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| draft long keel

i sailing her with

Sonito 22 is

a rising star

TESTED BY PETE

TO SUGGEST thatthe Australian
trailer-sailer market is getting a
little crowded would be an

understatament‘
Already there are upward of 70 traii-
able 3 ¢achts on the market — wiich to

some extent mirrors the demand which
has developed for this type of boat in
recent Vesars.

At 29f¢ . the Bonito is about the mid
range of trailer sailers but it gave the

‘JT.\D‘”ES%!OH of demgamucn blg r boatas
it sat on its trailer.
ag

The boat :ra easily into the water t
float well above her boot oomnv This
made me think that pernaps she would
prove (o be tender.

We were on a lee shore and, with some

| eraft, COLl‘lG have peen in trouble Gettmr

+he Bonito has a shoal
that makes her easy to
sail without her board down.

However.

As & matter of fact, we found ourselives
U"’DOBI‘G ’Uh s raised

ana nov ADOWID it at one tume.
We tried to find out just now much

i difzewncn the board really made and,

apart from a slight difference in Dalance,
there was not much effect. The boat
points just as well, board or no board.
But. as usual, I am getting ahead of
mvseu.
There is a well-designed stern board-
ing ladder that is incorporated in a solid

| pUSDpI'C. It is in two mncecz sections so
| that, when

lowered, it extends below
waterline and is well ciear when raised.

The rudder is a swing-blade type with
lower support pin as well as the usual
gudgeon and pintal. The blade itself is
heid down by a line that can be made fast
in a jam cleat.

The cockpit comes aft to the transom
and has a mainsheet travelier mounted
on & bridgedeck that runs athwartships
| at the cabin bulkhead. There is plenty ot
room for a full crew and we proved this
by having five adults aboard without
anyone complaining that he

cramped.

An outboard well is fitted at the after
enc and has an easily-fitted plate to seal

ffwnen notinuse. ltisofa shape that
azlqws the motor to pe tilted up and lie
inside out of the way without having to
remove it from it§ mountin

was

R DABBS

The decks were extremely solid and

with an aggregate 30 stone on the
foredeck, there was no tendancy to
spring. This was due to a sandwich

construction incorporating a balsa core
on all bearing areas.

The non slip treatment Was 8s g004d as
you would expect in glass and this,
together with wide sidedecks and two
wire safety rails, made going forward
safe ang easy.

The foredeck is unciuttered with cieat

ary line for inland ”mlhlnE A stron
hatch cover means the OI‘ECES&K‘ i3 HO
QEDFVGQ of space.

g is SlleS — a il

(
|
i
‘or mv liking. The mastis tapered for thej
top section and is held up by 8/4 forestay|
and swept back lowers

Ron Smith of Arahi Marine, wno is |

marketing the yacht in N5 W was in-
clined to agree that there could well be a
backstay which can be easily rigged, for

i
|
|
|
i
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ipeace of mind when carryving spinnaker
|in heavy weather.

!

| Relow. the Bonito is really some-

| thing. It would have to be one of the best
l1aid out vachts of its size available.

‘1 1 was pleased to see that no attempt
had been made to put bunks forwarc.
3 Instead. there is & bulkhead with louvre
| door opening to & very spacious area for
| toilet and sail stowage. A further open
| bulkhead gives into an area for stowage
| of lines and smaller gear that is so often
lost under piies of sailbags.

| cabin reflect the amount of thought that
| must have been put into it.

It hasn't got & luxury finish spelled with
| & capita; but some of the fittings give

| The proportion and layout of the main
|
|

leave full access forward on the star-
board side. and on port to make way for
optional insert bunk cushions which
form & % width bunk on the port side.

The centreboard case is built beneath
and is well out of the way. In fact, it
would make a good foot rest when
heeled.

There are two full length quarter
herths and they are separated from the
other two bunks by a chest of drawers 1o
starboard and the galley to port

The chest of drawers has four drawers
and they are slotted to keep them in
place. The galley has a platform with a
stainiess steel 2-burner spirit stove in
place and there is a sink and draining
board with water supplied via a pump

companionway, and has a lift top th
gives access to a huge storage area th
runs aft, under the cockpit.

