THAT'S REALLY '

Austrian-designed British-huilt
and described as a fin-keel sloop,
the Manta 19 is a true yacht with

trailerable possibilities. She
handles like a wacht and has a
lot going for her, saYs

PAUL HOPKINS.

THE MANTA 19 was released at Ll
1975 bydney Boot Show and seemved Lo
intercst mainly owners of similar-sized
trailer satlers. My family and 1 climbed
o board 4t the Show and were
impressed by the use of the lmited
intenar space as the Manta s only twao
metres wide — ot in proporiion, :whin;:h
i somelhing unusual a5 some  Lndler
smnlers look like Moating earavans.

Designed in Austria, built 0 England
by Blakes Marioe Services, Cheshoge, and
sold i Austraia by Ekedo Pty Lid of
Chatswouod, NSW, this handsome
neweomer should be deseribed as o
fin-keel sloop. She's treilerabile but the
046 m deep skeg/keel makes it
necessary for the skipper to sink the
special tratler to launeh or retrieve Jpr
and that's tough on wheel bearings,

Ekedo Koo s the Manta T
demonstration boal on & mooring at
Greenwich on Svdney Harbor, but |
wanted to see how easy il was o
retrieve and launch her, so the Ekedo
team motored |hor  around e the
excellent Drummoyne lawinching ramp
and pulled hor out

They then relaunched her

Retrieving and launching the Manta
19 s maore diffieult than retrieving and
launching a simple centreboard troiler
sailer. The trailer has 1o he et dowa Lhe
ramp on a chatn and sabmerged. The
boat is then MNoating on or off the trailer
and the trailer is pulled up the ramp vin
the chain, attached to the ow vehele
which is kept oul of the waler

It takes a lew minutes longer Lo
launeh or relrieve the Manta 19 and not
all ramps would be suiluble particularly
those with many boats wailing. The
gleeper Lhe beller | . withoul gradually
shelving sundbanks off the ramp i,

This yvachl can't get ehise Lo rmmps or
riverbeinks unliess the boltom  shelves
sugdenly. AL Drummoyne, i Wik i case
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of wadhimg out knee deep to clamber on
to the bow (high water) and earrying
my wife sshore from (arther ouwt al low
waler

So, if vou don't mind getting your
feet and pants wel, the getting Lo and
froam the heached Manta 19 ean be
muanaged reasonably well

I'd vather step off the bow of my
centrichoard TS on 1o dry land, but it
hasn't the siability of the newcomoer;
COMPromise comes again,

Climibang on and of the Mania's bow
win'l for the elderly; it's guite o struggle,
[ tested the pulpit by patting all my

Hungry crew gl stuck ioto  the food with
talily w1 pasivian. It slows under DoOFE uarnter

barth when det i s, Cenprabourd cate is
wr bBelaw  covmpanigivay e feave  cabin
flmor wncluttoned

weight o it amd it bent slavmagly, s
decidedly flexible and I'd like Lo see
something more substontial a5 it would
tnke a hammermg inoa season of sailing
ke secluded beaches

The non-skid on the deck and cabin
top may be fine il you are wearing
sundshoes or similar bl with wel, bare
fopl it's tricky., It's as sippery os some
Syvdney  ramps. The non-skid Doish
looks like vinyl plug inlay which i
repeated on Lhe cabin liners. 1L looks

good but s dangerous Decauss it's o
shoes-of T proposition  to  board  the
Manta

Fve mude o production oul of Uhe

Muata beaching problem for o very gooml

riagon: 1 éould find little else :
criticise!  She's a  handsome, wells
thought out  sloop with good

accommodation, nifty ideas and really
pood hangdling What's more, she 4
well-balanced and sails well, :

When | test a yacht [ like Lo g0 MIDT
while the regular érew gel the saalson T
then  survey the wetivity  and
surroundings. You'd be surpriscd what
the tramed eve can pick up thot way
Instead of hull-dozing in and taking
over, il's best [or the ‘experienced
ubserver to sit gquietly and observe:

Fram my seal in the eabin | observed
1 was on a very small 19-footer which
reminded me of a Hunter 1% The Manta
19's  designer went  for  traditional
beauty of fine.

