Victorian-bred cruiser puts headroom
and performance in a small package.
a quart in a pint pot.
MARK ROTHFIELD reports.

ICTORIAN. vachs
Ohisie . Whittley was given a
formidabile design briet before

desigmer

he began drawing the lines of

nowy the Aloora 720 raler sailer

S vachesmen, eich wih che amm of
ban LR finsshed boar, had prat ther heads
together and prosduced & hist of desirable
features. They wanted srambing headroom,
a large gallev, six berths and a separate
showerhead compartment, and the boar
Had to be seaworthy and a geosd perdoemer
i fghr airs i .

Ihat's not uneeasomable of the boat s 308
(2. Imj bong, bt rI ¢ ‘commurice” sapulaed
a bengrh of 230t (7m) for ease of “rowinng and
handling, Past expenence had shown tha
o vache, parti ulardy one of this size, could
be both floatng gn palace amd Grand Prin
racer . . . speed or space had o be sacnificed
for the other

The assignment was sufficiently

challengimg to brimgr Whittley our of semi
rerrement and he managed to come ap with
a reasomable compromise; so good that the
Melbourne vachties de ided o build chem
on demand through wird-of-mauth
advertiving. Called the Alpora 720, 1t has
sl sreadidy in Vicroria for the jrast five vears
mrroduced o the northem

what 1=

anl was pecently

Sates

TO  Traiber Seler

The imitial impression is that {t%s the
t"-ll'r\[ figtle vacht on the market, wich the
accent detmerely leaming towards crmsing
comdort, To achieve full headroom and
imterior volume, the cabiin vises to almiost
wasst  herght abovie the gunwale and
encroaches onto the cockpir, which s less
than 2m long

A full-lengrh dark stripe helps o improve
the cabvan’s t i Eu:'n.". appearanc, while the
cockpit has been 11:du1<‘| e since the eest
to seat sin people, the number the cabin
accommuendates, The MET vernion’s cockpat
was somewhat cramped and the skipper had
b0 St o0 3 seairdess steel conmimg rail 1o see
owver the coachhouse, which became a real
paan in the backsde. It wall be replaced in
miture by 2 conventional coamimg and
]11|~.|I|=t: AFTANZCMISHL, :

In other arcas, however, the cockpin las
sorme e feanires. The floor, for example.
s rounded so vour feet .1|w,1.5‘~. find a
supporting angle. A centreline owthoard
well with a Homda 9.%hp motor rised and
lowered by tackie  weorked
cthoiently, The Jrre lF'H._'“i_'I i% lowy Jovwn where
wowon't be affected by pitching and, with
ventilanion coming through the sten, the
moror can be covered by a special hatch for
somnad dampemng,

EX Il

A Large Jocker acceprs all vhe suls amd gear,

kecpmg it out of the cabin. The mamsheer
1s attachud above the corved companmonway
— there’s no pop-top to worry about — and
was casy o reach, aswere Il'u. ha_hardi. and
control lines led aft from the mast,

The skipper ix able to raisc and lower the
Aloora’s hilge kecls by winding a handle
mounted on the stern; 20 turns either way.
The twin keels respond simultancously via
an mgemions, patented, rod and  pulley
linkage svstem that’s contained inside the
setree berths, the sides of which incorporate
the keel cases 1o prowide hull rigidity and a
e, open l'!:m:pl,qn_

There’s 350kg of ballast in the keels 1o
oftset the weight of a high cabin and 140kg
of interal ballast has been added to MERT
VEFSIOMNS I AN NP to lower the Bow and
reduce 2 temdency o ship o’ leewand. In
every other qll.'p.:rnm,'nr, the |1-|:r|'i.‘:r.|':u1h|.'
Was “'l“‘li'll'l.llt':_'. of a l'n.1.l'|'}'|l'lﬁrl.".

| g e speed was reasonalile .cl:m-«'.ui-:nn.g
LR uluh,'rimu.u:[ni with a small \k'L‘L"‘L:t‘Ig
headsal. A nwehy-cur spinnaker boosted our
speed considerably and the Aloora proved
extremch casy and pleasant o sul, i et
b1 i 'In‘" A% @ CNIIEUES COMTOTRSEN 15Y T iy,
the owvner be g \n“'ls.thlth.. of a butt, ll'lrl.
ng feamred a number of go-tasts including
amd w comnes with a
headsals . and a

i twanbal headstav,

racing  ivsiinsal, thiee
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