1
at
at

under all bunks and a wide tray thatruns
the full length of both forward bunks.
These trays are uphoistered to serve as

comfortable backrests.

|
|

Storage is good throughout with bins |
|

i

i

|

i

i

|

i

|

An attractive vinyl floor covering
easvto clean and has afirstclass nonsli
surface.

is
ip i
!
|

Wiring is built into the fibreglass and|

leads aft to a battery storage area, Lig
comes from four big windows, two eith

nt|
§
er

side and a hatch leads into the forward

compartment from on deck.

near the cabin entrance and is surpris-

ingly light. The board itself is aerofoilin |
| bunks amidships and has drop sides to shape and is hollow. Baliast is right at |
: : ) |

YOU WORN’T BELIEVE HOW GOOD IT IS UNTIL
YOU SAIL INIT. RING FORATEST SAIL NOW.

i
|
|
1
!
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The centreboard is controlled by a line |

, ; ; : ‘
from a tank beneath. !

x

| that impression.

|

| The dining table is set between TWo

A wide step at the entrance forms the

HE =

DE LUXE
TRAILABLE YACHT sy

This proven race winner from N.Z.
features superb guality finish, 4-5
nerths, separate head, tapered mast
and offers exiras as standard that
are not even available as options on
similar sized boats.

NEW RELEASE
BONITG 750

A 25 ft sloop in the deluxe Bonito
tradition, giving superpb comfort
and room in & highly competitive
hull.

QLD: Weston Webb Marine
2082 Gold Coast Hwy,
Miami, Qld.

Ph: (04) 35 1320

S.A.: North East Marine Pty Ltd
78 North East Roac, 2 Gioucester Straet,
Walkerville, Adelaide, S.A. Launceston, Tas.

Ph: (08) 269 3625 Ph: (002) 31 8277 _ ;

TAS.: Pleasure Yachts {Tas}

VIC: Murray Wittman Marine

1285 Dandenong Road, AVAILABLE IN FIXED OR 4
Chadstone, Vic. 24 Burraneer Avenue,

RETRACTABLE KEEL St ives, NSW
Ph: (03) 5 h: (02)
Ph: (03) 568 0536 Ph: (02) 448 5058
The boats are on display at Manta Marine, Birkenhead Point

NSW: Arahi Marine Servicaes

6 — YACHT TESTE .
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and is just sufficient to

huoyancy.

ijastneededt omaxe this Doat
mgismu d wnich s fitte
the shailow keel.
The wind was light and variaple, rising
only to about 10 knots but it was
enough to be able to gauge the boat’s
performance.

She sailed sxtremely weil with the
lightest of tiilers. There was just the
right amount 0 of weather for safety,
She heeied fairly quickly to ner best

salling angie and firmed up very de-

'.mewr I would judge her to De a very

good heavy weather performer and she

proved herseif to be surprisingly good in
the light stuff.
Bearing out our impressions of

Bonito's sailing ability Smith mention- et ]

ed that she has already opened the eyes The thoughtfully designed /nterior of the Bonito.l

|
|

2 Y

of owners of some comoemwe craft in | 5 . o e L
the current NSW Trailable Yacht All told, I would consider the Bonito w0

be one of the best family trailer sailers
that [ have sailed.

%ssomamon srace series in which at last
advice Smith's boat was "‘Uﬂﬂi"‘l" out-
"‘D'Z‘AE second on OBBO‘CED to a Sonata 3.

