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THE 23 WAS ORIGINALLY CONCEIVED AS A DAY SAILER. WHAT HAS
HAFPENED IN PRACTICE IS THAT THE BOAT HAS PROVEN HERSELF TO BE A
FINE SMALL CRUISER/RACER. [T 1S STRESSED THAT THIS BOAT WAS NOT

DESIGNED FOR SERIOUS OFFSHORE OR NIGHT SAILINGMANY HAVE BEEN
SET UP AND USED SUCCESSFULLY, FOR THIS PURPOSE BY EXPERIENCED

SAILORS. WITH COMPETENT HANDLING, HER GENEROUS SHEER,
BULKHEADED CONSTRUCTION AND CORRECTLY INSTALLED BALLAST, SHE
HAS PROVEN HERSELF ABLE TO RIDE OUT QUITE A STRONG BLOW

THE COCKPIT IS & LONG, MAKING FOR DAY SAIL
COMFORT. THE RELATIVELY LIGHT WEIGHT MAKES HER A
JOY TO TRAIL, BEHIND LARGER 4 CYLINDER CARS

LOA: 22'g"
DWL; 18'9"
BEAM; 7"
DRAFT: ™f 4'8°
TRAILER WEIGHT: 1800LBS
MAIN: 15050
MIZZEN: 8450°
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Simply Sharp

Modern _J._m...n.-_.mh.._ and construction revive a traditional work boat for recreatignal use,
by Bob Ross
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Baat Raview: Norwalk lsiand Sharpe £

Kirby's protatype

W TP & v s b

vl worutay boedkings Toritr il
Ve Wi mn AR AU SCage T

L]} w {angw mostn] iy

Pl was ot wned @ abic Bifbne ok

o ihai o fwkl

M an .___.:.._

Lo oo amgakias T

el B Pl thie witne #lul

| Slaafpecs.
Wil B sl Moango ki ook i S0

PsOr e b e s Bt 1S Thee dessgn was it B

Aptpiliid lhes ormom sheas oroer Ve apalio ol i, anid
il by mienbere DR s e TR T P TP
tesiggrns i g doe S brgfugs
Vo srialimy Rittaryn a's € wipr o Padlcigers. e

v o

[T

drn Sy Pamokogy

FOP- Mot dwridfs Mt N dhiies inied Menal g ninis.

Ay bl Kirkwy s Pt i thae v ove ocagsan: ks

A iyl gy susimENE S o Ll wati o ey masik alvi AL Shinid nadl. oy iiner, mpew g = e he

f
, courtesy of John Crawford I\L

rine.

s provided



Boat Review: Norwalk Island Sharple 23

Wee bherth lorward, methe stove, Porla Palll snd set-
tee berths epposing centreboand brunk.
degree of deuiracy

Kirbw dhevelopaed these hogrs for lis

o Ty e Frosay e Bumwead onester boais af

s area,” Avlifle savs,  Thoy were, as these
i, unstaved catsrigged ket hes, skiims
wiith MTaring =ibes and flat bagtoriies Phad
fad tor runy boars, loaded and capry fnall

wathers, cither siele- hamdcd. or man
arud by
The Norwalk Istand Shurpee was dea

mratbcally worked omoer vy Kithy it 2
minlern, surprisinghy high performiance
herar wpthy an casily bandledd e S liine
savs A feature of the Kirby basat woas (is
fightwcight phywosisdiepaorxy hull consfan
et and clover inicnor desaen H"‘l.l-||l!1j.! in
ar e ekt bor o piven
ol oW ihen Cormpaaied B its aneestiors

vk Flat Wi sden Boats hocame the
Loestralian agemi for the Noracilk [sland

Sharpie rangc and AvIille enthuscisically
hepan aslating © feediv Fiakwr

“Any lingering conscrvatism | might
have foh was thoroughly dispelled My that
the high-windediness, the

yudet ol the holl, the wonderful agility and

CR M

cast of hamdling and she booked so goasd

Yohifie initialiv sabed o Jagriie Fisiwer an
the shallow: waters of Laike Alexandrina
aml Coorong Lakes and then offshone
althaviigh Bertssy died ot dlesigen tha
Sharpres as Bue water boais Avlifle was
caught o in o southwess blow on the
retieen Fraam 2 rsse Lo Kangarcss islamd
with his Heyvenr-odd stepson and voung
fricmd on boaed

