MASRM top racing machine with
comforts of fine cruising boat

By PETER DABBS

You might well ask where such
4 name as MASRM originated.
The answer is simple.

The boat is manufactured by its designer, Merv
Anderson of Sandgate Road Man'ne.gTake the
first letters of each, and you have MASRM.

With no dealer network, all boals are sold
through Sandgate Road Marine in Brisbane,
which made # a litle dificult for us in Sydney
to find a boat o try out However Keith Powell,
who owns a MASRM, very kindly made himself
ar‘rlt_!! his E:_l]aal available to us.

& tralled #t to Bayview on Sydney's Pittwater,

and the first impressions were of a verir full-bodied
hull with deep bilges, fine entry running back 1o
tairty flat after section,
_ It was a shallow skeg which we found helped
in her tracking ability. All told, the boat looked
to be very powerful although retaining a limited
wetted surface,

She is a lift keeler with the top of the keel
protruding about 18" above the cabin top when
fully raised. The raising is by mechanical winch
that has sufficient mechanical advantage to make
E:l:ifﬁng of the 240kg of lead ballast a simple

The rudder too is of the dagger board type,
set in a solid aluminium framework. The cabin
is of a wedge shape configuration, and overall
the appearance was very pleasing.

| felt that the faimess could have been a litle
better.

Pt i well sel ug, reeaking | siongle 0 fy a8 spinnaker with minimum crew,
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Getting ready

Keith was accompanied by his young son,
Tory, and the two of them showed that raising
the mast and preparning fo sail was not a big job.
Although the boat was completely stripped when
they armived, it took very litle time.

The trailer had a coupling with ant-sway and
anti-pitch davice that Keith says has been most
successful, allowing him to tow at high speed
without any tendency for the trailer to take charge.

This is particularty importantto Keith as he races
his boat at Lake Macquarie, about 100 miles north
of Sydney - a long trip if the trailer is not well
set up. And his record there is enviable. His
MASRM is scratch boat and, to date is undefeated
for line honours.

That is hardly surprising as all MASRMs have
full racing gear as standard fittings. Atthough a
comfortable boat for a family cruising, racing is
what the class is all about

Thay are inclined to be a ltte tender and should
carry a crew of four, all sitting on deck o windward,
This is not Keith's idea of sailing,

He and Tony comprise the full racing crew
and, to compensate for the ight weight he has
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SPECIFICATIONS:

LO#&: 7.2m

LWL: 8.3m

Baam: 2.49m

Draught: Keel up 30cm: Meel down
180em,
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