TRANSOCEAN

US-built folding trimaran can cross oceans, lives
in the backyard. Story by BARRY TRANTER.

TS NOT ecasy to pigeonhole the
F27. This 1s a rrailer vacht thar can
be hauled behind the Litdle Aussie
Bleeder’s family six-cylinder car. It
can also cross oceans. The tri was designed
by expatriate Kiwi and former Queenslander
lan Farrier, and is built by Corsair Marine
in California. The device that makes these
capabilities possible is the folding crossbeam
system Farrier developed three years ago,
first for his senes of build-yourself Trailertns,
then the production fibreglass  Haines
Hunter Tramp, now hv:in!_l; rudrrr:lnp::u.l for
production by OSTAC of Hemmant in
Brishane, the F27 imparters,
ey this 27ft Lin (8.25m) tn, which weighs
ipprosimiately J.El'iﬂk!_-r, can be launched,
ngped and retneved by one  person.
imeoducton models have saled the Atlntic,
nil raced from California 1o Hawan,
f v veadly wani 1o, you can ||:,I|.1 |.I|1'1.Ul1l
17 1 the backvard, tow it 1o the nearest

J
[t water Faimg atid rake off inro the wild
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bBlue. You can see what [ meant about
pigeonholing.

The unfolded F27 in sailing trim is a
moderate boat in most respects, though
foam coring, carbon (mainly in the
crossbeams) and vacuem bagaing help keep
the wcight under control, alwavs a
contentious ssue i mulihulls, doubly
contentious if vou want to drag them
behind the fanuly hack.

The 8.25m main hull has a wateeline of
Bm and an overall beam of 5.82m, or 191
Lin, not excessive i this era of Formula 40s
which are as wade as they are long. The man
hull has a healthy beamylengeh ratio and a
lot of beam aft, This s a light boat, atter all,
ancd Bound o be sensitive for fore and aft
weight placement. Poswn the back (more o
Lisss) s where the bodics will be, and down
the back s where the buoyancy must go

Uhe main hull as flared, but not
substantially — it "s norwide enough w0 pal
berths up i the wing stubs, for istance,

Bernie Summers



Working the £37 to windward,
with a teuch of heel and weather
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('ne person can lower
the floats: push the
crossheams down and

oot they go.

Barnie Summiang

To simplify raising, the mast base is
pinned to a sliding bracker,

so the interior is limited 1o a double berth
in the stern cabin, two singles in the saloon,
and a single up front. Limited is the wrong
term — this 28ft boat sleeps five, two in therr
own cabin, Fourssa h1ppr number for the
LULR]:I!t 1o carry, and even then someone is
likely to be out on the trampoline.

The amas (outriggers) are BIG, with plenry
of volume, maybe as much as 200% of the
boat’s total buoyancy, and plenty of depth,
so initial angles of heel are quite low. This
also means a cross wake can make the F27
flick roll from one floar to the other, the
only drawback with such a lavour,

We sailed the first boar imto Australia,
which has a folded beam of 8ft Sin.
Subscquent boats will have a dimpfu
moulded into the ama gunwale which wall
bring folded beam down to Aussic (and
European) limirs.

In the photographs the F27 looks hig
squatting on its trailer behind the towear.
When it rolls into sight behind the OSTAC
Commodore wagon it seems a small,
manageable boat. That mast looks hard to
handle, bur thiere's a trick. For that marrer
the whole boat looks hard 1o handle, but
there turns out to be a series of micks.

First you shde the mast back on the roller
it sits on, at the top of the trailing frame that
slots into the transom.

