


All Beneteau vachts are clever; this one is small and clever,
the most dilficult desien briel,
Story by BARRY TRANTER: photographs by DAVID LOCKWOQD,

Tl] '{1 RIGHT-SIZED boat for you,
4 poes the old waterfront
adage; is the next size up from the one
vou"ve gol now. This is usually accurate;
it &lso implies a lifetime of discontent,
never happy with vour current boat,
longing always for the future until one
day the future has slid into the past.
Where is this leading? I'm gelting
ired 1o the advantages of the small
var it and the fact that, apant from the
I'vs mentioned hereabouts, the small
production yacht is as dead as Thylacine
n this country, Where are the Endeavour
s of tomorrow? Where is the first-
mer's yacht, the new small yacht you
n affored? The Beneteau First 235 may
he the whole answer, but like all
oteaus, it provides what could be a
nodel for the Aussie yacht building
try, if such a body still exists in
s Wasteland,

wtppet Fineed, dhesigners of e lop

Iiting breed, the 215 hull is
with a straight stem,
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Although the motdern TY was created
when MNZ's Richard Hartley drew his
[S16, the French pioneered the
lightweight, beamy, small production
vacht in the Sixties. Because internal
volume was generated by the wide
beam, coachroofs were lowered and
this new type of stock vacht spread
like a beer drinker's gut throughouwt
France. You'd see intrepid Frogs
everywhere around the coastline and the
Channel lslands, cruising five and six up
in 23-lonters.

The First 235 is a direci descendant of
that type of boat; in fact il is superficially
similar 1o those older craft. Where the
235 scores for the Australian market is
that it is available as a fixed or swing
keeler. The swinger has high aspect
pivating keel controlled by a worm-drive
mechanism, so whatever its rake il is
always firmly locked. The long narrow
hlade retracts beneath the cabin floor, so
the only intrusion on cabin space is the
head of the heel, a stuly about 400mm
high set more or less beneath the table
anyway. The keel is rotated by a socket
drive mounted on top of the keel case
while a sliding ball arrangement on the

back of the case shows you the keel's
rake angle.

It is the sart of configuration vou
would be happy with offshore, I vou
hit the bricks hard enough with the keel
down, sorting out the mess may be
difficult, but it is with a dapger-
baard, too.

The straight-stemmed Groupe Finot
designed hull is 7.1 4m overall with a
hull length of 6.57m, waterline length of
6.20m, beam at the 2.50m maximum,
ior a 1200kg displacement. The fixed
keeler has 420kg of ballast, the lifting
keeler only 60kg less at 360. The keeler
draws 1,15m, the swinger 1.75m. Look
at the drawings; when | described it as a
high aspect blade, | wasn't kidding.

The 235 trims nicely 0 the knuckled
forefoot is just at the waterline, meaning
that when vou're running it will probably
be clear of the water much of the time,
good for directional stability as the bow
won't try to take over, AL rest it is
imimersed, so it won't slap when
anchored, and keep vou awake at night
though sleeping in a lively litthe bl Tike
this could be a now and again affaar,

The 235 shows a lot of the familiar
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Beneteau clever thinking, though at just
urcher $50,000 it will obwviously not
boast the equipment level of, say, the
amazmg 5 series. The cockpil coamings
are beautifully angled to kesp your bum
in place, and there are teak heel strips
pach side. The mainshee track is.a shon
affair on the main bridecdeck just
oufside the cabin opening. Halyards are
il back to jammoers, vang and topping
lift are mot, The outboard clamgps o the
iyt hasic bracket vou can imagme — a
slaby of tmber spanning the bottom of the
transam oponing, <o it isa logcal i
frovm s stoware spol in the starboard
cockpi locker

The rudder stock is a masterpiece of
n.i:onu ity, a slainless bracket that
supports the fibreglass fin, the latler
lncked in place by Nylon screws whose
hesels fit into dimples moulded into the
hlade. Moulded into the top of the
transom is a rowlock filting, so if all else
fails, you can scull your way home, il
vou know how. The hole for this
sowlock is unplugped; it drains straight
pito the foot of the double quames
hierth bl

