TEST: ELLIOTT 7 & 7.8

Kiwi Greg Elliott's
designs are easy

Lo handle, easy on
the eye, as evidenced
by his new-generation
1Ss. Mark Rothfield
looks at the 7m,

then James Hill

reviews the 7.8.
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Ij( ) \qu ‘\ G the considerable
desipn lalents of

Beale, Davidson, Ellioit, Farr, Farrier,
Ross and Young, New Zealand has long
been a hothed of development for
pertormanece trailer vachting. The
sailing environment there is akin 1o a
vast think-tank and, of course, none of
them lacks that forthright Kivwi
conlfidence, so
collectively they've
pushed each other to the
foare:

One of the most
prolific in this
prestigious bunch is
Greg Elliott, whose 7
aftg 7.8m trailables are
the subjects of this
report. His designs
stretch in narrow
increments from tiny T5s
o Svilney-Haobart
frantrunners such as
Kodak Express, and
withouwl exception they're exciling to
sail, 1o look at. and 1o own, Elliott is not
one (o linker with handicap rulps.

His hulls share a common design
theme of plumby bow, sharp entry, wide
beam, perweriul wien of bilge, flat run
aft, halanced buoyancy distribution and
deep bulb keel, manilesting into giant-
killing performance omn the race track.
Ao these “overgrown dinghivs” are

“The bows of hoth
hoals leapl clear
Over each oncoming . it v
swell, before ecasing
down inlo the
trough to tackle the
next one”

same of (he most evesvatering cabin
profiles imaginable, blended with
racing-inspired cockpits, shallow and
apen M the transom. The impression s
slick, ultra-modern.

Mot that Elliott has a monopaly in this
department. The designs of Jim Youne
and Murray Ross in particular employ
similar concepts and a battle royale has
developed in the mid-
sized vachting classes,
As an indication of the
rivalry, Ross has called
his Latest boat Pretty Boy
Floyd ... the gangster

In the trailer sailes
fieldl, all three offer slick
7.8m linehonours
contenders, along with
Beale.and Davidson.
The later designs of
Young and Elliott are
currently slupging it out
for supremacy, with a
hair's breadth between them: but dny
can wir on theie day, Add the
Australian-designed Spider 28 and a
stretched MASRM, and you get a
vieritable inferno of competition hene,

Eliott's TS range comprises the 5.9 7
Zaand 7B wath something for every
budget. However due o some
politicking in New Zealand he's
apparently only putting hes name 5 the
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¢ and 7.8. The Ellion 7 was credted
primarily for the lucrative |apanese
markel, debuting al the Tokyo Boal
Show. Cleanest amd sleekest of all his
designs, it immoediately caueht the eve
fiwe swgspin
ot siranahl off the floor

Ihe order was matched in New
Zealang andd news 400N spread across
the Tasman. four being commissicnegd
by NSV eadlors. Now, Modern Concepl
Yachts in Svdney are fully
manutactunmg the E7, atong with the

of the Nippon :~.|-|| i

Brrving force behind the boat locally
is Berli Corlett, owner of The Sailing
Scene at Mona Vale, who bought one of
thie initial batch himself to sail in TS
everts and twilight races on Pitbwater;
he's also the sole agemt, Kerli's crow
comprises his wife and wo children so
hi has fitted the boat 10 be as simple,
runctional and bullet-proof as possibile.

Rigging was done by Stove Kiely,
based on a spun-tapered Goldspar masd
Supapurted b a set of wide, Alf-swoerpal
cspreacers, [t's fractional, w ith

avs gnd lowers: no backstay or

Tension comes simply irom
v the forestay dosvwen with the
traifer wingh, bend being o ontrolled by

the liwers,
[he deck-stepped mast Dase
incorparates a fixed pin lor ease ol

Faisng, -and alsty houses e exil blocks

for the halyvares ard spinnaker WQppimg

il FriEse FLITY Ead k .gJIlll" the

iR avse 1o a taarof sarall Bareend

.' i which are also the i TS
catlsail and sppnnaker sheehing

T L le=gl tia I|-r'

owner's discretion, the class’ one-
design aspect only covering the hull
mast and toils. Kerii has omed for
Ronstan gear in his fitout, including the
siyvlish new cam cleats and low-profile,
recirculating-ball mamnsheet waveller,
His prévious Calamaran saling
experience is born out in his choice of
mainshest system, very Hobie 16, and
sails, from tormer Tormado ¢hampion
Chiis Cairns