A bracker ar the mast base shides into deck
tangs cach side of the mast step, and a
retained pin cach side is shpped into place.
At this stage, eyeing the size of the mast and
conscious of the 5120 recently spent wath
the chiropractor, | thought it was time for
my mfamous imvisibility tnick, but OSTACs
Paul Koch ducked into the cabin and
returned with an allov bracker which slots
into the upper ends of the still-folded front
crossbeams,

Paul then dm],\}'w:d to the ground, ran the
hook and wire up from the truler winch,
and rold me to lead it over a nvlon ].\.1d on
the upper surface of the alloy bracket, then
hook it 1o 4 mast h“""l‘- Then vou wind
up the mast with the main truler wanch,
EUREKA! said 1. It helps if vou get things
starved by httung the mast from a pomt down
near the stern, improving the wire’s angle
of attack on the mast, but vou don't nead
to. Reverse the procedure to lower. How
many Darby and Joans have vou seen
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wresthing valiantly, he hurling abuse? No
nore, dear fnend.,

Fhe main wraps around the boom, which
1as A pion its frone end which simply fits
i a hole through the mast, where a sort of
clamp locks it in place. The boom rotates
casilv for furhing and, if needed, for reefing,
though Paul reckons that at about 25 knots
it’s castest to go with full main and drop the
ks

So there’s a lot of machinery, bits and
preces connected with getting the F27 ready;,
but it makes the work so easy ji's
worthwhile. It feels less of a contraption
than 1 had thought, the criticism I had
alwavs levelled ar the smaller Tramp.

I'he forestay and inner forestay both screw
home, which is slow, but the designer seems
serowrs about keeping the mast down. vou
chp the two backstays to points on the rear
crossbeam. then tension with tackles led
back to the cockpit. You trear these like
runners, letting them off downwind, set and
forget the rest of the ime.

All the gear is top quality — the mainsheet
runs on Harken cars, winches are by Barlow
ind Lewmar,

Accommodation

Fhe hrrde stern caban is just that, :lr-:lccping
I'he main saloon has settee

place for rtwe.

Berths aither side of a small table. The galley
is basic, & metho stove and-a sink unit on
the port side, back down near the
companionway, under the top which goes

up 15 inches or so. The torepeak has a small
vamity umit, with the dunny under the single

berth. Stowage in the saloon s behind the
scrtees, where the hull sides curve steeply
down and away, making particularly safe
bins. You could wedge the baby in here, if
vou had to.

On the water

Accommodation is important to  most
people, but there’s not a lot to tell here, You
can live on board comfortably for weekends
or holidays; enough said. Sailing ability will
sell this boat, not its caravan fearures,

Having rigged vour F27 vou now push it
off the trailer, a task we found difficult on
the public ramp near Roval Queensland YC
on Moreton Bay. This was more the fault
of the shallow ramp than anything; we’d
been having the same trouble all day, with
a number of boats at a number of Brishane’s
ramps, all of which scemed painfully
shallow. A couple of times we got the boat
off the tailer only marginally before the car
floated off the ramp.

TRANSOCEAN TS
E RN i RO

Anyway, with F27 off the trailer, the
starter cord on the 8hp outboard refused to
budge, having been jammed by the in-gear
lockout. Paul elected to raise a bit of main
rather than wrestle with the engine, as it
nestles in its trunk on the portside aft,
projecting through the flared hullside to the
water, We obviously couldn’t try the
outboard in any sort of a slop; another i
I tned vears ago had the outboard in the hull
flare amidships, and the prop came out of
the briny in every passing trough. The world
has spun on its axis a few times since then,
and rhe outboard shafts have grown. It
should be better down the back, too.

Paul howsted a couple of metres of main
and sailed away from the ramp, floats still
tolded. We rook a line on board the camera
boat, as the marina is a little confined here,
but there was no need — the boart tacks and
behaves itself in this conformation.

To extend the floats vou just push down
on the crossarms and out they go. Two bolrs
in cach crossarm stub lock evervthing into
place. though the designer claims you can
sail the boar without the bolts being
tightened. There are no hinges, just an
upper and lower alloy beam n each crossarm
stub thar act like a pantograph to guide the
Crossarm into its recess in the hull moulding.
You push down to exrend the floats, lift up
retract. A sort of wheelbrace is standard.

The mast is 37ft long, the main 15 25

Bernie Summers
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Hgehe work ol mast raising Bt where's the ediver?



