CAL2 1 (Australian)

NB. When using the internet to search for information about the CAL21 it was found that there are Australian
and American boats marketed as CAL21s. The American CAL21 bears some resemblance to the CLIPPER 21
that was built, in Australia, by the same people who built the Australian CAL21.

CAL 21

THE Cal 21 is another boat that has recently been
transformed from gwing keel to shoal-draft form. She
features built-in foam buoyancy, and a raised-deck profile
which allows more room below than on most other 21-
footers, plus good usable deck-space. The swing-keel
versiou performed well in previous test, and the shoal-draft
version is claimed to be even better. Accommodation and
finish frombuilders, anoffshootof Hood Yachts, is firstclass.
BUILDER: Cal Yachts, PO Box 159, Wynnum, Qld.
DEALERS: N.S.W.: Bob Holmes Marine Services,
Rushcutters Bay. Hollis Marine, Newcastle.
VIC: Bulls Boatshed, Metung.
QLD: John Crawford Marine, Wynnum.
Surfers Paradise Marine, Surfers Paradise.
Price's Marine, Cairns.
S.A.. Quinns Yachting Centre, Adelaide.
TAS: Ross Muir Marine, Battery Point.

No. . .
b Min  Max " i No. of Sail Away
BOAT BUILDER TYPE AIA:‘SI LOA LWL Beam et Draft Displ. Ballast  Sail Area Berth Headroom
cAL21 Cal Yachts, Snoaldratt, g 210" 176" 80" 20" 207  1860ib. 900b. 206sq.f. 4 $6150

Svdney fixed keel

CAL21 IN ACTION

Sourced, stored & provided, courtesy of John Crawford Marine. "QLD’s Used Boat Specialists Since 1964"



The following article is from the April 2008 Issue of Cruisinghelmsman Magazine

practical: My boat

\

Splash
- a CAL21

Ralph Chant and his wife
Cheryle bought their
CAL21 as a stop-gap, but
have found that she fulfils
their requirements
admirably.

Splash is our third trailer-sailer. In 2001
we went looking for a TS to use in
pending retirement. [L had to be able
to be towed by a Falcon ute, which
frequently carries a glide-on camper,
which is used as an onshore base when
not sailing.

We first saw 5Splash under a gum
tree at the Bendigo Yacht Club.
Apparently she had not been off the
trailer for about seven vears. Nobody
at the club could remember when she
had last been on the water, Her trailer
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sported rusted and collapsed rims
with perished and split tyres. The
decks and most of her cockpit were
growing a green maossy mould usually
found on old roofs and deserted
caravans. The hull was streaked with
that black stuff that forms on objects
left under gum trees. After hunting for
18 months we had not found what we
required so we decided to have a
closer look at Splash. The aim was to
gel onto the water. Then while sailing
Splash, we could look at other boats in
our own time.

Sound but in need of TLC

A close inspection showed the boat,

its rigging, sails and trailer to be sound
but requiring work, Boat: repaint hull
and deck, Trailer: new wheel bearings,
rims, lyres, disc pads and over-ride
cable. As it turned out, after a pressure
wash and a cut and polish, painting
was not reguired,

When all the wark was completed,
we had a clean, very solid yacht on a
roadworthy trailer. We equipped her
with a new 15hp electric start four-stroke
Mercury outboard. Mind vou, the
outboard cost more than the rest of
it combined.

Heading back to sea, Cheryl and
Splash motor away from an
overnight anchorage in a
secluded mangrove-lined creek.

Swing keel

Qur CAL21 is a swing keel, raised-deck
trailer-sailer with built-in buoyancy.
She is a 7/8th sloop rig. Compared to
modern designs, the CALZ21 carries

a small sail area. This means that she
is slow. But it helps to make her a
comfortable and stable cruiser. From
the limited information available, we
think our boat (sail no 139) was built
circa 1975,

On deck

The Nush deck allows easy crew
movement around the entire boat.
Changing headsails and spinnaker
handling are greatly assisted by having
a flat, open work place for the forward
hand. It is and old-fashioned deck
lavout. Halyards are internal 1o the
mast and are tied off on the mast.

