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Australian trailer-sailers

RI 24

For o, i pood trailer yacht is one which is roomy
and comfortable inside, easily rigped and sailed,
turns i a good performance, puts no strain on the
family sedan, is easily Inunched by two people and
can he dropped off the trailer into relatively
shallow witer,

A tall order, mayhe, it one which has bheen
filled by designer-builder Robin Legg in his RI.
M. Ouce you have saifed 1his boat, you can
undlerstand whty it 18 so popular, lor everything is
done with the minimom of fuss, and yet returos
the mmaxinum result,

First, perhaps, the question of kwnching, With
sty bad ramps in New South Watles and
Victorgs, tratder-satler mannfacturers could be
totnven for throwing up their hands i Trus-
trion. How do you lnunch a 7 or 8B metre yacht in
a conple ol centimetres of water, which is the usual
condifion onmost ramps? The answer, according
to Robin Legp is the R1, 24--she floats in just 36
centimetres of water, which means il you had a
bathiub hig enough you could wse an R1. 24
mstead of vonr rubber ducky!

Cietting the boat on and off the trailey is o one-
pueny job. The 660 kiloprams of hoat is stretehed
it a long, low hull with a 12 depree deadrise
alang the hottom and no skeg, meaning that she
cith shide castly on and off using a standard hand
wineh. The relatively low weight also means you
vitn use astandard trailer-—-no need for twin-wheel
hopeys here.

Indeed, launching the RL 24 is like lannching o
rge Flying Dutehnrn, and the stmifarity does
not end there, Tor the lines of this boat reveal the
designer's feeling for the flightier centreboarders.
Her speed in the water indicates this Loo, but more
about that later,

Al over this hoat there is a feeling of Tirmness
aml solidity which lelies her fong, low holl line.
She looks racy - she is raey-—but she is not {limsy
lke so many riacy cralt; she s solid and well built,
Fhe only stightly-constructed part T could find was
the sliding hateh which gave a bit when I stood on
1 minoy point, ‘

As mentioned, this boat has along, fean profile,
Phe steam has a moderate to severe rake and

curves under the forcloot sharply inta what is
atmost a straight-Tine keel: Alimost, but not guite
lor there is a pentle convexX curve to the hottom of
the hull which Hits towards the stern so that there
b asteht overbing at the reverse transom.,

[n plan view, undoubtedly the most impressive
feature is the cockpit, | can salely say that | have
nat seen amoie toamy cockpit in i keel yacht, let
alone a tratler yaeht. Like the Marauder 725 and
the Hood 23, the RE 24 ntilises virtually the whole
of her 2.2 metre beam by carrying the coamings
ot to the gimwales, This gives remarkable leg
space and seating space--so much so that the
carrying capacity of the cockpit would he lmited
more by the trim of the hoat than the constriction
of room. Six gdults would not crowd this cackpit.

Top marks to designer ey also for offering a
wide, wide cockpit coaming o relieve ‘hum
hunions' Knowing that sailors have a habit of
perching on the coaming especially when sailing
hard, Rob determined at least 1o make it
comlortable for them, I ois as o confirmed
coaming-percher | can vouch for it

Placing u sheeting track in the centre of the
cackpit has a tendeney 1o break up the space, bt
the bip wide coclkpil area takes cave of this i the
RE 24, Keeping cleats and leads on the cabm top
or owtside the coaming, and the motor tueked
away right altina well, leaves the cockpitareafree
and uncluttered -a feature of this boat which
must endear it o cruising and vacing tamilies
alike.

Forward, there 1sa front opening hateh into the
cabin and a rather novel anchor hateh whieh s g0
big it can take anchor, warp, spinnaker haskel
{applanse from the racing raternity) and kids!
Kids love to sit on the foredeck and a shatlow
Batch sueh as this keeps them inside the boat
instead of slithering all over the deck with the
attendant man-overhoard 1isks.