To get accommodation for four into
the Manta 19 he put the centreplate
inle her skeg/keel, leaving the cabin
Moor  free  and  wncluttered by &
centreboard case,

Twao lor'ard vee bunks are v
comfortable. The foam mu;lrem
firmer than found on Australian b
andl give excellent body: support. .

lu..: quarter berths give full 1.88
(6t Z2in) stretch and are wide. Th
timber stowage shelves ench side of
cabin take some of the guarter be
shoulder room, These shelves are diog
banked and will aecept all manner @
ems meluding camerd, spray jacked
brief ease and jumper. '
A novel inverted wishbone stain
steel mast support gives easy aceess
for'and hateh and the chemical tollel
The table, which stores under the po
quarter berth cushion, hooks onts §
masl support and s suppodted st (B
other end by a single post which &
mto the plywiood fleorhoards

T e

The stove s stored under u hatel
the port quarter berth — with g
removed the plywood hateh cover is
inverted to produce stove stand on |
which the stove s mowsted, Very neal
although somewhat cramped. \

The companionway  step hﬂ-ﬁ
small centeeplate  cose  and  the
between step and actoal eonng ¥
vproing s taken  up with
shelves

As well as the side plywood s

Sourced, stored & provided, courtesy of John Crawford Marine. "QLD’s Used Boat Specialists Since 1964"



i J P [
i [T | g el e Fr il b

Acwtralia  Bripish [T ;

wwa bl

Ll

: - . il S F » " “ }
- - - Wy, - ‘ = - 1.-.:_‘ ;
Sourced, stored & provided, courtesy of John Crawford Marine. "QLD’s Used Boat Specialists Since 1964"
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there are cloth storage envelopes each
side [orward.

The ten- shaped windows (one sach
side) et in sufficient light. An extra
window forward would reduce a slight
closed:in feeling

lomer  liner and built-in @ GRP
furniture give a clean appearance with
the timber/plywood slowage  areas
adding a feeling of the traditional,
Fimish is  reasonable, but not
X ceptional,

An  interesting anti-thief coekpit
locker could be copied on other moored
boats. Simple lines go from locker lids,
down to fairleads and back to cleats
mside the guarter berths. One has to get
into the cabin to release the lines to
open the lockers,

The chemical toilet hides in its
central  locker (forward), but some
means of restraining il is recommended

as a knock down could
messy problems.

Twin moulded-in jce boxes each side
ol the toilet compartment (under Lhe
bunk cushions) could store a fair
guantily of perishables and cans,

An electrical fuse box is located on
the inner starhoard companionway
bulkhead and it has a heavy duty look
about it

Sitting headroom is ample and the
stownge shelves give good back support.
In a nutshell, there's a kernel of truth in
the belief that one can get a guart into 2
pint bottle, The Manta 19 gets it all in
and still gives space for four average
adulls.

The boat doesn’t boast a pop-top yet
i gives a quiet confidence in its ability
tp  handle & wvariety of weather
condilions
proven

chuse some

Her designer has gone for
the expense of

gualities al

expensive acoommotdation. Thin deesn’y
mean accommodation is not good, '
just eramped.

The designer’s belief in seamanlike
design is shown in the cockpit which =
self-contained and self-draining thro
its lransom. A cockpit full of watsr will
not drain directly into. the raised
compamonway  and even the twin
storage lockers aft have heavily li
surrounds to keep water out. pm
interior locking lines should keep the
lockers secure in a complete knock
down,

On the other hand, 1 was disturbed
by the cabin windows being held in
place only by rubber gaskels. Ewveg
heavily buill ¢abin top and sides could
flex in extreme conditions and perhaps
pep out a window, In my opinion yeu
can't beat metal threads and silicome
and aluminium frames to fasten cabin
windows.

Windows aside, safety and buoyance
are high spots on the Manta 19. The
forward bunk furniture is foam-filled
right back to the guarter berths and
foam [lotation supports the cockpil
floor. (Manta 19 passed flotation tests
in England. We don't know whether she
had enpine and stores and crew on
board, Suffice to ask how many
locally-built trailer sailers would passa
proper flotation test.)

On deck, this eraft is yvacht-like with
lifelines all round, simple forestay,
backstay, two shrouds/spreaders rig and
end-hoom sheeting.

The standard boat comes with no
headsail, so that's the one we hoi i
The mmns:ul is small and total sail qﬁ:
is adjusted by the use of no 1 genoa, no
2 genoa and jib. The mainsail has
English roller reefing — the bhoom
out from Lhe gooseneck and vou w
the sail around it.

The large halyard cleats have a habit
of snugging the headsail sheets as ﬂq
the large mooring cleat on the foredeck.
Anchoring is more important than
people realise. The Manta 19 hasa
cleat for'ard, good bow roller
sharp-jnwed fairleads on each gu
fore and afl. The anchor is kept in %
port locker alongside the helmsman,

I am told thatl, in the UK, one must
now (by law) earry the anchor sad
chain  on  the foredeck. Howewer
Monta's set-up is quite satisfactory.