Mo halyards lead back Lo the cockpil
as they do on modern vachts. She
sports two deck winches,

Splash’s mainsail can be roller-reefed
and the jibs can be hanked onto the
forestay for racing or a jib furler
can be used for cruising. When
required, she can Ay a large, tri-radial
masthead spinnaker,

The cockpit comfortably seats four
adults for cruising and dining. Splash is
fitted with a bimini which = due to the
high-aspect ratio of the CALZ21's mainsail
- there is plenty of room for behind the
arc of the boom

Below decks

The raised deck gives excellent sitting
headroom and comfortable sleeping
arrangements for two adults and two
children. On the port side, there is a
small galley with a two-hurner dual-fuel
stowve, a stainless-steel sink and

a manual tap that draws from a 10L
water tank. Pots, pans and the like

SPECIFICATIONS

LOA 6.4m
Beam 2.4m
Displacemant 805kg
Ballast 410kg
Sail area 19.2sgm

Sourced, stored & provided, courtesy of John Crawford Marine. "QLD’s Used Boat Specialists Since 1964"
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are stowed under the stove, Plates

and cups in a rack above and behind
the stove. The dinette comfortably

sits two adults. The table drops down to
provide a 2.1m bunk on the starboard
side of the cabin. Food is stowed in a
locker under the head of this bunk.
There is a 2.2m quarter berth under the
portside cockpit seat and a large V-
berth up front. Splash carries a full set
of breakfast dining silver. A Porta-Potti
is carried under the V-berth.

The cabin is fitted with 12-volt
fluro lighting, and there is a power
distribution box that has five 12-volt
cigarette lighter sockets. This box
provides power to the fish/depth-finder,
nav lights, TV and radios. The box
draws from one of two 12-volt
batteries that are kept charged by
the outboard motor.

At anchor, the hatch can be swung up
and a boom tent erected and, depending
on the weather, cockpit dining is the
order of the day.

General stowage

The CAL21 has a lazarette, which has

a petrol, oils, lubricants and tool locker
in the centre and an inbuilt esky on the
port side of the lazarette. On the
starboard side the stern is let in to allow
for the mounting of an outboard motor.
Under the starboard cockpit seat, there
is the largest storage locker | have ever

seen on any trailer-sailer. It houses two
12-volt batteries, 12 2.5-litre water
bottles, a mainsail, two jibs, spinnaker,
cockpit table, cockpit shower Kit, oars,
boat hooks, spare anchor, ropes, a boom
tent, diving and fishing gear, and there
is room to spare. Mind you, when fully
loaded for cruising, Splash heels slightly
to starboard.

Up front there is an anchor locker
that houses two anchors. One anchor
is a 6kg Danforth fitted with four
metres of chain and 20m of rope. The
other Danforth weighs 10kg, is fitted
with six metres of chain and 40m of
rope. The big one is our primary
anchor and the smaller one is mostly
deployed off the stern.

Trailing

Splash’s trailer is a single-axle, tilt
trailer. The trailer is fully galvanised
and fitted with torsion bar suspension
and mechanical over-ride disc brakes.
It has alloy rims and light truck radials.
The hubs have bearing buddies. There
is a two-ratio manual winch up front
and a spare wheel fits to the winch
post. Fully loaded for holidays, the boat
and trailer came in at 1600kg on our
local weighbridge.

Destinations
Since acquiring Splash, Cheryl and I
have trailed her to Gippsland every year

LEFT The author sails Splash back into
Trinity Beach's Bluewater Marina, just north
of Cairns.

ABOVE The interior of a CAL21 is quite open
and roomy. No standing headroom but loads
of sitting and sleeping space.

as well as trips to Port Phillip and Corio
Bay, Goolwa in SA, Lake Mulwalla and
to Cairns via Goondiwindi. As a trio, we
have covered 15,000km on the road and
more than 200km at sea.

A real “trailer-sailer”.

High and dry

The CAL21, due to its high freeboard,
is a dry boat that is comfortable to sail.
They can be raced, but demand a high
level of skill and concentration to get
them to perform. As a cruiser, they

are a lovely boat with forgiving sea-
keeping abilities, allowing for relaxed
and comfortable cruising. And living in
the boat, on the road, always attracts
the nicest form of curiosity. The
longest period of time that we have
lived aboard is two weeks. We shower
in the cockpit using a manually
pressurised micro-spray. Very efficient
and can be purchased in the gardening
department of any hardware store.

cruisinghelmsman Ralph Chant
Ralph has been sailing, off and
on, since he was eight years
old. He purchased his first
trailer-sailer in 1974. He and
Cheryl retired two years ago and have
been travelling and trailer-sailing ever
since. Their next sailing adventure will
be to Tasmania - via the ferry, of course!
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Th_e CAL21_ is a ro_bust boat easily towed by a six cylinder car, wagon or ute. The boat (with safety equipment,
sails, standing rigging and outboard motor) and trailer weighed 1,400kg on the weighbridge.
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