By NEIL BAIRD

Dm-l ﬂflhft best established of the larger wrailer yacht classes
available in Australia, the Sea way 25 is a real pocket acean
racer and provides an excellent introduction 1o bigger boat

racing for small boat sailors.

As well, the Seawsys - pariicularly in

iwtoria ~ provide excelient racing
within their own ¢lass, and in the many
open trailable vacht cvenis in the
State,

Dreveloped by builder, Tom Stephencon
of Swephenson Saitboats Pty Lid in
conjunction with desigeer Doug Peterson
of San Diego, the Seawsy has been
pradually developed over the seven o so
years of s life hrough ahour three
differemt models.

The most drastic changes have vccurred
in the last couple of vears when Tom
Stephenson developed the Elite model
which does af

ofEa where an averag
boats turned out for each of the s

and | also competed in the Marlay Poim
Owernight Race in which 25 Seaways also
competed.

While all of my <ailingon 2 Sezways has
been on an Elite, Graham Femton's
‘Nevertheless” | think [ prefer the fooks of
the older mudels, even though they
obviously have less reom below and a
shighlly less effective cockpt layout

The Elite is undoubtediy likely 10 sell
better. and is the only model s availible
from new.

carlier, the Seaway is a real

cht 2nd has many keel boat
characteristics. Mot the Ieast of these is
th and it is notahle that a

mvelved in the Petersville

that resulted in the sinking

er "Gireat Expecimi The

Seaway concerned had fis pulpis and
lifelines demotished, and par of its woe rail
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removed. but the hull was undamaged.
Seaways have sailed in all the major
races in Victora in all kinds of weather,
end 1 have heard of no significant
problems, g
While I would aot be keen to s3il one 1o
New Zealand, | think that they could be
sailed comtorably and safely around the
comst,
They have no problem passing the
Victorian  Trailable  Yachl  suibility
eering test. and | have found them tobe
e
The pocket ocean racer approach seems
1o lead most owners to cover their boats
with gear, and my general observation of
masl boats in the class is that they have
oo many gadpets, ropes and winches.
Cermainly, the boat that T sailed on could
have had a couple of hundred pounds
removed 10 make it more efficient and
faster. | noticed similar scoumulations of
gear on many of the other boats | looked
an

1 guess thal most skippers tend 10 get
tempted by the gear suppliers and these
have wery persuasive arguments for
putting their equipment zhoard,

Having sailed now under all points of 3

sail and in winds ranging from dead light 1o

approximately 30 knots, T think | have got
a reasonable ides of how the boats sail.
They cerainly perform well for the shape
and weight of boat that they are.
There is po dowbt that you could make a
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features of the Seaway and still provide
the performance that they do would be
As aracing class in Victoria, they would
be second only to the Exchells for numbers
of boaws sailing regularly, and l=
certainly provide heen racing s all
Al the front of the fleet is competition as
good a5 you would get anywhere, while
further hack, the families and newcomers