Down below, the accommodation arrange-
ments of the R 24 are fauly standard but
adequate for comfortable tamily crnising, There is
@ lot ol roam (roominess seems 1o he the most
obvious factor i this hoat) with herths to sleep
four adults, yetr ample spiee to move around
despite the intrasion of the centreplate housing, A
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sink on the port side and galley space on the
starboard side combine with a (olding teak table
on the housing to complete a comiortable cruising
setup,

The windows and the very wide compuanionway
hateh make the interior ol this craft very airy and
light. Headroom is good and the finish excellent
inclnding, in the loxury version, teak racks and
lockers, The raising purchase for the centreplate
intrudes somewhat, but these fitlings are never
altractive no matier what they look like,

Flotation is provided in an interesting manney
with the entire'eyes’ of the bow fitted with positive
foam material as well as a ‘capsule’ of Town fitting
the entire section ol the boat (right up into the
cockpit conming) near the stern. Most boats tend
to {11 flotation material beneath the tloor, buthere
again the designer has osed a centreboarder
technique- keep the buoyaney high so that the
punwales are held well up in the event of Hiooding.

A cast-iron centrepliate coated with ecpoxy t
weighs 150 kilograms, giving the boati L3 metre
dralt when lowered. This offers adeguate lateral
resistance while at the same time making the boal
completely sell-righting from a horizontal ‘knock
down' position, Provision for a locking bolt
makes her in etfect a keeler,

Perhaps the maost surprising (eature of allin this
poat is the rig. 10y extremely light, consisting in
the standard version of a tapered mast, forestay
and one set of shrouds, Yet itis extremely strong,
emnploying a thick mast wall and dinmond stays to
retain strength, There is no backstay but runners
are fitied in the racing version to offset the added
steain of a spinnaker, or give support un havd
windward work,

Rigping this boat would be the simplest job in
the warld, yet in hard sailing and competitive
racing over the past thiee years, not nne of the 200-
odd mists has been Jost—a testimony 1o the
effectiveness of the rig. And to add to the
centreboirder concept of the rig, the mast is over-
rotating and she carries trapeze wires, although |
discovered that the later are used more by families
as a way to keep the Kids amnused than by hard-
racing sheet hands tryiug to strain an extia
fraction of a knot out of the boat!

The RL 24 handles delighttully, She is very
responsive to the slightest pressure on the helm
and is nicely balanced even in the gusts. There was
htte or no weather helm even hard on the wind
and 1 feel certain that with the effect of the tapered
mast *bleeding' off excessive wind, it would be
hard to put this boat wader severe pressure even in
havd gusts.

She points well and Toots along at a fine rate. |
is casy o see where this boat gets her vacing
reputation from, for she moved through the water
eltortlessly. | said 7.3 metre yachts almost every
day of the year in my sailing school, so Tam well
qualilicd to judge the speed o a boat ol this size,
andd judpged the R1L 24 to bea fast boat,

OFf the wind it was a motnent’s work and no
elfort to pull the plate up o bit, and the boat
responded by picking up her skirts and flying.
Downwind she was just rearing to get up and
plane, and one could feel the fat aftey section of
the hutl coming into effect. Unfortunately being s
new boat, she wits not yet equipped with spinnaker
pear, so | had to forgo the pleasure of what [ can
well imagine would be an exciting downhill run.

This boat is very stable and never at any time
did she heel excessively, The centreplate and bilge
section took care of any incipient instability, while
the tapered mast allowed the sait 1o exhaus
automatically as the wind prussure increased.

We sailed her through every point ol the
compass, and on ecach leg she proved that o
handting, it would be almost impossible to lul
her. We landed her on a beact, pushed hoe olf,
ook her into watter with mangrove roots showing,
and generally gave her the rounds of the saifing
kitchen. But she laughed it all off.

Summing up, ean only agree with those wlho
said Fwould Lind the R1. 24 a teailer yacht of some
note. She is o first-class eraft with tremendous
versatility, both as a racing yacht and as a Lamily
cruiser. And wost important of all, she is easily
tranilered and launched.

I is no surprise 1o me, having sufted the RE 24,
to learn that she was given the Good Dedgn
Award Tor 1976,