We had a littie trouble with the sails. SPECIFICATIONS WINDLASSES
They were new and needed stretcning. A Designer...Clive Jeffries, NZ. )
mfie bit of fiddling here and there and LOA +oovernenrnrneaeaen217107 and
we got off on our way. She was easy to BB e o om0 om0 515 6 350 8 pig 3 wiw m B C‘_‘&DQ }&L\IS
put about, }Dea like a lady and glided Draft .....1'8" " centreboard up

do wn wind with surprising speed. ....5° centreboard down

ith the main sheeted on hard. there Sail area: PACK MORE

was enough tension on the forestay even Main............140sa.fu. R

though there was no backstay. With the Genoa..........1358sa.ft, POWER o

| | erficient lttle traveiler, you would Working Jib .....90sa.ft. e — s

| | always have this sheet on pretty tight on Weight................2200Ib T )
| the wind. | Ballast.................730Ib Australian design and
i manufacture — a winch

Sonito 22 beiies its size when up on its trafier. to suit every vessei

- ‘ ‘ s Take the hard work out of
sheet and rope ﬂandlinq
Install efectric Muir Shee
Winches: 12, 24, 220, 440

volits. Modeés 400, 800, 300,
1000, 2000, 3C0C0Ib. Bronze

or chrome piated.

Availabie from leading ship
chandlers around Austraiia.
Enquiries to:

100 Browns Rd, Xingston,
Tasmania.
Phones: (002)29 5187;
(002)34 64786
Telex AA 537047

.
L SB30O H.F. SSB TRANSCEIVER 5 CHANNELS FITTED. FACTORY PRE-TUNED
t : Kol READY FOR EASY SE LE INSTALLATION

‘ MATCHING AERIAL AVAILABLE.
| : i " L 48 of the 150 yacqts in the 188U
. 1a125 o Sydney-Hobart Yacht Race were

: : equipped with 3380 transceivers.
DISTRIBUTORS IN ALL STATES

INTERNATIONAL TRAN NSCEIVERS P/L
P.O. Box 209 (224 Harbord Rd)

Brookvale, NSW, 2100

Phone: {02) 938-1131

ach
0
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SPECIFICATICNS
Design: Clive Jeffries
Builder: Bonito
Craft Ltd. (N.Z.}

Construction: Hull solid G.R.P. Deck & Cabin G.R.P. & Balsa
core L.O.A.; 6.66m (21°10") L.W.L.: 5.89m (19'4") Bearn: 2.44m
(8'0"'") Draught:.458m —1.52m {1°6" - §'0") Displacement incl. Ballast:
998kg (2200 1b) Baliast: 331kg (730/b) SAILS Main: 13.2m sq. (140
sq.ft.) Genoa: 12.5m sq. (135 sq.ft.) Working jib: 8.4m sq. (90 sa.ft.)
Storm Jib: 4.2m sq. (45 sq.ft.) Spinnaker: 37.16m sq. (400 sq.ft.)
OTHER: Height on trailer (13" wheels) 2.4m (7'11"') Centreboard _ ; e
and rudder. Hydrofoil in G.R.P. STANDARD EQUIPMENT INCLUDES: 3
tone coloured hull and deck. Galley unit with sink top, pump & tank. 3 drawer cabinet with chart table.
Forward compartment for head/wet gear/sail locker/motorfetc. 2 cockpit lockers. Seif draining anchor
locker with lid. Fixed hinged table. Full bunk cushions and backrests. Navigation lights. 3 interior lights.

Built-in outboard well. MAST & RIGGING: %
tapered aluminum mast. Spinnaker mast gear
fitted (no pole). Mast support. 2 winches used
as snubbing blocks. Stainless steel rigging
and screws. Jiffy reefing. SAILS: Main. No. 2
Genoa. OPTIONAL EQUIPMENT:
Pushpit-puilpit staunchions & lifelines, fitted
with built-in boarding ladder. 5th berth. Roller
type stem head fitting. Forward vanity unit

with Marine pump installed. No. 1 Genoa.
Storm Jib. Spinnaker.

RECOMMENDATION: If itisintended to permanently moor
your “BONITO 22" we suggest an additional surface

coating of an.epoxy resin system to underwater huil areas.
\ prior to the application of your antifoufing. A
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Manufactured by: \ 1
BONITO CRAFT LIMITED . }
P.O. Box 20-072 ,
Glen Eden, Auckland ! {
NEW ZEALAND. x\ // .
—F g
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