Wo were i 65 Kots for caht howrs 1
wias terrfied ™ he savs - When we (inalls
reachod Port Vincent, people did o
hselec v wo bad Beece oot Hiene

sailinnge wnader deepy feefed maarsal, ihe
Pt remiained renurkably casy o handle

i Ehee ocomlit s

Trdorest i i -:lljl'rni' Ll !'l‘b“ L
bl whon James Frecheville skip
|-:-rnl s sl bl Ssoorwzlk bslaod 2%

Crad toy i Jime beoomars dnad chivision A il

|
handicap victory i the 1'#0 Marksy Possl
orvermight roe for traiable yackas on the |

Cripgrsband Lakes Cowsl S0irg Pl mirvsamdd
plhwe corirse i record time while @ southas
Iy Fromt with rain squatls and winds of 2%
ter #F kmoos abismiasted 16 bosis, sank Rar
and bed 1o 0 retirements from 2 feet of
20 eTirics

sithough Duck Flan Wiooden Bosts b
Hriilt edgehn Norwalk Isbamd Sharpies, in sfl
{he shacs, since Charlie Fisiver Aviifie has
reelvines) the hasat, resvilalised ber with 2
Breavtifod Internatonal Brigheside rolled-
on pobvurctiane nish and optimised the
P S up

Explaining why he had ke her he
sl 1 have probably bailt for my own
putprse seven or cight boats aver the
VEATS A CVErY dHBE D snee Pl |
soanted o et pidd of " he said. "Bt this
bt cviiimues 0o theill me. | am never
Tsranod wvith i ”

wwlitfc savs part of the s cess of Dock
Flat i ddue o0 ins bomg term oo batomsdips it
s devoboped v el its suppliers . fere most
among them, the association with Ken
CVBren Sails, " The Crews 30 Spunspar i
Nl Vake (MW} and Randall Cooper
Fabrications in Casdwa miake (o Duck
Flats specifications and beanding frec-
stangiing spars At hardware of suh oeal
ity thait a significant export business hos
developed for thedr Morwalk Iskand
shar pric rages am Praly), the DK aned especially
the United Seates

Harken Ausiralia have been exircmely
ht‘||,"l||| mn rofinang And advising on e
Tk Flar runming rigs

The masts oif o bigh fenille laharnacke pot

Mme peceon can bower the maal which las wecured
ot tha gl podml

Spary and wafly e gl pechaged fog T iy
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East ﬂgﬂ'l‘l
b b © Perlfe Fioker AL dzain
Easter fior some promotional sailing. For
the boat, with a owing weight of 1.7
Boines. 3 satggie-ax e grabler suffices and
Wiilte's Nissan Patrol was more than [BeaR
erivl emough o combrtably handic the
WREHon roweid erp. Simalar boats ane
bemg e by six cvlinder Commodores
arwd Forls

e paost moticeable improvement o
e Peeal sepce she fiest camc st on P
sl sacks sown after bivnehing AT
Trom the sman new paint job, is the
micthond Avilifte has devised for sLe g
ael bowering the mast - the most darit:
ing chore for the trikable vacht owner

Fhe main aml mizzen masts are mised
i amconventional tabernacle arrnge-
mwenl They slot into fixed channeled
wists, Warmed from high tensile jhumini-
im0 SO0 tonne press and strong
ctiouigh to withstand a full kneckdoan
The paosts protrude 850mm above deck
with the post fir the miinmast fixed s
the keel=on and the mizzen t the cockpit
Hiwor, with the pivet pin near the top
Henh spars live an the abermaches, The
pevet pesnt is high enough to allow baoth
ter e s by one person. by hand - oo
srings or sheer legs roguired

The mizzen masi hinges forwand amd
The mvain mast aft. With the goosenecks for
th booms dso atteched 1o the aberma
Cle the SIS with sails et artached o
the bowms, are readily packaged o a
riggicd Berealli: for railiong

Wwliffe soes the arrngement as possilily
the best ever tratlersailer rigging solution
He can rig and Liunch ©wilfe Picher
msacde 200 minunes

Ve temrk me and oy 1 3vearolil gramdson
scanfirngt ot @ hghv-air afternoon in Mowater
a rwteerorushy ot place wo sl

Fhe 3 5hp Tohatsa outhoand pashed

Showing the shape on tho tralber, ready to moll.