Canstruction is Termanto foam
sanchwich wilh biaxial glass, a mid-1ech
laminate that's light {all-up
chisplacement is 600kg] vel sutficiently

strang 1o be low-maintenance. The keel,

which has 250kg of lead in a bulb
drops to a depth of 1.65m via a self-
contained pulley system, the comral
line runming through a ¢lutch jammies
andd fvally on o the hard-working
halvard/primary winch, Making [t

wiork of the litting process, i1°s an
excellent piece of engineering, Ditto the
dagger rudder whnch plunges into a
handcratied stainless steel case

The only deawback of the vertical
keel case s that it punciuates the cabin,
blocking the vision of people sitting
down below, still, there's adequate
headroom and an aftractive headline
finish 10 make it a comiortable place 1o
relax after a race. Bunk cushions run
iram the forepeak to benea
cockpit, accommodating fou
There's good-sized storage bins in the
bunks, plus a 2.5m lunoel extending
below the cockpit, swallowing
items, extrasails, and a decent-siped
icehion. A portable dove and oile
1.{HI||.'| E'\‘I‘ .1I_|!|.||. % | .'I!'Il,l | meakeoshifl :.-..'."EI.'

Iones

erectied aroumd the contredase o in the
cockpit, bt with its low freeboand
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From any angle the Flliott 7 looks
stunningly sleek and sporty, and its
perfarmance lives up to these greal
expectations. What's more, it's backed
upr by user-friendly rudder, keel and
sail control systems.

overnighter al best and there seems
little point in making it anything else,
Racing's the E7's game, and after
motoring away from the ramp under
4hp outhoard it wasted no time in
strutting its stuff, Wilh a light breeze off
our aft quanter, Kerli called for the chute
ane liad il drawing smartly, the mark of
4 well-soned systemn, The boat
i e elerated like Kiwi in the Melbourne
up, and in a silky smooth transition to
pdaning lifted s bow and left the slerm
weanve behnd. Abcard the GPS
g pped © arnerabal, we wene « b kil
a 1008 kricas, eopial o, B nel selipsing

k

the wind speed,

Helm feel was decidedly heavy, not
only under spinnaker but also upwind,
amved 1"'m damned if | know why, The
[lade may be on the largish side but it
was well balanced and certainly
maintained positive control over the
hull, enabling us to bear away in the
pusts and maintain a level planing
attitude. Also, tacking and gybing were
vice-free. Probably vou'd learn to live
with the heaviness,

We wipre joined by Modern
Concaplt’s Ellion 7.8, heing tested by
Jamies Hill, and the two nixd
tharoughbreds made an impressive sight
slicling downbull in wrson, | expected
the 7.8 10 draw away, given its lalles
twin-spreader nig. fully hatterwd main,
ARy Tt kite, and w l'lr.lll SAVITg
carbwon fibre ilings. Yel the 7 ket
P g avvay il s Guiarter waive, amd it

would frustrate the hell out of a crw in
A race situation, not to mention an
awner wha'd paid twice the price.

Rounding Barrenjoey and hardenmy
up for a beat (o sea, the two were siill
neck and neck. The bows of both boate
leapt clear over each oncoming swell,
before easing down into the trough to
tackle the next one. Gradually but
surely, the 7.8 began 1o break the
shackles. It was a case of longer hull,
more sailpower, deeper keel and two
extra “males on the rail”, and they
climbed to windward of us. Still, the
speed difference wasn't so apparent, the
iP5 reading around six knots for each,
and the 7 was by no means disgraced.