Talking about chains, this :rtchl
the only one I've sailed on which
must pull the chaim o haul up
centreplate, The chain with hml:lla
hand on the outside compa
step. The centreplate s so light
even a child ean haul it up. 1t m
draft to 0.9 m (from 346 m) sad &8
definite advantage to windwand.

Winehes (with fixed handles)
side of the cockpit handle the
damib  eleats  for  headsall sheets
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angled G inset  as Rudder blade
shoet, as g Ehe e entroplate

The cockpit can seat four adults with
room o spare, 1E's hot too wide and onpe
can hrace one's feel on the other side

when the hig pufls surprise vou,
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HOW SHE SAILED

A moderale nor’easter was MAKINE i
we motored wnder Gladesville Bridgs
pushed by the Volvo-Penta Shp clamped
My L the Lransom, L) port. The breszs
buffed and pulfed frem different
directions in Lypicsl Parramatta Hiver
fashion and gave us a chance fo reaily
test the yachi’s balance and responess,

The Manita came up tromps, She s
heawtifully halanced and most
responsive to helm and sail trim. Unlike
some tratler sdilers that feel heave, the
Manta 19 goes where yvou paint her and
accelerates in the pufls,

Although | don’t like overlapping
masthead headsarls on trailer sailers, 1

must confess that the Manta’s no 2
genon was easy to handle.
We saded from Gladesville g

Pinchput into the increasing noreaster
amd enjoved the experience. There ware
oo podiceahle vibrations from the alloy
centreplate o the alloy rudder blada
and taeking was egsy,

The long run back to the launching
ramp — mbo the tide! — took st under
an hour as we azlternatively ran, reached
and worked with-and across the slanting
breeze which has to work hard to invade
the  Parramatta River. The  high
headlands do some funny things to the

can house Ffowr or five s
Man s soumes a0 i
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T tromy Lhie H}-!h”."

s ruslrabing place (o Pmye they sailed  their SUrprise
i Lhe Foveshaorps anel . ::'I::.htir:f:n s 4 s e it
i Yo don'i wateh T 8
s and other commoreial SUMMARY
[ H

| .]I-!u- Manty 19 s a4 trailerable vaeht,
She's not o trailer sailor in the true sense
ol the word s she has o permanent kiel

eramp 1 did ) oy Sie Wilise
wd waved the Ekodo {gds

Nor wnlike the Huneer 18 the Manma 19
ix cormpact, handies waell anegd sails weall

and a vacht Tewl ahoul kee, 1°d like fe
s heer sailed agrinst Henter 198 and
trailer  sailers Her length. She eould
surprise them.

She fs eusy to sail and she sails well
When you tack her she doesn't -S6f
away, demanding to be pobed back up
inta ithe wind, She ticks like a yuelit
Like a Hunter 19 for exampbe. This, i

part, is due to her vachi-like keel
cenlreplate profile

Accommaodation is reascares bile
although a little eramped. However,

some ingenious stowage ideas provide all

the mod cons necessary for family
Cruksing:
Her only drawbaek iz her 046 m

lixed sheg'keel. It prevents her nosing
right into sandy beaches or shoaling
river banks. (On the other hand it gives a
safety margin not found in most trailer
sailers and provides unusuvally exesllent
handling gualities.

Some  “selfrighting'  trailerable
vachts have been known 1o sink because
they  didn®t  have sufficient inbuilt
buoyancy. The Mintid 19 appesrs to
have all the inbuily foam buovaney
neceisary io float her whenm awash.
Enough it is claimed. to support her
650 ke total displacement plus crew.

All things considered she's & fine
little yucht. Australian retail price is

Il
i about 39000 including outhoard motor
i and speciil trailer. The basie standard
Manta 19 costs aboul $7200 (without
y cutbouard and trailer),
i [ conclusion, she's a fittle vacht that
i didn’t impress me much uniil | sailed
S | her. Now I know there’s at least one TS
=l that sails like a yacht. *
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FACT BOX

Mantii 19 fauntt by Blakes Manine Seeaces, WK, amd sold i Austraba by Ekeda Piv L
29 Anderson Street, Chathwood, NSW, 2067, Soldd GRP comstruction. Accomneodation
foor four, Ficed Keal wath alloy centreplate. LOA S6 m, LWL 4.8 m. Baam 2w Dealt
tkeel only] 048 m; Draft fplate down ) 09 m. Ballast 400 s, Displacement G50 ky Sail
area o 1 genod 7 e, ng 2 genoa S00-m=, working jib 533, splonakes Lowrtawmnal
18 ,1|"! (Er-size). owinssl 508 m* Price a5 sailed 9000 . Sramdand boar 7200 dy e

sl bt cwathosat oartbasardd, branler, stose, foller, eleativies, b Puarbivwg geas g sabery goad
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