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SONATA 6.3

| account the outboard motor,

railer sailers, once the bastion of
Jlower price family eruising and
racing, have suffered more than most
other areas in the boating marketplace
of late, with many recogmsed names
no longer available and others strug-
L:‘m;, for sales, Many reasons have
been put forward for this but one of
the most consistent is that, in the quest
for more bunks, more facilities and
more luxury, trailer sailers weighed
themselves out of reach of the average
family car.

The Sonata 6.3, most recent in a
long line of trailer sailers to bear that
name, is a genuine attempt to return (o
some of the values that started the
whole trailer sailer movement: in
short, it is a lightweight, fairly basic
vessel designed to be within the legal
towing limits of the average car.
Desigmer Jim Voyzey made, as one of
his design parameters, that the all-up
weight of the boat and its trailer
should not exceed one tonne. He has
achieved this but only partly. Jim’s one
tonne package does not take into
water,
fuel znd all the other stuff that even a
moderately equipped boat needs but, it
is a step in the right direction and
Shoreline Yachts deserve congratula-
tions for bringing out a new boat in a
demonstrably depressed sector of the
market.

Design

The well-known US designer, Gary
Mull, is responsible for the Sonata 6.7
and Sonata 8 — the two Sonata yachts
that have given the marque its excel-
lent reputation and builder Jim Voyzey
has obviously studied the Mull tech-
nique when configuring the new 6.3
jut where the Mull-designed are very
heamy, the 6.3 is decidedly narrow for

- a trailer vacht and it is this, more than

| anything,
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that grives the craft its low
hull .u-u:hf (640 kgz) and speedy per-
formance, What is sacrificed is below
room but this is in order,

The eraft has a cheeky look to it, Tt
has a Mull type stern ending in a
quare transom, moderate sheer, high
how with congiderable overhang, roun-
ded underwater soctions forward and a

flat run aft, Instead of a swing keel
there is a ballasted dagger board con-
trolled by a 10:1 pulley and tackle

which slots right through the cabin,

arying draft from flush (150 mm) to
L.5 mi The daggerboard is an aerofoil
with the lead ballast of 182 kg plassed
in. The rudder hangs off two sturdy
pintles and has positive buoyaney, so
when you undo the locking rope, it
floats.

On deck, the Sonata 6.3 has a

vacht-sized alloy toe rail around the
;.,runwa]es. a Iarge cabin sloping into
the foredeck, big cockpit and tapered
forehatch (Canpa) is set into the slope
of the cabin. The mast step, hatch sur-
rounds and track mounts are picked
out in clear surface around a general
non-skid covering. The cockpit is over
two metres long and has lift-up locker
lids for the motor, fuel tank, ete.

Fully sealed lockers are optional.

The mainsheet can be sited either
across the bridge deck, where it will
interfere with access below, or across
the back of the cockpit, which pre-
cludes the cockpit seats as casual sleep-
ing berths, The cabin has a standard
pop top which has been tried and tes-
ted over many Sonata yachts and is a
two-movement affair to slot into posi-
tion and replace.

Below decks

Consistent with its role as a casual
sailer, as opposed to a mini yacht, the
Sonata is small below. Nevertheless it
has berths for four in a double and two

singles, a galley moulding and best
all, a concealed toilet compartment -
hind and to port of the full length a -
ger case. There is comfortable sitt
room for three but more than t
would be a pinch, especially if e
weather was bad.
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A simple three-quarter rig pro-

vides two alternative sail plans —a

conventional set up which includes in

overlapping headsail and cockpit sheet |

winches, or a self tacker on its ovn
track. In either case the halyards cre |
led aft on both sides of the pop top with |
winches to put that final bit of grunt |
into sail sets. The starboard cockpnit
winch can also be used to raise the

centreboard, though the big tacile |
should be adequate most of the time.

Raising and lowering the mast can be
done single-handed with practice.

Performance

Because of its narrow beam, ‘he
little 6.3 is tippier at rest than other
Sonatas but, the depth of the dagger-
board and the low placement of the bal-
last gives it reasonable stability un: ier

sail, ﬂnr test condmons were tht

|



=

weather helm but stress ;yrain that the
conditions were such that its hehaviour
in heavy air could not he determined,

On the basis of similar boats | have
tested and the comments of the design-
er, | think it reasonable to assume the
boat woulidl need a deft hand on the
mainsheet in a blow, ag the ability 1o
depower the rig would be important,
Voyzev say: when overpreszed, the
boat skids sideways but does not round
gp and this makes sense to me on the

hasis of the feel of the eraft in light air.
- Manoeuvrability i2 excellent beeanse of

the deep rudder and general =ail hand-

-

Finish

The test boat was the first out of
the mould and the quality of the finish
was OK rather than good. There are a
few rough edges here and there and
though the pop top works well mecha-
nically, itis a pretty ugly arrangement.
Attention to detail in the fit out is not
avoer exeiting.

Comelusion

A simple, fast and neat little hoat,
the Sonata 6.3 impressed with its con-
cept and speed. 1 have few doubts that,
handled by a gun erew, this will turn

Specifications

LOA O O 6.3 m

LWL ci.oninmsivonsiimmmmnisinsssessses. DO 1)
BN Gortiiocis asmamiisimiissinm iy 2156 m
Dl {up) .cisiismiisnsmnissemis 0.15m

(AOWN) iviriinninssinasainie 1.52m
Displacement ..........cocoeueeceennen, G40 Ky

Ballast .o e 182 kg2
PP coovsvinasmssnapaiishiucsiupssimiasions 210,300

B Tost hoat courtesy Shoreline Yachts,
1 By-the-Sea Road, Mona Vale, NSW
2103, "Phone (02) 9973508

ling, sheet trimming, ete., were easy, |
”»r("fl*r' the mainsheet across the coek-
i pit as the helmaman then can alter that
p
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out to be a fast racer. It has enough
room helow and the coneealed head je

“eail while steering. real bonn, espeeially for women.
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