There s acoonmmodation for five on a vee-, two settee and a double-aft berth, and the
dinerte sears four. Stove doesn’t need gimbals.

square metres, the genoa around 23, a
healthy amount for a boat of this weight.
We had a iil_l,ht (mavbe 8 knots nor’easter
out on the bav, and all I can say is the F27
behaved perfectly
I'he 6:]1 mainsheet runs on a big (and
'.15_'"[}'. allov beam carried above the rear
coachroof, with the tiller extending below
it. The cockpit 1s comfortable, all the
ches well placed. You can sreer from the
kgt seals or the sidedecks, ll'uJHE__TJ"IL tiller
: I'he boat 1% a de fl}"!i'f 1y 'n';lll'k T

[RETLET)]
wdward, with the pniest amount of
cather hi it luffs very, very slowly
I i Im s released. In light winds
g what the pictures indicare,
G4 Mrailiar Sailer

the angle of heel is shghe. [n smooth (ish)
water, working a trimaran of this
configuration 1o windward s one of the
nicest jobs in sailing, While the controls and
FESPONSIVENCSs Are Not guite as immediare,
as sensual, as say a hightly ballasted monohull
TY. or a small well-tuned ocean racer,
thev're not far off. The absence of ballast
keeps the controls light and direct; only the
drag of the lee ama dulls the immediateness
a hrtle.

[he F27 r+;+.pu|ui1. to every Tiller mnput, s
that 1.-.urk||11:| your way  upwind,  and
through waves, 18 & never L‘||.-.|i||1;; soLree ot
pure jov, This, for me, 15 the best sathing
Ihe screaming reach and the drving ran

Bormvie Summans
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require their own skills and provide their
own rewards, but for me working a light
boat, with a well-tuned ng, to windward,
is the greatest joy of all, the time when you
become the link berween the wind and the
salling machine, the go-between, the
Zenthal servant of the forces of narure. You
don’t get the same feeling from the heavily-
canvased racing tris, and certainly not from
the rigidly honzontal, two-ruddered cats. A
good tri always reminds me of one of the
immortal Paul Elvstrom’s quotes. When
asked what he thought of the then new
Tempest as a potential Olympic class, ke
replied, A keelboar is like a Flying
Dutchman half full of water.”

To conclude; the F27 scems well-built, it
is fast, it is obviously scaworthy, or as
scaworthy as this sort of multthull can be.
This folding tnimaran is less of a design
compromise than maxi monohull trailables,
as the restricoion on beam and  ballase
inevitably compromise their upwind
performance. It is a good weckender for four
of five, a good holiday bear for fourth
multihull home in the Bav to Bav wrailer
vacht race. It is, as we said ac che star,
unigque, unclassifiable, a boat you can keep
in vour backvard, and sail across oceans in
as much secunity as a small multhull can
confer. So what's the drawback, vou ask?
Where's the catch? -

Where ¢lse? In these inflationary times.
When the OSTAC guys brought in the first
F27 they calculared ‘1.11»!1‘&]1.3:1 retail E‘It'tu.. at
somewhere around $86.,000. good value for
an  exceprional  boat,

But then the dollar dropped, remember,
in lave May, and now an F27, sitring on its
trailer in vour driveway, will ser vou back
around 596,000. And that mav be the big
hurdle this able and williug small vacht may
have trouble climbing. '

=
&

SPECIFICATIONS

B s i i cees T
LWL: . ; .B.0m
Beam: ..... .. . 5.82m
Folded Beam {see Iext}

] LR coveeense 0.30ME1.5m
Weight (approx): ..o .en 1180kg
| T B T 255q m
JB e s 16.3sq m
€113 T |- LR - -~ ¢ s | |
Spinnaker: ..... . TB.4sqm
Designer: . , lan Farriar

Builder: Cnrsau Mar:ne URA

imported by OSTAC Pty. Ltd., 25 Akuna
Court, Hammant, 4174. Phone: (07) 893
1133
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