We could've comtinued on for New
Zealand, such was the comiort of the
ricke, but we'd eaten all the sandwiches
and =0, reluctantly headead for home.
Anather spinnaker duel ensued, one
drawing away with a gust, then the
other catching and passing il.
Ultimately the 7.8 “won” by about
100m. In a three hour race, says Kerli,
the difference is usually around two
minutes.

Perhaps it's wrong to draw
comparisons between the two Elliotts
hecause they re different kettle of fish,
The 7.8 offers more in the way of
accommaodation and mostly will fock
homs with Young 7.8s and [0G-ers,
The 7, on the ather hand, is a day racer
that will combat others of its ilk, as well
as Spider 225 and the like. judging from
Kerli's race results there's little in it. He
won the twilight race on the day of our
lest sail, lost the next week.

As far as cost is concerned, you can
sail away for $25,950, including a
multi-roller Mackay trailer and two
racing sails. That seems extraordinaniy
inexpensive hul Kerli's reasoning is
simple: “My philosophy is that | want to
go sailing against a lot of the same type
of boat”,

ELLIOTT 7

| LDA: 7
| LW1: 6.20m
BEAM: 2 A5m
DRAFT: 1.60m
DISPLACEMENT:, 00Kz
| BALLAST: 250kg

| SAIL AREA:

Main 185qm |

Jib 12sqm |

; Sliisqm |

PRICE: 325,950 |

KITSET: : S 7500 |

BUILDER: mmpﬁawm ,

DEALER: The |
Ph (0219798546, Fax ;
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skiff-type TS hulls and this plays a major
rale in the boat's performance. By
keeping the bow section relatively “full”
compared to the mid and stemn, the
bows do not dig in when the hull heels;

With buovancy more evenly
distributed through the bottam area, the
7.8 maintains good speed upwind
through a range of wind strenpiths, as
wiell as planing early downwind — it
starts at eight knots of breeze and is up
and flying in anything over 15 knots.

In cross-section, the hottom features a
soft-vee and relatively slack turn 1o the
bilge to allow it to heel easily and still
be fast. Stability 1ends 1o increase with
heel angle due to the reserve buoyancy
and the effect of the bulb ballast pack.

We sailed the builder’s own boat, The
Edge, the same day as we tested the
Elliot 7. In the light inshore conditions,
the bigper Elliott scemed anly
marginally faster than its swift lintle
sister, but once owt into open offshore
water and a4 more steady breeze, one
could see the extra power and speed.

Gradually we started to pull away
Iram the smaller EHiotl, which is exactly
the way it should be when yvou have
hwo viery similar designs and one is
simply bigeer. Putting aside the
comparison with the smaller Elliott,
what | did notice about this boat was
how easy it was 1o sail, even though it's
essentially a racing machine.

Though initially sensitive to gusts, it
has a steady feel through the water and
tracks beautifully, From the skipper’s
point of view, the boat is mice to sleer,
light on the helm and has the son of
quick acceleration out of tacks which
makes you feel confident of doing battle
in & racing fleet.

The other appealing aspect of the
boat 1s the spaciousness of the cockpit
areil. There's plenty of elbow room for
all of the crew to move around without
getting in each other’s way. The racing
version wauld provide even more room
far a fourfive person crew, but for our
three man crew, the cruising cackpit
gave s plenty of space.

The helmsman sits on the side deck
with & good view for'ard of the headsail
telltails. To make the seating posilion
oven more comifortable, the edge of the
cockpit is rounded off so it doesn't dig
into the hacks of legs. The cockpit floor
is shallow and has the central
mainsheet system attached to a floor-
mounted track. While this system works
efficiently enough, the builder believes
that it is Aot long enough 1o give full
contral over the mainsail; For this
reasciny, the next Boat will have a longer
track mounted at deck level.

A with the smaller Elliotts, the deck
gear on this boat is kept 1o the-bare
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minimum with the two cabintop
halyard winches doubling up as sheet
winches for the headsail/spinnaker. The
main hatch cover is removed while
racing so the main companion way can
b used to hold the spinnaker bag. All
the line conirols are grouped together in
one big string-console along the {ron|
edpe of the hatch.

