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NEIL PATCHETT AND HIS FAMILY GAVE IT THE ULTIMATE WORKOUT
DURING A WINDY WEEKEND ON SYDMNEY'S HawkesBuryY /PITTWATER
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Sourced, stored & provided, courtesy of John Crawford Marine. "QLD’s Used.Boat Specialists Since 1964"
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The Spider was now e

loaded with five adults =
_ oo GNQ Three Kids under i S e
g i et e the age of five, oen s v
peist s o yel it remained _
easy fo sail
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In the moming the Kids were up at the crack. And |
mean the crack. That's 4.30am. 1 told myself that they were
keen to see the dawn of the new day from the cockpil, even
though that event was about 90 minutes away.

Shrugging off the carly start, we ate break fast on board
and motored oul of the bay and into Pitwater, By 8. 30am
the nor’-wester had built o 10 knots. This was orem
sailing. Full main, self-tacking headsail and cvervone on
deck with Broken Bay 1o ourselves.

Then, with litthe warning, a southerly sprang up. With
Liz and the two Kids below, [ sailed the boat back towards
the lee of the shore. Thanks to the efficient and wide
traveller, it was possible to flatten the main and feather o

I but the strongest gusts., The linle F-'.;micr '.1L‘{{Llilh.‘d itself
well tn these conditions and despite the wind exceeding 20
pests A times, it feh safe and controllable at all times.

4 little later in the duy and the wind at backed off w0
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SPECIFICATIONS

SPIDER 24 MKkl

LR o 7.30m
Baam T P 2.50m
Displacement: ........1 100kg
Ballast: ..o e 3B0kG

Sail cren: .
Frice (03 tested)
Agent

2% Asgm
550,000
SSydney Sailboat
centre

phone (02) $997 8759
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