IEST. BLAZER 23

The Bold Blazer

Twin trapezes and toe-straps for the remaining two crew, stripped out
accommodation, planing hull and racing rig — they make up the Blazer.
Obviously, it’s not for family frolics or novices but for the racing fraternity.

THE BLAZER 23 IS A VERY BOLD
attempt lo market a trailer-sailer for
racing — and it appears to have worked
A number of local designers have tried
1o come up with a popular trailer-sailer
that is primarily an out-and-out racer
while shill able to provide overnight ac-
commodation, but they've never really
been successful.

The seven-metre Blazer isn't a boat for
the inexpenenced — it's for those who
know what they're doing Just as a
privale Cessna pilot wouldn't take up an
F111 jet fighter, nor should the Sunday
social sailer take out the Blazer in
anything of a strong breeze

The Blazer is the work of American
designer Doug Peterson and Australian
Tom Stephenson, a former Modern
Boating Yachtsman of the Year and
World Half-Ton Yachting Champion.
Peterson is best known in the United
States for his Intermational Offshore
Racing (IOR) designs but, according to
Stephenson, for some time he has been
playing around with the concept of a
racing trailer sailer

Stephenson had previously suc-
ceeded in introducing another Peterson
design to Australa — the Seaway —
and he wanted 1o try the smaller Blazer
as well

The resull is a seven-metre trailer-
sailer thal sleeps four and races with a
crew of three or four, with two on
trapeze. It's light, sails fast and is priced
at just under $16,000. complete with
fullsail wardrobe and trailer.

The Blazer is built throughout in
handlaid glass-fibre with Coremat in the
hull and balsa core in the deck. The
displacement is 770 kg, of which 158 kg
i5 lead ballast in the bottom of the
dagoer centreboard

Layout

Helow in the cabin, there 1s accommo
dation for four people lo sleep, two on
either side of the centreline. The narrow
team of 2 41 metres means theresnla
iol of space below, but there is room for
for 1o st and sleep in comiort There are
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no facilities such as stove, ice-box or
toilet. The boat is an overnighter and
those wishing to do some longer cruis-
ing would have to equip themselves with
porlable lacilities.

Posilive buoyancy is provided by foam
under most bunks. There are stowage
lockers beneath two bunks, either side
of the centreboard case, and more
plywood stowage bins inside the hull
deck-joins. Faor added salety, a water-
tight bulkhead could be incorporated at
the aft edge of the guarter-berlhs.

The rig is identical to that of a Soling
This, Stephenson says, was partly delib-
erate, partly coincidental, andit's a good
move, as buyers will be able to order
standard sails and spars.

The deck layout is designed around a
huge cockpit that is marvellous for
saling. Those not trapezing have wide
sie-decks with full-length toe-straps
The layout is clean and easy to handle
aiso being sirictly controlled under one-
design racing rules. There is good non-
skid everywhere it's needed. and foot
braces along the centreline of the
cockpit sole are sensible.

Controls for the frachional rig are
simple, in keeping with the clean layout
The ng consists of mainsal with jiffy
reefing. single headsail and two spin-
nakers. The mast has single spreaders
backed up by intermediate shrouds,

The mainsal and genoa halyard
winches are mounted on the mast and
all other controls, including the headsail
lracks, are located on the cabin top. The
mamsheet is 51 purchase, the backstay
3:1 and the pb sheets 2.1 and endless
without requinng winches. Ratchet
blocks accommodate the spinnaker
sheets/braces

Flarings are ‘in' on the Blazer — the
gunwales are flared to keep spray down
and there is a small planing board
around the lransom

Both centreboard and rudder on the
Blazer are dagger-type The centre-
board is raked aft and on later boats
operated by a worm winch. Stephensan
says early versions had problems with
their centreboard-lifling systems be

cause ol the twisting caused by
ballast low in the board. He says he'
now solved the problems with the use @
a low-speed worm winch mounted
the cabin top

The new system involves winding
centreboard both up and down, which i
good for safety, and then there is an
additional locking pin. The cenlr '
should be locked down when under way,

The rudder on the test boat had a
fixed blade; for an extra $100 or so, &
vertical lifting blade system can be
added,

Handling

There is no doubt that the Blazer is
fast. In its first few months, it recorded
fastest times in a number of trailler-sailer
events, including the first two heats of
the Kinnears series in Victoria and
events at Port Stephens and Pittwater in
New South Wales

We lested the Blazer on Sydney
Harbour in perfect testing conditions
with a breeze strength gusting to 25
knots and a good seaway. We found it
fast and a lot of fun, although it took
some getting used to in order to sail it
correctly

The test boat. provided by J&S
Sailboats, of Sydney, was lacking in
tune, which kept the skipper's hands full
when off the wind. Downwind, it had
éxcessive lee or weather helm depend-
ing on the angles of heel and it was quite
hairy at times for the crew. The design's
line entry and flal botlom called for
dwecl steering — logs of concentration
allowed the boal to guickly go its own
way -

Upwind, the Blazer was very easy 1o
handle. Al first, we were somewhal over
canvassed, even with twgo on the
trapeze. That called for a lot of spilling of
the mainsail. even with the travelier nght
down 1o leeward While the boal was a
little tender, it surprised us because il
didn't really want to round up — &t all
limes the helmsman was in control

Overpressed, the boat would simply
heel and slow. Quickly, we put a resl inla
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'BLAZER 23

LUNG FLAT RUN AFT IS OBVIOUS WITH THE BLAZER OUT OF THE WATER
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the mainsaill and that made all the
difference, it just wanted to sail fast

The Blazer was comfortable to sail
Full-length toe straps in the cockpil
mean the two not on the trapeze could
move their weight around easily for the
best tnm, Trapezing was also easy and
all remained qguite dry

Standard is a tri-radial spinnaker and
there is an optional smaller reaching
spinnaker which we used in the bluslary
conditions of the day. It was easily
handled and really kicked the Blazer

.'-j!’;fin’]

Auxiliary power is provided by a Shp
outboard which can be mounled on a
bracket on aither sice off the transom. It
ampie power wath the adyan
tarye of having an mbuill fuel lank. When

racing, it comes off the transom and 15
stowed n the cabin

Summary

The Blazer 1s aimed at any yachtsmen
wanting a tralable yachl for racing
which can also offer overnight accom-
medatien. It's well designed, well built
and — for those who know what they are
doing — a lot of exciting fun. It's easy to
launch and retrieve, it can be sailed up
on o a beach, il motors well with just a
small outboard, and it's fast when sailed
wedl

Un the debil side, we thoughl the
intenor hsh of the tesl boal was
dsappointing aller checking oul the
axcelient exdlernal finish Unsightly bare
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FAST AND FUN — THAT'S THE STORY BEMIND
THE BLAZER ONE IMPROVEMENT COULD BE A
LINE FROM EACH STERN QUARTER TO KEEP
THE AFT TRAPEZEHAND FROM BENG

THROWN FORWARD
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BELOW: CLEANDECK LAYOUT ADDS TO EASE OF HANDLING. RATCHET BLOCKS
AID SPINNAKER SHEETS AND BRACES, BAGS TAKE SHEET TAILS, ONE STORM
BOARD IS FITTED AND HATCH HELD INPLACE BY SHOCKCORD

BOTTOM RUDDER HEAD ON TEST BOAT SHOWED EXCESSIVE WEAR AND TEAR
DESIGN COULD BE EASILY MODIFIED TO IMPROVE
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