Ronstan headsail tracks are mounted
on the cabintop and, like the smaller
Elliotts. the headsails all sheet ahead of
the swept-back shrouds. The shrouds
are therefore carried out to the gunwale
to give the maximum amount of suppornt
to the rig. Another interesting feature on
the test baat was an experimental
retraclable bow pole and asymmetrical
spinnakers. The pale’s heel is attached
to a deck track and is pulled inlo its
fixed bayonet position by a sheet line.

Made from carbon fibre, the two
metre fong pole is held in position by
kevlar lines and tackle. The system
waorks well, but the loadings are very
high and often the lines need
readjusting. Darren is keen to keep the
system but says he will have 1o see
whether it is accepted by the trailer-
sailer fraternity.

Even without asymmuetric kites, the
7.8 still promises o be a competitive

Builder Darren Schofield’s own boat
features an experimental asymmelric
kite set from a retractable bowsprit,
and extensive use of keviar filfings.
Future boats may be less high-tech,

racing machine. Modermn Concept
Yachts have gone to great lengths to
make this boat as light as they can,
employing carbon fibre in much of the
boat, including all the rudder assembly
as well as the twin spreaders on the
Goldspar mast,

The rounded, blister-style coach
house is a feature of the Elliott designs
which helps reduce weight in the deck
area. Howewver, this design goes one
step further by having a moulded curve
in the side deck around the cabin 1o aid
struciural strength and make a
comiortable seating position for the
crew. The hull, meanwhile, has a
sophisticated quadriaxial cloth from SP
System which is also being used on the
latest Grand Prix ocean racers. This
advanced cloth, combined with the
latest resin, achieves a very strong vet
impressively light laminate (900kg).

Down belaw, the test boat had no
trimmings at all — pot even bunk
cushions, or a fitted WC. However, the
basic furniture structure, which is made
from white float-coated foam and
fibreglass, is all in place ready for the
finished trimnungs to make it feel like
home,

What you get is a for’ard double vee
berth, starboard settee, pon side galley
and enclosed loo compartment, plus an
aft double berth under the cockpit floar.
Any additions 1o the interior will have
to be added carefully so as 10 ot
increase tolal weight.

Another Kiwi surprise below is the
opei-sided contme case for the
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daggerboard. It enhances the sense of
uriness when the board is lowered, and
ere’s no way water can escape into
ne cabin, The 400kg fin is raised with a
imple trailer winch fitted with Spectra
rope, Mounted on the centre case in the
ihin, it works beautifully considering
e weight of the board.
Priced at $52,000, this boat isn’l
sirmedd at the mass market of TS buvers,
but will certainly appeal 10 the racing

sailor looking for either TYA
linehonours or JOG ofishore racine

¢, The
value is tied up in sophisticated
construction and not so much in
crealure caonmorts.

Looking at the price in detail. the 7.8
can also be made more affordable by
buying a basic sail-away package for
$42,000. From this poinl yvou can add
extra sails, trailer and electronic
Instruments,

o sum up, the Elliott 7.8 will
undoubtedly be an excellent racer cun
cruising boat for the experienced sailor
The low weight of the boat also puts it
within the legal tow range of medium
six cylinder cars and 4WDs. It can be
towed on a single axle trailer (with
brakes) for an all up tare weight of just
under 1300 kg, putting into the NSW
legal range for a Ford Falcon and other
likee medium-sized sedans.

ELLIOTT 7.8

b e L
L R e civansveee 0. 90M
BEAM:................ : 2.4bm

DRAFT:........ooooooooone.. 0,452, 10m

DISPLACEMENT:.............................. 900ke
BALLASE:......o i A0
SAIL AREA: 4
_.._.,_mmnn.:.. ..... Flisisretanss beemnn STV ISERAN
e T st iiad S50 I
RHeL... i inpa S
Asymmetric:.............cco......... 608q M
BERTHS:. bt A

DESIGNER:...............c.ccomerreneen. Greg Elliott
BUILDER: Modern Concept Yachts,
Unit 9/8-10 Dympna Rd Dee Why,

Phone (02) 982 5936,
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