-looklng,
seaworthy Hitle yachts.

He and his staff of five are turning
out three a week They haye 34 In
the order book and thelr slard at
Satlboat “76 recently was the star of
the show. N

‘The main thing was, you coutdn't
rniss It. There ts was, hard by the
bar, festuring super-salesman
Hall's show-stoppet, a sexy, blzck-
with-gold-trim  ensemble  of

Sunmaid. trailer and Mercedes a
snap at $33.000 the lot.

Hall says the secre! of his success
[s 138 satlsfied customers.

“If anyone has a complaint, 1 go
along and five it myself’. he says
and adds with Rerce pride; “There
aren’'t very many. Let's face it
noboedy builds a better hoat™.

Crowning point to date of the Hal?
success story was down at Qeelong
last week-end.

~We had the second annual get.
together af the Sun Maid ¢lass
associatlon™, he says.

“We hiad nine boats the first year.
There were 25 thistime, allas guests
of the Royzsl Geslong Club

“We had a good time, Jehn
Bennetf, of Geelong, won the
two-race series, and that vas
excellent. He's been with us since
the beginning”.

Chris Hall's demo boat, his osn
favorite Sun Mald, Solamis 11 has
thelot — fully equipped forcrulsing.
racing, you name it, from a tel-radial
cut spinnaker down to the latest in
electronics.

And, on the Queen’s Birthday
Menday. he pulled his Jatest trick
out of the hag — a blooper,

This, for the uninitiated, 15 the
full-cut extra that the really gun
racers sport off the wind, Mast
unusual, belleve me, In a ualler-‘_
saller.

“Wewereclockingeight knotsina
15-knot breeze, ne kidelng,” say a
Bleeful Hall

How this Fve just go to see, Stand
by for the boat dest.

e e Ta
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SUNMAID
RANGE OF
TRAILABLE
YACHTS:
Sunmaid 5
Sunmaid 20
Sunmaid 7
Sunbird 25
Sunbird

Bia’s mast popular boating area is now

Motor Sailer A Bed by the Sunmald Organisation, ac-
N 5 . ,
ALSO AVAILABLE L ﬂ:lf:l .Ausiralia s leaders In the trallable
Salar 40 R
e — - \

East Gippsland
agents for:

Volvo Penta
Marine Diesels

' Stern Drives - -

LR B . - 7- /a20
§ PROFESSIONAL SERVICES '_- T _
'OFFERED AT THE ALSO ON DISPLAY:
SUNMAID COMPLEX | AT THE NEW | y
AT PAYNESVILLE. - SUNMAID FACTORY |
¥ MARINA ¥ RIGGING AND . = ]
storace 0RY) | “wast - | Giilcraft 20 |
SECURED BERTHS FOR _ _
' 300 TRAILABLE CRAFT SERVICES - Disptacement dieset péwered 3
Y FIBREGLASS or motor st g or dbon B '
AND TIMBER | * SHIP'S | g ‘ - _
MAINTENANCE | CHANDLERS. § (b-cueotavmmmmetor o7 ="
AND REPAIRS - _ ‘
13 MARINE } FINANCE ~ We welcome enquiries at our Slip Road facibry 7 days a week.
MSUMCE e | S350 SUNMAID YACHTS
PRICES - APPROVED CLIENTS

. SLIP ROAD, PAYNESVILLE, 56 6505 - §6 6984 -

PR

Sourced, stored & provided, courtesy of John Crawford Marine, "GLD's Used Boat Specialists Since 1964"




