Like its private investigator namesake. Whis maxi Aussie trailable
has been a true survivor in a tough industry, JAMES HILL reports.
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An enigmalic surviver of ths harsh
climate has been the Magnum 850, one
of the new hreed of larpe and lusunious
trailable yachis. It was developed by
Budi Waalkens some four years ago as a
suecoessar to his South Coast 22 and 25
mestlels: while manufacturers in other
hoating spheres were looking the other
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thes 25, a heavy cruisimg Boat weith no

racing potential and which needed
something like an F100 truck 1o tow it. It
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desipned 22-footer was more of an
allrounder hut sald only modest]y

Lipon realising that the small boat

There's a saving thal the perfect boat &
the nexl size g and the maxi Viavngm
1it, selling steadily o second-

i tharid-fimie TS Biivers of @ lie whea

has Py

i The marked
U midir wirkomg sl
avhieves a healthy pertormance

I'lJ'I,' [5illa I-|:'I.J'_|' "F.t.“ trimm

was a'ry Y |.'FI

Sourced, stored & provided, courtesy of John Crawford Marine. "GLD’s Used Boat Specialists Since 1964"



market was all but dead Waalkens
scovered that he was left with the
ldest big TS on the market and thus was
well and truly missing oul, The 28-
ooter, tfrom the board of Bill Bollard,
wis born, aimed squarely at the
second or third-time owner why desired
b smdn, versatile cruiserracer at a
reasonabile price,
The Magnum is a very appealing

sailboat in anyone’s language
attractively stylisd, relatively ek
around the buoys, spacious and
moderately priced at around $50,000
plus trailer. It has proven a real stayer in
an otherwise depressed industry, G
having been built 1o date at the rate of
one per fortnight. Al the time of writing,
production had been cut by Waalken's
taclory, South Coast Yachis, 1o one a

manth, vel there was optimism that this
would return to normal with the
beginning of summer. Even though it is
now some tour-yvears-old, in design
terms the Magnum is right up-to-date
in market appeal and building
technology. As Waalkens says, the boat
will prabably get a good 10 vear run in
the marketplace,

A one-design class has been
established around the Magnum
ownership pool and there are
associations aperating in the boat's hwo
main power bases, NSW and Victoria,

The class associations give owners' the
long-term guarantoe of Facing
performance without having (o try
and compete in open-class race flest.”
savs Waalkens,

The class rules, while ensuring one-
design racing for those owners who like
1o compete, still allow the opportunity to
tweak performance. For instanace, fully-
battened mainsails were allowed into the
class recently. On the other hand, having
a one-design racing class has helped
keep a level of discipline in the
Magnum’s development. People are less
inclined to try different-sized sails and
figs because ultimately they want to
maintain resale value through class
conformity, sayvs Waalkens.

In performance lerms the Magnum

strikes a nice balance between the
outright performance of the modern
ultralight TSs, such as the Ross 780
Young Rockets and Spider 28, and the
needs of comfortable cruising, It just
sneaks in under the boundary for light
displacement while still retaining good
interior rocm and comiort through a
relatively high freeboard and generous
sized coach house.

There is tull standing headroom
[|1|L]ln,',h the main cabin area and 2ven
foar”ard of the mast in the fully enclosed
oilet compartment. Further, this
headroom is achievied without need of a
pop-top such as emploved by most o
the racing maxi 15
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The interior is pretty comiorntable for a
family of six with doubles fore and ail,
two sellee berths, dinette, galley and
decent-sized bathroom. 1l's the sort of
baat swhich would be right at home
inshore cruising in lake systems like the
Myalls, Gippslands and inshore of Fraser
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Islamel, and at least one has heen rated
under the Cffshore Channel handicap
systen o race at Hamilton |sland.

In terms of trailability this is still very
much a maxi-haul boat, tipping the
scales at around bwo and bit tannes with
tratdler an the road. Dey weight is aboul

1300kg, pretty pood for a boat of this
size, but to that you add the weight of
the trailer, approximately 500kg, plus
sails, equipment, fuel and water. A
powwerful WD like a Nissan Patrol,
Fovola LandCruiser, Range Bover,
Ford Maverick or FT100 can handle the
task easily provided the prailer is fitted
with brakes,

Performance
I SAILED the privately-owned Magnum
Mirvana 7 an her home waters of Lake
Mawarra. We launched from the
excellent concrete ramp at the local
vacht ¢lub which these davs fields 3
healthy-sized trailer vacht fleet tonether
with-its skiiffs and sailboards, It was coel
bt we enjoyved the sail by keeping the
baat in race mode, setting the api.'.‘.
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trimming up and
downwind and getling impressive speed
out of the moderate-strength
sou'westerly.