4o well as the roomy double you sleep
e each side on the settee/vee horths,
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after lowering the table and adding a
cushion. On the por side is a galley
with two-burmer gas stove, sink and
an cebhox

But the cunning hil is on the starboard
side, The French spend plenty of time on
thoir small boats — they ane serious
cruisers — so o starboand s a toilet,
niclosed when vou slide shat the door,
i raise a ply panel in the forward face
i the comparimenl. Mow comes thi
ricky bt a imber seat tolds dlown over
he head, s yvou can sil comtomably and
jsi the small chart lable mounted aft of
thies towiled poesition Yo sit in the culycle
facing afl, as you would on a big vacht,
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The fav area is no gimmick — | said the
French cruise seriously in boats of this
size — and though the sliding panels
crealing a separale dunny compartent
may seem a hit, well. contrived, it is a
novel solution to an old-age problem

The layout is honest; it acknowledges
that you will want 10 sleep anly four on a
2 Liooter, and doesn’t try 1o hide the
dunny sheepishly behind a halt balkhead
of under the voe berth, where ‘privacy” is
created by a curtain. Good gried! So vou
combine the toilet and nav table in a big
area with the maximum headroom,
However, the u.-:rw|: whiich shdes wp the
forward face of the compartment doesn't
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rivally condarm 1o the ooi limvirne: i
simply doesn’t seal, It doesn’t matier,
though it is not Like Benoteau to let such
4 detail pass.

On the Wales
THE wind was weirc, almost straight out
of the north at somewhere between 6
and 12 knots. We had onlv main and
number 3, which, in the gusts of 12 or a
bl more, was a nice combination, as the
itle #3 could be hand-held, tacked
instantly and flatened withowt using the
Lewmars. O, mavhe we had 15 in
cppots, enoueh o drop the main down the
rraveller a ligthe when we had nwo on
board. With the photoprapher’s weighi
to the punwale the litile Beneteau was
et ety stiftor

The 215 15 reol apiressively beamy on
the waterline aft, so il remains woll
balanced. With the gunwale down, one-
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finger steering keeps her straight, This s
a bblying, buoyant hall, not extreme in
any dimension so it remains in comrol if
the proper, minar adjustments are given
when Aeeded, She is dinghy-like in
reactions, yvel doesn’t demand dingly
shyle panic when over-pressed. In fact
with the purwale down she keeps
driving, hip-boat siyle,

That long skinny keel keeps her on her
feed, and doesn't et vou down whon
askesd to provide lilt coming out of a
tack, tor instance. There was no waiting
foxe it 1o graby the water when loaded up
at fowe speed. With only a main ancd #3 10
play with there’s not miuch to report on

Neal L-shaped gallet unit with two-
burner stove, sink and icebox wouldn't
levisk oent ﬂ-J"pI.u ¢ i a Ji-footer, Entry
lo double quarter berth is adjacent,
something of a stoop,

the boat's perdformance. It was easy o
coax into surfing mode, even with
limitee sail area, when a docent
swell appeared

The First 235 is as clever a
LrLll-'-l"F,-!Td'i.t'l" COMprommse as any od its
bigger brethren

Which brings us hack o where this
story hepan. Boats of this size ane very
versatile; vou can keep them on a
miodiring, teail them, make limited
offshore hops. Maintenance won't be
crippling. Stable enough to avoid
terrifying the kicds, light enough to be
fun, There is no direct Aussie equivalent
1o the 235, There are a number of similar
hills, but are all racers. Perhaps there
are one or two cruiserfracers of similar
dimensions and characteristics. But they
wouldn't have a private wilet that
converts to a navigation fable J_L
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Builder: Beneteau. Si-Hilaine-de-Riea;
Importer: Beneteawu Yachts Ausiralia
Syolney. Phaone (02} 327 2088
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