Boat Review: Norwalk Island Sharple 23 J

The cechplt is 2.75m long and secure.
Cibwerffe Fixber out of thie Boval Motor Yoachi
Cluby myarire: with mre thin addequane
power for this flat-bonomed, light craft,

The grandson ook the helm while
Aylirte hoisted sail With both sails fully
battened and caprured in kaey jacks, this
wiis a simple operation. Hoistng the
mizzen first and sheeting on this simall sail
amomaticilly pushed the hom head to
wired while the mamsail was raised

The voung “un wourld not ger off the
Feelim Thas ok o complication i the rig,
high-set bsoms, « iy Do strimgs oo padl
ensiire the bost is exiremely casy 1o sail
She has anly one LS [T h, fea l“-'EF' raisit tlie
mansail onothe cabin top within reach of
the cockpit, abomg with 1w banks of jam-
s bor the sadl Controds

Performance
Ihe perfurncmoe was a SUIFPYFiSE: Ty e
when | firsally got my hands on the tiller
Thie mast-sail coribinatioms developed by
R O Bracn Saulbs i South Adistrabia and ihe
'i]'l-l.llhg'l".l!"[l'.an1 FH | !\'l-l.hll:'!. nECT -upud Y.
With the spars bending in concert, gust
reapanse wis good apwind in the hreize

o oy B DO kmons sand dhe Baeigghin e wiind-
ward achicved gready exoveded my
expoctaiions.

It pays 1o encourage the boat o heel by
sathing Bovw dovwn, i the faier end of the
secrmg proove, sa the hand Chine geisa
bite on the water - contributing o side
fonce resistance. a5 well as the centre:
i

With the centreboard fully swaig up
imter its case, by a i ] purchase tackle
operated from the cockpir, the boat will
still said toowindward o some degree, with
the deaft only 250mm. Dreaft with the
rard down is 1.37m.

Stahility is contributed by a 363kg lead
shoe along the bomom of the hull and an
Bk lead tip o the centreboard, which is
miade of western red cedar strips and
‘glass composiie,

Dowmwind, who needs a spinnaker
with the ability o sl with the main and
miraen set wing and wing and the Boa
virtually stecring hersell? The boa is
extremely well balnced. Rob Avliffe
leaves her to seifstecr with a pivoe of
light line positicning the tller,

Overnighter

Charfie Fisber has 3 Lirge vee berth for
wand, settee herths pon and starboard,
two-burmer methe siove and 2 Porta Potid
toilet. The arca aft of the companienway is
idhevotod 10 stowage. She is equipped with
VHF radio.

While she can be sailed single-handed,
shie can also take a orowed, secure in the
2.75mi long cockpit with its high-coamings
Avlitfe has cruised Charlie Fisher around
the Alexandrina and Coorong akes carry-
ing up to cight young adults on school
exCursions with thelr gear

Professionally buil, inclsding trailer
and evervihing vou see on Charlie Fisher
ihe Sorwalk [Shand 23 will set vou back
$TH000 1o S5O, (000 dollars. Rob Aviiffe
says vour coubd build yvour ewn for
S8 000 in 18 months o (wo veirs of
spare time. Duock Flal can supply nor cndy
the set of plans, for $560, but all the mate-
rials and limitless advice, L

Desigrer Brooe Kary, USA.

Busiser. Dok Flal Wooden Beats, 25 Seclor R,

Mot Baiee, S 5241 ‘phone. 08 K301 J0RE

fan, 08 K391 3977; pomadl, mtwrtiduchfint
wiodenhoats com
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