The 850 was designed around the
idea of using a seli-tacker headsail in
maderate 1o fresh winds. In winds below
15 knots, there's the option of staying
with the non-overlap jib or going 1o a
15% penoa. Ina wind of arcund 10412
knots we achieved an upwind speed of
5.8 knots, which is pretty good going for
a boat of only 7.5m waterline length, Off
the breeze, we set a tri-radial chute and
broad reached al speeds averaging 5.5 to
6.3 knots, competitive for a cruiser/racer,

Lighter displacement T5s would break
away in fresher conditions, purely
because they can plane earlier, but the
Magnum is na slouch in this departiment
either, To improve upwind sailing ability
100k was added 1o the ballasted lift
keel to bring it up a neat ane-third of
overall dry weight. This level might
sound low by keel-boat standards bui is
actually the common average for trailer
yachts. Given that these boats generally
sail on flat water in light 1o moderate
winds, it is not necessary to po o 40%
ballast as vou waould find in moder
offshore keel yachts.

The heat has a nice, predictable
response and doesn’t feel as flighty or
twitchy as some of the real uliralights.
Stability is good for a trailer yacht Bt it's
ahvious you need o change down to the
smaller headsail once the wind kicks in
with any purpose. Racing sailors might
consider fitting a headioil 1o facilitate a
quicker headsail change, though you can
often do the headsail switch when
sailing on the downwind ar reaching
legs under spinnaker.

As with most modern cruiserfracers the
halyards are led back to cabin top
wintches, in this case Barient &s. A bank
of Spinbog k reopae ¢ liste hes Jock off the
various halyards, thus allowing the two
winiehes o be used for spinnaker hoists,
ainsail jiffy reels or a temporary sheeter

four thes kite,

Accommaodation
A FULL interior moulding
provides a double quarter berth
1o port of the companionway and
there’s a small but functional -
shaped galley apposite, comprising
sink, hand-pump, icebox, two-
burner stove and a pair of teak-faced
lnckers. Two settees in the saloon
and a double vee berth complete
the accommodation.
A stowage bureaw is located between
the starboard settee and the forepeak

berth, the fully-enclosed toilel
compartment is to port, adjacent to the
centrecase and isolated from the saloon
by a full bulkhead. A table folds out from
this bulkhead, enabling four or five crew
o dine comifortably,

The everall impression is luxurious,
aided by such comiarts as padde
backrests, teak trim, floor carpet and full
faliric lining, and the sleeping
confipuration is practical for a family ar
Iwo couples,

Construction

TOACHIEVE the relatively light
displacement of 1500kg the Magnum is
built with Divinycell high-density foam
coring of 12mm in both bull and deck
moulding, The layup features a semi-
exotic woven fabric cloth sandwiching
the foam plus a chop-strand mat layup
an the outer skin o give protection
apainst knocks and scratches. The
intericr moudding doubles as a structural
suibaframe and lies in with several 12mm
ply bulkheads including the ane which

takes the load of the chainplates. Further
strength is provided by the aluminium
box channels which form the frant and
back of the centrecase, These large
beams help tie the deck and hull
together and give the boat the requined
degree of rigidity for sailing and trailing,

Cluality of finish an the test boat was
first class. As standard you pet a one-
tone colour scheme for the deck,
maoulded-in non-skid deck pattern,
cockpil sail locker, outboard fuel tank
locker, cockpit coaming gloveboxes,
bow anchor locker and transom
boarding steps.

A pump action manual hydraulic lift is
provided as standard (operated alongside
the helm) as is a factory-huilt fibreglass
dapper ruclder.

Oiptional extras include tandem-whes
trailer, electric power for the keel |ift,
pump-out toilet in lieu of the chemical
one provided, mast support for trailing
(very handy) and spinnaker gear.

Coloured hulls are also an aption but
dark colours are a no-no due to possible
prablems of heating and foam core print-
ol with a sandwich core hull,

Auxiliary power is provided by 9.9hp
Yamaha longshafl outboard mounted in
a locker at the aft end of the cockpit
floor. The motor well has bamb-hay
doors to give a smooth no-drag surface
when the motor is not used; the leg tilts
within the well,

The Magnum is available in stages
starting from a basic structural boat
for 26,915, keel, rudder and windows
fitteel, A sail-away kit adds anather
£10,227. The full factory fit-out
with teak trim, carpet liner and
accessonies adds another $9339, thae
trailer a further $4180, the motor
approximately $3200.

All up our test boat, with a few
other extras such as spinnaker gear,
cost $36,360, A
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Manufacturer:  South Coast Yachis,
Unanderra, NSW. (0421 71 7844,
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